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CBA SOUTH MIDLANDS GROUP 

Spring Conference 1994 

'The House that Jack Built' 

A One-Day Conference on 16 April on Buildings in Beds, 
Bucks, Northants and Oxon 

J. STEANE : CHASTLETON, OXON 
In 1988 the National Trust acquired Chastleton and 
instituted an extensive programme of investigation and 
restoration. The speaker was commissioned to.examine the 
material remains and archive in order to unravel the phases 
of use of the house and estate. 

Chastleton was built by Walter Jones in 1604-1616, who had 
purchased the estate from Robert Catesby of.Gunpowder 
Plot fame. Throughout their occupancy the Jones always 
coped with genteel poverty and, consequently, innovation 
never led to the removal of obsoiete equipment and 
structures. The speaker exemplified this wonderful legacy 
with an illustrated tour of the service area and basement. 

In the kitchen a seventeenth century wooden dogwheel for 
driving the downhearth spit survives as well as an eighteenth 
century iron range, seventeenth century grooved shelves for 
the display of pewter, a bacon and bread cratch and a ceiling 
encrusted by three centuries of soot. Fieldwork linked to the 

household accounts is helping to define the discrete 
functions of each basement room and the traffic floor 
between them, the outside markets and "above stairs". 

In the 1770s wood burning fireplaces were adapted for coal 

and the new storage and equipment necessary survives from 
this time. 

The brew and bake house was considerably altered in the 

1770s-80s and floor erosion has given valuable clues to the 
position of the copper and cook tanks. Continuing work 
includes a hunt for the water supply system of the house. 

P. WOODFIELD : THE LISTING OF BUILDINGS 
In spite of enlightened attempts in the eighteenth century to 

preserve threatened historical structures, it was not until 
1871 that a serious attempt was made in Britain to list 

buildings worthy of preservation. The Society of 
Antiquaries presented a list of stone circles, -but the 
government did nothing. 

In 1877 William Morris founded the Society for the 
Preservation of Buildings and in 1882 an act established a 

Commission for Works with General Pitt-Rivers as the first 
Inspector. 

Subsequent acts have pushed the date_barrier forward to 

thirty years from the present day, with only churches of the 

established church still exempt. Owners of listed buildings 
are now informed of their inclusion. There are.noW 500,000 
listed buildings, about 2% of the nation's stock. 
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Current practice employs eight categories: 

Fabric before 1700. 
Most buildings of 1700-1840, if not drastically altered. 
Buildings of 1840-1919 of definite quality and character 
and works of principal architects. 
1914-1939, exceptional buildings. 
Buildings which specifically illustrate social and 
economic history, e.g.canal bridges. 
Buildings notable for their technical innovations. 
Buildings directly associated with well-known people or 
events. 
Buildings of specific value to a group, with other listed 
buildings around them. 

There are two categories of listing: 

buildings of national importance, such as St. Paul's 
Cathedral. 

locally important buildings - complicated by II* which 
have a 'more national interest'. 

Under the 1990 Act there is no appeal against listing and a 

building can be de-listed if the information was wrong or the 
building is severely damaged. 

The speaker raised the question of the problem of 
contemporary taste and the future opinion of current listing. 

B. GIGGINS : SURVEY AND ANALYSES OF 
BUILDINGS 
The type of clues used in unravelling the history of a 

building were demonstrated by several fascinating 
examples. 

Barn well Manor House, Northants., home of the Duke of 
Gloucester.. 
Examination of vertical and horizontal jointing , window 
levels and architectural features, proved that this large 
cellular house had grown from a single Porter's Lodge at the 

entrance to the now vanished house, which originally 
matched the design of the surviving sixteenth century stable 
block. 

Bird' s Cottage, Milton Keynes, an example of a contracted 
timber-framed building. Originally a base cruck structure of 
c. 1320-1340; examination of heavy soot encrustation on the 
roof and cross purlin and the disposition of pegholes in 

timbers, led to the conclusion that it was at first a hall with 
opposed cross- wings and in the fifteenth century the wings 
were demolished and the timbers re-used to add another bay 
to the hall. 

Little Woolstone, Milton Keynes. This brick building could 
be dated to the 1680s by its decorative details and 
subsequent alternations were evident by changes in 
brickwork. 

Long Buckby, Northants. A fragment of lintel showed that 
a stone cottage had been split into two dwellings. Fossilised 



rooflines on the gable showed where the thatch was replaced 
in the eighteenth century. Another building originally had 
cob walling, now partially replaced by stone and brick. 
Inside the soot staining and timbering proved it to be a 
fifteenth century cob hall, the largest in Northants. 

Other features to look for includes: building plinths to locate 
doors and extensions; shop fittings and first floor parlour bay 
windows; Inglenook fireplaces and evidence for brewing; 
shallow, bevel sided parlour fireplaces; eighteenth century 
china display cupboards; privy rooms next to fireplaces; 
staircase handrails - the big roll mouldings of c. 1600 
become progressively thinner. 

Members' Contributions 
Dr. P. Jarvis took us across the world with a review of dry 
stone walling techniques. 

Mrs. C. Graham-Kerr reported on the recent work of SOAG 
and noted that 1994 is its Silver Jubilee Year. 

Friendship-Taylor reported on Piddington Roman Villa 
with particular reference to the production, type and use of 
tiles and 'finials'. 

Cauvain gave an account of the excavation of the site of 
Pann Mill, High Wycombe demolished in 1969 without 
being recorded. Evidence was discovered from the 1320s 
and indicated non-use in two periods in the seventeenth 
century and re-siting of wheels in the sixteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. The site has pro weed the largest group 
of post-medieval ceramics in High Wycombe. 

D. Warren explained the intriguing history of the Bidwell 
Roman' building, near Dunstable, which required an 
extensive re-build and underpinning to maintain its site on 
soft Gault clay. 
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EARLY BRICK HOUSES IN THE SOUTH 
MIDLANDS: A QUESTION OF SIZE 

David H. Kennett 
Of the four traditional counties within the areas of CBA 
South Midlands Group, a transcript of the hearth tax has 
been published for two, Bedfordshire and Oxfordshire, and 
a list of the larger houses within the county has been printed 
for Northamptonshire'. 

Since 1970, various attempts have been made by the present 
writer to correlate houses and the hearth tax especially in 
Bedfordshire. These have included an on-going project to 
elucidate the considerable tenurial records available for one 
village, Great Barford, and one market town, Luton, with 
the record of the houses in the published hearth tax of 1671. 
More recently the research has focused on the great house, 
what is recorded and what has been demolished. Volume 17, 
1987, of this journal included an account of the houses with 
more than fifteen hearths in its piece on Greens, Moats and 
the Great House: some aspects of the seventeenth century 
landscape2. 

Coincidentally with the research noticed in this newsletter, 
the similar publication of the British Brick Society has 
recorded some information about the record of pre-1570 
brick houses in a number of counties including Bedfordshire 
and Oxfordshire3. 

The notes which are presented here seek to amplify the 
record of the number of chimneys, and hence of heated 
rooms, in houses in the cosunties of the south midlands, 
concentrating on those houses built of brick. 

Oxfordshire, basically a county of stone as the building 
material for the major houses, has more than one early brick 
house. These houses vary in date from the fourteenth century 
to the early seventeenth century. Both here and in 
Bedfordshire there appeals to be no appreciable difference 
in size based on their date. However, consideration over the 
wide range of published counties suggests that a house of 18 
or 23 hearths which was built in the fifteenth century or the 
1530s is a very different house to one with the same 
assessment built in the reign of Elizabeth! or her two Stuart 
successors. 

Of the fourteen largest houses in Oxfordshire, five were built 
of brick: Greys Court at Rotherfield Greys and Shirburn- 
Castle of the fourteenth century, Stonor Park and Hanwell 
Castle of the fifteenth century, and the early sixteenth 
century Rycote House. 

Across the south midlands, the brick houses pre-dating the 
reign of Henry VIII show a remarkable similarity of size: 
Stonor Park, Oxon., (29 hearths), Hanwell Castle, Oxon., 
(27 hearths), Someries Castle, Beds., (23 hearths), Castle 
Ashby, Northants., (23 hearths), the surviving fragments of 
William de la Pole's palace at Ewelme, Oxon., (19 hearths). 
Fifteenth-century stone-built houses in Oxfordshire have the 
same range: Stanton Harcourt, (23 hearths) and Minster 

Lovell Hall (17 hearths). Now in Buckinghamshire, the stone 



manor house at Lillingstone Lovell/lad 20 hearths in 1665. 

This range is that found for houses of this date elsewhere in 

the midlands: Compton Wynyates, Warks., (26 hearths), 
Pillaton Hall, Staffs., (25 hearths), and Pooley Hall, Warks., 
(19 hearths), are all fifteenth-century brick houses4. 

Somewhat larger than this are Greys Court at Rotherfield 
Greys, Oxon., (39 hearths), but this includes sixteenth 
century work, and Shirburn Castle, Oxon., (32 hearths). The 
latter was occupied by a peer, Lord Abergavenny, and may 
be compared with the house of another long-established 
peerage family, Bletsoe Castle, Beds., (38 hearths). This was 
partly reconstructed by the first Lord St. John, but remains 
the late medieval courtyard house built by his ancestor, Sir 
Oliver St. John when he married the heiress of the 
Beauchamp baronial lands. 

One house is that rarity, a minor courtier's house from the 

reign of Henry VIII which was not built on a former 
monastic site. Sir John Gostwick began Willington Manor, 
Beds., in about 1529 and completed it before 1541. The 
house was recorded as 18 hearth. Sir John Clerke was not a 

prominent courtier. His Oxfordshire house, North Weston 
Farm, near Thame, was begun in 1527. It is recorded as 16 
hearths. 

Much larger is Rycote Park, Oxon., (41 hearths), begun by 
Sir John Heron in the 1520s and completed by John, Lord 
Williams, of Thame, after 1542. Heron was Treasurer to 

Henry VIII. 

Willington and Rycote provide a contrast in house size 
between the minor courtier and the holder of a major office. 

A similar contrast can be seen in the houses of the 
Elizabethan era. Bedfordshire had several brick houses 
dating to between 1558 and 1603. At one end of the scale is 

Baron Cheney's Toddington Manor, with 45 hearths, an 

early example of the podigy house. Very different in size are _ 

the gentry houses: the demolished Eyeworth Manor (25 

hearths), the demolished Hulcote Manor (17 hearths), the 

demolished Hulcote Manor (17 hearths), the refaced 
Hawnes Grange (16 hearths). Similarly there are 
Oxfordshire houses of this period: the surviving 
Mapledurham House (19 hearths), the surviving Pyrton 
Manor House (14 hearths). In Northamptonshire, one large 
house was built of brick. Sir John Spencer began the 
substantial Althorp in 1573. This courtyard house had long 

south wings forming an open outer court. It was assessed at 
64 hearths. That size exceeds the house of an impoverished 
earl. The sixth Earl of Kent reconstructed Wrest Park in the 
years after 1573. His house Was assessed at -52 hearths. 
Bedfordshire's sole surviving Jacobean brick house, 
Houghton House, begun in 1615, was rated at 55.hearths, 
and the demolished Luton Hoo, rebuilt by Sir Robert Napier 
after 1610 but incorporating parts of the fifteenth century 
brick house of Lord Hoo and Hastings (died 1455) had an 

assessment of 60 hearths. 

These notes suggest a number of conclusions. In the 
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fifteenth century, brick was the choice only of the very 
richest group of men. The contrast between the builders of 
brick houses and village squires can be seen in various ways. 
Those who built in brick in the fifteenth century could afford 
this new, expensive material, and they could afford a 
substantial chapel for their burial: witness John, Lord 
Wenlock of Someries, whose chapel, the size of a small 
parish church, is to the north-east of the parish church of St. 
Mary the Virgin, Luton. Village squires have only a brass in 
the chancel of their church: e.g. John Peddar at Salford, or 
the successive generations of Cockaynes at Cockayne 
Hatley. Their house, the former still surviving, were 
as. sessed at 10 hearths, which is large fora medieval squire's 
house. John Acworth of Biscot Manor (the modern Biscot 
Moat House) at Luton has a house of 7 hearths and a brass 
in the north transept of Luton church. 

The same is largely true in the reign of Henry VIII. At 
somewhat different levels, Clarke and Gostwick on the one 
hand and Heron and Williams on the other illustrate the 
financial clout which brick builders had. 

Only in Elizabeth's reign do squire's houses more often 
become built of brick: in Bedfordshire, Sir Edmund 
Anderson at Eyeworth Manor, Richard Chernocke at 
Hulcote Manor, for example. Each of these has a substantial 
tomb as their memorial. Both of these also had interests in 
more than one parish. In contrast, a brass was the memorial 
of an Elizabethan squire who could only afford a new 
timber-framed house: e.g. Sir Francis Ventris of Campton 
Manor (a house of 11 hearths). 

The prestige of brick continues into the eighteenth century. 
At one social level there is the very fine group of houses 
built in Bedfordshire after 1600. Roxton Manor (of 1712), 
Houghton Regis Manor (of the 1690s), Aspley House at 
Aspley Guise (of 1695) are three, from a much wider group 
which deserve a fuller survey. In the late eighteenth century, 
there are brick fronts added to humble and small 
timber-framed dwellings, such as College Farmhouse, Great 
Barford, and the 1799 front of Pertenhall Rectory. 

Three and a half centuries later, wealth was being 
proclaimed just as much as the fancy brickwork of Someries 
Castle spoke loudly the fortune of John, Lord Wenlock of 
Someries, after 14485. 

Notes 

1. L M Marshall, The Rural Population of Bedfordshire, 
1671 - 1921, (being Bedfordshire Historical Record Society, 
16, 1934) reprinted as The Bedfordshire Hearth Tax Return 
for 1671, (Bedford, BHRS, 1990); M M B Weinstock, 
Hearth Tax for Oxfordshire, 1665, (being Oxfordshire 
Record Society, 16, 1940); L Stone and J F Stone, An Open 
Elite? (Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1985), unnumbered pages 
of tables includes a list of 38 larger Northamptonshire 
houses. 

For the buildings discussed in this note see N Pevsner (and 



others) The Buildings of England: ... (Harmondsworth: 
Penguin Books, 1974 to date). 

D H Kennett, "Greens, Moats and the Great House: some 
aspects of the seventeenth-century landscape", South 
Midlands Archaeology, 17 (1987), 20-32. 

D H Kennett, "Early Brick Buildings: a question of size", 
British Brick Society Information, 33 (May 1984), 7-12. For 
a county away from the south midlands this was extended 
by D H Kennett, "Suffolk Houses in 1674", BBS Inf, 37 
(november 1985), 4-11. A further study is D H Kennett, 
"Brick and Stone: the larger houses of Oxfordshire in the 
reign of Charles II", BBS Inf, 64 (February 1995) 
forthcoming. 

S A H Burne, "The Staffordshire Hearth Tax, 1666, part 
iv", Staffordshire Record Society, unnumbered volume for 
1936, includes a list of all houses in the county over 15 
hearths. Warwickshire data provided by Warwickshire 
County Record Office. 

Note written 1990; endnotes added 9 March 1994. 
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COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

The report on work by the recently renamed Heritage Group 
of Bedfordshire County Planning Department (formerly 
Conservation & Archaeology Section) is this year confined 
to notes on the Historic Environment Record and brief 
accounts of fieldwork projects undertaken by the Group's 
fieldwork arm (Contracts & Consultancy) based at St 
Mary's Church Archaeology Centre. 

A more detailed illustrated Annual Report on this and other 
work in 1992-93 was published in November 1993. Copies 
were distributed free to local societies and made available 
in local libraries. A second Annual Report, for 1993-94, will 
be published by late August 1994. Copies of both are 
available from the County Planning Department, County 
Hall, Bedford MK42 9AP. 

Historic Environment Record 
Stephen Coleman 

During the year preliminary discussions with the Royal 
Commission on the Historical Monuments of England 
(RCHME) were aimed at gaining their support for the 

further development of the Record. As a contribution to this 
discussion a detailed review of the Record - its current state, 
problems, backlogs, future requirements and resource needs 
- was carried out and a report compiled. The issues of data 
exchange and the possible adoption of the Commission's 
new Oracle based software Package for Sites and 
Monuments Records were also discussed. Late in the year 
the Commission offered to fund a pilot project to study the 
feasibility of transferring the Record to the new software. 

As part of their National Mapping Programme the RCHME 
funded a Quantification Assessment of aerial photographs 
available for Bedfordshire, both held locally and 
nationwide, archaeological and non-archaeological. 
During the six weeks of the project Christopher Moulis 
identified all sources of photographs and their quantities 
besides listing them as far as was possible. A minimum of 
11,000 oblique photographs have been identified and a 

minimum of 18,000 verticals besides those sources which 
could not be quantified. 

Yet again non-development control inquiries and visits to 

the Record have increased, some 237 during 1993 (a 37% 
increase on the previous year). The greatest proportion, just 
over a third, came from the general public with a fifth 
coming from schools, pupils and students. The notable 
increase in the latter was particularly due to information' 
being sought for use in college projects and undergraduate 
or postgraduate dissertations and research. After taking part 
in a day of presentations to teachers on sources and 
information available, the Record has since Made a 

significant contribution to the Education Department's 
preparation of a Teacher's Pack for Lower Schools on 
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The level of consultant inquiries remains signific.ant, nearly 
a tenth of the total. This includes both work carried out by 
the consultants themselves using the Record and associated 
material, and work they have commissioned from Record 
staff, especially desk-top assessments. Road schemes have 
remained significant amongst these, e.g. the Bedford 
Western Bypass corridor (A428), the Luton East Circular 
North (A6), the Luton North Bypass (East- West Route) and 
the A421 dualling, together with gas, oil and water pipelines 
at East Hyde, Little Barford and Upton End, Shillington. 

A pleasingly high proportion of inquiries, about a sixth, have 
come from those parts of the County Council and national 
bodies or local groups or projects associated with the natural 
environment and countryside management. Historic 
landscape and archaeological information and interpretative 
assistance continue to be provided to members of the 
Department's Greenspace Group for a variety of schemes in 

which they are involved, usually tree planting, parkland or 
habitat restoration, hedgerow management or the creation 
of ponds. Contributions have also been made to new leaflets 
on Flitton Moor and Cottage Bottom, Caddington. 

Strong links have been developed with Bedford Borough 
Council's new Conservation Officer, including site visits 
and interpretation, and with local English Nature wardens. 
Involvement in the Countryside Commission's Countryside 
Stewardship scheme continues to increase, including visits 
to landowners to identify or verify features of historic 
importance and the provision of information for 
interpretation boards where this option is chosen. 

Interpretative material and information on a number of sites 
and areas and for specific events has been supplied to the 
Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire Wildlife Trust with 
whom there is now regular liaison. They have taken the lead 
in establishing a Greensand Project which focusses on that 
part of the greensand ridge in the south western part of the 

county which extends into Buckinghamshire. In partnership 
with Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire County Councils, 
other local authorities and wildlife and community groups 
this is an interdisciplinary countryside management project 
"to protect, promote and enhance nature conservation, the 
historic landscape and public access.... and to explore 
opportunities to further develop these aims in partnership 
with the local community...." A wide range of cultural 
heritage and historic landscape information has been 
incorporated into the preparatory documentation and the 
historic field patterns have been analysed. 

There was also substantial involvement in the drafting of the 

cultural heritage aspects of a new Management Plan for the 

Chilterns AONB. Responsibility was taken for coordinating 
the gathering and mapping of all archaeological, historic 
landscape and historic buildings information from the four 
counties, several districts and other bodies involved. 
Assistance has also been provided to the Luton and 
Dunstable Wildlife Trust and to the British Trust for 

BEDFORDSHIRE materials, buildings and architecture by supplying 
information, photographs and approaches. 



Conservation Volunteers whilst the provision of a variety of 
information and interpretative inputs continues to the Luton 
and Dunstable Countryside Project, the Ive! Valley 
Countryside Project and the Marston Vale CoMmunity 
Forest. 

One of the most important sources held by the Record is a 
collection of aerial photographs of the county taken by the 
RAF in the 1940s. There has been a notable increase in their 
use by a variety of searchers, not just for private interest but 
for historic planning issues, past uses, habitat change and 
boundary disputes. Now, nearly fifty years1ater, the Record 
has been able to reciprocate in a limited way by supplying 
the Ministry of Defence with information on all sites lying 
on their (largely RAF) land in the county for inclusion in 
their own nationwide SMR which they aie currently setting 
up. 

During the year it has also been possible to accept 
commissions for information gathering when of a nature not 
already available in the Record. This has chiefly been as a 
sub-contractor for the Contracts and Consultancy Division 
of the Group. Earthwork surveys were conducted on ridge 
and furrow on the line of the proposed Dunstable bypass, on 
park landscaping features at Haynes Park and on a medieval 
moat at Tempsford threatened by a proposed access road to 
an Al overbridge. Documentary research was also required 
for the latter but more substantial documentary work was 
begun as a contribution to the post-excavation analysis and 
publication of excavations along a, sewerage pipeline west 
of Biggleswade, which tluew import .nt light on the origins 
and development of medieval Biggle ;wade. An assessment 
of the documentation available and likely useful repositories 
was begun in preparation for detailed documentary research 
to support post-excavation analysis of Stratton deserted 
medieval village near Biggleswade. 

English Heritage's Monuments Protection Programme 
ccintinues but our contribution has been limited to providing 
information to the MPP fieldworker and to English 
Heritage's consultants and researchers working on various 
categories of industrial archaeology and industrial 
buildings. Only a few new scheduled ancient monuments 
were notified: four moats and a group of nine features which 
are all part of a Neolithic and Bronze Age ritual complex to 
the east of Bedford. 

Archaeological Fieldwork Projects 
Michael Dawson and Drew Shotliff 

Shefford, Robert Bloomfield School (TL 1338) 

Evaluation of archaeological remains first discovered at 
Shefford in 1826 and thought to be a Roman villa and 
cemetery led to the identification of field boundaries and pits 
of a Roman settlement site in the grounds of Robert 
Bloomfield School. The site was occupied from the late Iron 
Age to the late Roman period. 
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Bedford, Norse Road (TL 0951) 

Extensive evaluation of an Iron Age and Romano-British 
site at Norse Road Bedford led to the recognition of an area 
that had been occupied episodically from the mid Iron Age 
to the late Roman period. Initially a hill top enclosure, the 
site retained its agricultural, possibly pastoral, character 
throughout its existence: no evidence of extensive field 
boundaries was recovered. 

Sandy, Warren Villas Quarry (TL 1847) [fig 1] 

Excavations at Warren Villas quarry continued in 1993: a 
large area of cropmark remains was extensively sampled, 
including ditches, pits and structural elements. This was 
combined with magnetic susceptibility survey of site 
features and of soil samples excavated during the sampling 
procedure. It is hoped that activity areas will be identified 
in addition to those excavated. Analysis by Oxford 
Archaeotechnics suggests the possibility of ploughed out 
clamp kilns or hearths close to the site of a small updraught 
kiln (Slowikowski & Dawson forthcoming). 

The focus of excavation in 1993 was an extensive rural 
settlement made up of a series of intercutting enclosures 
similar to sites in the Ouse valley at Eastcotts and Willington 
which also occupy the edge of the gravel terrace. 
Preliminary analysis indicates the site was occupied from 
the middle Iron Age into the Roman period, although in the 
overall area excavated since 1989 evidence of activity 
extends from the neolithic to the post medieval period. 

The land was restored to farmland and the site has been 
preserved under a management agreement with St Albans 
Sand and Gravel plc. 

Shillington (TL 1235) 

About 438 sq metres were excavated north of Shillington 
Bury revealing an Iron age enclosure, containing indications 
of timber buildings, represented by linear beam slots, small 
hearths used for cooking purposes, and postholes within 
enclosure or boundary ditches. The structural elements of 
the site are unlikely to produce entire coherent structural 
plans; however the phasing de. rived from both stratigraphie 
relationships and ceramics will provide information on the 
intensity of occupation. 

The evidence represents the remains of a mid to late Iron 
Age hill-crest settlement site most probably occupied 
periodically by a single family group practising a mixed 
pastoral and arable farming regime. The full extent of the 
site is as yet undetermined, but it has characteristics similar 
to other sites in Bedfordshire, enabling it to be placed in its 
regional / national context (Cunliffe, 1991). In general terms 
the site falls into the regional grouping in the middle and 
later Iron Age identified with the pottery zone, the 'bowl 
continuum' and the Sandy-Ivinghoe group, later the 
territory of the Trinovantian / Catuvellaunian tribes. At the 



time of the Roman conquest the transition period is notable 
for the appearance of imported wares on Iron Age sites, such 

as the Samian accessory vessels at the cremation cemetery 
at Harlington. The post invasion period is notable too for the 

development of some of these sites either in the same 
location or nearby. Superficially this does appear to have 

been a factor at Shillington, with the proximity of the Roman 

villa at RDX 114 on the Hemel to Humber pipeline. It is 

probably significant that in the area of Shillington no similar 
sites are known either through aerial photography or through 
excavation. 

M1 Widening (Junctions 10-15 Bedfordshire) 

The evaluation of the M1 widening scheme between 
junctions 10-15 continued throughout 1993 with 
fieldwalking and trial trenching. The results are currently 
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Fig 1. Warren Villas, Beds. All excavated features 1989-1993 

being collated as part of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment report. Several sites have been identified 
including assemblages in the plough-zone. 

Ridgmont (SP 9637) Located around the A507 road and 
farm tracks, north of the village of Ridgmont, and within the 

M1 widening corridor. Fieldwalking recovered mesolithic 
flint in the north west corner of field 6. The flint assemblage 
from this area also included material from the late neolithic 
and Bronze Age. The assemblage was of particular interest, 
due to the presence of mesolithic artefacts which included a 

number of soft hammer struck waste flakes of good quality 
flint, along with three cores (including one disc core). The 
assemblage is possibly indicative of temporary occupation. 

The mesolithic assemblage was enhanced by a general 
background noise of waste flakes and tool types from the 

late neolithic to Bronze Age. These are characteristic of the 



period, hard hammer struck but of poor to moderate flint 
quality. 

Ridgmont (SP 9637) A mesolithic axe and a number of 
waste flakes were found at a site on the greensand ridge. The 
waste flakes were of quite good quality flint and had been 
soft hammer struck, a characteristic of this period. The hand 
axe, which was of museum quality, may indicate clearance 
activity or more specialised woodland exploitation. A few 
of the flakes had been retouched and were probably used as 
cutting tools. One flake was probably waste resulting from 
the manufacture of a blade. The presence of such a rare find 
as the axe highlights the importance of this area, and further 
work is anticipated. 

Harlington (TL 0132) Fieldwalking recovered a substantial 
flint assemblage dating from the neolithic to the Bronze Age 
and including a variety of artefacts such as blades, scrapers, 
cores and waste flakes. Geophysical survey located an area 
of weak anomalies which may be the remnants of prehistoric 
features. Further work in this area is anticipated. 

Tingrith (TL 0132) Trial trenching located an otherwise 
unknown rural site dating from the mid Iron Age to the 
Roman period. Two phases of activity were identified at the 
site near Wood End Farm. Phase 1 comprised features 
identified with an assemblage of grog tempered pottery 
suggesting sporadic activity in the area. Phase 2 comprised 
the bulk of the material and was predominantly mid to late 
Roman. The pottery included shelly wares with sooting, 
indicating use as cooking pots, and greywares which were 
probably used for storage. A high percentage of imports was 
identified in comparison to Sites 5 and 7. Evidence was 
found for imports from Spain, as well as pottery fiom the 
Nene Valley, Oxfordshire and Hertfordshire. A fragment of 
vessel glass, possibly the fragment of a jar or flagon dated 
to the Roman period, was also identified. The evidence 
indicated a rural site, but with a wider assemblage of 
material than is usual in the county. Environmental evidence 
was sparse although the presence of horse, cow and 
sheep/goat was identified. 

Long Lane (TL 0130) Two phases of Iron Age activity were 
identified at a site north west of Toddington. Phase 1, during 
the early Iron Age, was identified from locally manufactured 
ceramics, grog, flint and sand wares. These are closely 
paralleled by other prehistoric fabrics at sites along the Ml. 
In Phase 2 the early to middle Iron Age was represented by 
a smaller assemblage of pottery dated to the middle Iron 
Age. The ceramic evidence from this site is similar to the 
pottery from Stagsden and Salford, indicative of a common 
ceramic tradition in the early to middle Iron Age. Sparse 
environmental evidence indicated the presence of horse 
and/or cattle on the site. 

Toddington (IL 0328). Trial trench and field artefact 
collection resulted in the discovery of a Roman site south of 
Toddington. Three phases of activity were identified, from 
the late Iron Age to the late Roman period. Sandy vessels, 
some decorated grog and organic tempered fabrics and a 
single coarse flint tempered ware characterised the phase 1 

pottery, whilst in phase 2 the majority of the assemblage was 
coarsewares, with evidence for use in cooking and storage. 
Whitewares and a soft pink grogged fabric dated to the 2nd 
century were also ident'ified, the latter possibly 
manufactured in Buckinghainshire. 

The late Roman phase included Oxfordshire redwares, 
mortaria and Nene Valley colour coat wares. The ceramics 
appear fairly indicative of a domestic assemblage. 
Environmental evidence identified the presence of dogs at 
the site and the snail assemblage indicated a wet grassland 
habitat as well as some shaded areas. A possible B Horizon 
soil could indicate a buried forest soil: this included animal 
bone and a high percentage of charcoal possibly indicating 
use or clearance of the woodland. 

Chalton (IL 0426) An Iron Age site west of the Icnown 
Roman settlement at Chalton (Historic Environment Record 
6659) was examined during trial evaluation. Located north 
of Luton near Chalton Cross Farm, it is characterised by a 
fairly steep slope down to the south-west. The land was 
sensitive due to its proximity to a Roman well found during 
construction of the railway in the 19th Century. Trial 
trenching revealed three phases of activity. 

Phase 1.was dated to about 600BC by flint tempered pottery 
similar to fabrics found at Ivinghoe Beacon . 

Phase 2 was associated with a large percentage of sandy 
wares, with some grog, shell, sand and organic wares of 
local origin, all hand made. The finds and structures appear 
to confirm a domestic site. A large number of the ceramic 
vessels had evidence of decoration, and were comparable 
with pottery found at Salford and Stagsden (BCCAS in 
preparation). The early and mid Iron Age pottery appeared 
to be concentrated to the north-west of the site. 

Phase 3 was a period of Roman occupation centred on the 
main enclosure identified by the geophysical survey. This 
was located toward the middle and southern edge of the site, 
and suggests a slight shift in settlement. The pottery was 
characteristic of a domestic assemblage, with a 
predominance of coarse greywares, and some locally 
manufactured types. A number of imports were also 
identified, with a Nene Valley colour coat vessels and some 
fragments of Samian. A cast copper alloy ring, possibly from 
a harness, was also found in association with the Roman 
pottery. 

Environmental evidence showed that horse, cow, pig and 
sheep/goat were present on the site, some of which had been 
gnawed. Butchery marks were present on several examples. 
The snail assemblages indicated that initially the site had a 
wet, mixed vegetation habitat which, with later drainage, 
sustained dry grassland. 

Ridgmont (SP 9737) Located south-east of Junction 13 in 
a gently undulating field, a post medieval barn indicated the 
likely location of a medieval farm in association with the 
location of Historic Environment Record 14824, (a 
medieval pot and tile scatter, on the west side of the 



motorway). The remains of the barn and its successive 
rebuilding were identified during trial trenching. Beneath 
the complex of building debris, wall -foundations and clay 
dumps, an earlier phase of activity was noted. 

Haynes Church End (TL 0841) 

Evaluation work, on behalf of RSSB (British Isles), was 
carried out in advance of the planned construction of a new 
access road to Haynes Park House. The location of the study 
area on the Lower Greensand ridge allowed a rare 
opportunity to examine settlement distribution away from 
the river terrace gravels. A number of significant sites were 
investigated. 

A series of ditches and pits, which produced a large-: 
assemblage of late Iron Age / early Roman pottery, suggests 
the study area may be peripheral to a settlement site, already 
identified during the construction of the Southern Feeder 
Gas Pipeline. 

The discovery of a late Roman drying oven, which appeared 
to have been deliberately demolished following its 
destruction by fire, suggests the presence of a late farmstead 
site on the ridge. The structure appeared to have been 
terraced into a hill slope, facing into the prevailing wind. It 

measured approximately 2.50m x 2.50m and was 
constructed from clay and timber. This is in contrast to the 

majority of other known examples from Bedfordshire, 
which are at least partially stone-built. A stoke-hole on the 
north-facing side of the oven lead to a T-shaped, centrally 
positioned flue. Vents connected the flue to -an outer 
chamber, which yielded large quantities of charcoal, charred 
grain, daub and nails. The grain was .almost entirely spelt 
wheat, which requires parching prior to de-husking. 
Glume-rich charred material, found downslope of the 
stoke-hole, appears to represent the raked-out remains of 
threshing debris used to fuel the oven. 

The route of the proposed new road also crosses the rear of 
early medieval properties, fronting onto Church End Road. 
St Neots shelly wares and a single Stamford ware sherd were 
recovered from boundary ditches within the study area. 

A combination of geophysical survey, earthwork survey, 
trial trenching and historical map evidence also help to 

elucidate a series of post-medieval garden features to the 

south of Haynes Park House itself. 

Bletsoe Castle Farm (TL 0258) 

The conversion to residential use of former farm buildings 
at Bletsoe Castle Farm necessitated scheduled ancient 
monument consent, as the development lay partly within the 
environs of Bletsoe Castle (National Monument No. 20409). 
The scheduled area encompasses a moated site (currently 
occupied by a Grade II listed Elizabethan building), Bletsoe 
Castle Farm, a square earthwork enclosure (part of a 

Jacobean formal garden) to the south-east of the farm and a 
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series of less regular earthworks to the north. All ground 
disturbance associated with the digging of new wall footings 
and service trenches was monitored on behalf of the 
developer, Castle Barns Bletsoe Ltd. A limited number of 
archaeological features were excavated and recorded. 

The' most significant finding was that the base of the moat 
still Survives- beneath the north-western range of Castle 
Farm. The backfilling of the moat is likely to have occurred 
gradually during the post-medieval and modern periods. 
The most recent phase of backfilling was probably 
associated with the construction of the present-day farm 
buildings. 

Tempsford (IL 1653) 

The Department of Transport's Tempsford Overbridge 
Scheme was designed to bring about the closure of a number 
of gaps on the Al(T), by providing a system of link roads 
and an overbridge for local traffic. The route of the main link 
road affected a moated enclosure (Historic Environment 
Record 9726), situated in the north-west corner of 
Tempsford Park. As part of the preparation for the 
Environmental Impact Statement an archaeological 
evaluation of the site was carried out. The Overbridge 
Scheme was subsequently withdrawn by the Dol following 
its roads programme review. As a result, no further 
archaeological work is anticipated on the site in the 
immediate future. However, the results of the evaluation. 
work will be published more fully in a forthcoming edition 
of Bedfordshire Archaeology. 

The moated site lies immediately to the east of the Al, 200m 
from the river Great Ouse. 700m to the south is the historic 
-core of Tempsford itself, centred on both the junction of the 
Great North Road and the Everton-Potton road and the 

confluence of the rivers Great Ouse and Ivel. 

The evaluation was structured around a sequence of 
investigative techniques. An earthwork survey of the 
moated site and its immediate environs was undertaken. 
This provided a detailed record of the site in advance of any 

ground disturbance and also helped to identify the location 
of modern services crossing the area. Extensive 
magnetometry and resistivity survey was carried out both on 
the moat platform and on the areas outside the ditch. Finally, 
nine trial trenches were opened and three boreholes drilled 
across the site. In addition, the documentary and historic 
map evidence in the County Record Office was examined. 

Small quantities of residual material from the prehistoric to 
middle Saxon periods were recovered. Similarly, there was 
only very limited evidence for settlement in the late Saxon 
period. 

The first substantial domestic settlement on the site was 
established in the Saxo-Norman period. The survival of 
structural evidence for this phase was relatively poor. 
However, an extensive deposit of demolition debris 
appeared to derive from the destruction of clay and timber 



buildings. A rich deposit of charred grain, the animal bone 
assemblage and the predominance of kitchen wares in the 
ceramic assemblage are all indicative of domestic 
occupation. It is noteworthy that large quantities of residual 
10th-1 lth century shell-tempered St Neots ware were 
recovered from later contexts. The excavation of ihe moat 
would undoubtedly have had a very damaging effect on the 
earlier Saxo- Norman settlement. 

Construction and initial occupation of the moat dates to the 
12th-13th century. The ditch defined an area of 
approximately 0.36 ha. Upcast from the excavation was 
used both to raise and level this platform and to construct 
external banks to the north and south. The moat appears to 
have beendeliberately sited on a localised deposit of boulder 
clay. There was no indication of a stream feeding into the 
moat and waterlogged plant remains from the basal fills 
confirm that it did not contain moving water. Interestingly, 
the base of the southern arm of the moat was around 1.75m 
higher than the base of the northern arm, suggesting that the 
two parts of the ditch may not have been contiguous. The 
historic map evidence and the results of the earthwork and 
geophysical surveys seem to confirm that causeways, or at 
least gaps, in the ditch existed in the north-east and 
south-west corners. 

The remains of clay and timber buildings and a post-built 
structure were recorded on the platform. Two iron door keys 
are also indicative of the presence of dwellings. Quantities 
of carbonised grain, the animal bone assemblage and the 
utilitarian nature of the ceramic assemblage again stress the 
agricultural and domestic nature of the settlement. 

Continued occupation of the moated site into the late 
medieval period is represented by a stone building phase. 
One or more buildings were sited along the northern edge 
of the platform and the presence of two hearths towards the 
south-west corner may indicate the site of a kitchen. A 
metalled courtyard covered much of the eastern half of the 
platform and linked up with a possible trackway leading 
from the north-east corner towards Lambcourt End. There 
is evidence for re-cutting and maintenance of the ditch and 
a new internal bank was constructed in the south-west corner 
of the platform. The ceramic and animal bone assemblages 
are still typical for a domestic site, with the former now 
including regional imports as well as local wares. 

The ceramic assemblage suggests that occupation of the site 
ceased during the 15th century. Levelling and landscaping, 
probably with imported ploughsoil, took place to the north 
and south of the moated site. This is likely to have been the 
work of Sir Gillies Payne, who emparked the area in the late 
eighteenth century. A fence line across the moat platform 
suggests it may have been used as an animal pen. There was 
also some evidence for the salvaging of stone from the 
abandoned buildings. 

The work at Tempsford has substantially added to our 
knowledge of Bedfordshire moated sites and the medieval 
settlement pattern in the north of the county. It is clear from 
the evidence recovered during the evaluation that the moat 
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was constructed on the site of a pre-existing Saxo-Norman 
settlement. This in itself is of considerable interest as it raises 
the possibility of the moated homestead being a replacement 
for an earlier Saxo-Norman establishment. The domestic 
and agricultural nature of the finds and environmental 
assemblages from both phases certainly demonstrates some 
continuity in the types of activity taking place on the site. 

The existence of the earlier Saxo-Norman settlement is also 
highly significant when the historical evidence is 
considered. There are no direct references to the moated site 
in the County Record Office but a number of surviving maps 
and documents are of interest. 

In 1769 Sir Gillies Payne bought a considerable quantity of 
property in the area, including the Manors of Tempsford, 
Brayes and Draytons, a single capital messuage (je the old 
Tempsford manor house, which stood near Tempsford Lock 
at the confluence of the Great Ouse and Ive!) and a "close 
called Brayes manor, pasture, meadow and arable 
containing 105 acres 1 rood". Tempsford was enclosed in 
1778 and, on part of the former common land allotted to him, 
Sir Gillies, at some time before his death in 1801, laid out 
Tempsford Park and built a mansion house to replace the old 
manor house next to the river. 

Unfortunately no maps, pre-dating the creation of 
Tempsford Park, survive to show the pre-enclosure 
landscape. However, the first edition O.S. 6 inch map does 
show properties fronting onto almost the entire length of 
present-day Station Road (known as Lambcourt or Lampitt 
End in the medieval period) and the apparent survival of 
former tree-lined property boundaries in Tempsford Park 
does suggest that former medieval closes were incorporated 
into at least part of the new park. Amongst these would have 
been the close in which the moated site stood. It is possible 
that this may have been the "close called Brayes manor" 
referred to above. 

If the identification of the moated site as the capital 
messuage of Brayes Manor is correct, then this adds 
considerably to our historical knowledge of the site. The 
existence of Brayes Manor as a separate estate has been 
traced back to Domesday Book (VCH 1912, 251). At that 
time the land was held from the king by Richard Poynant 
and in the pre-conquest period had been held by three 
freemen. By contrast, Draytons (the other former manor 
bought by Sir Gillies in 1769) was much younger. It was 
only split from the main Manor of Tempsford in the late 13th 
century and the two were re-united in 1565-6. 

If the moated site was the headquarters of Brayes manor (and 
the presence of the Saxo-Norman settlement supports this 
hypothesis), then it fits into the model of medieval 
landholding in northern Bedfordshire put forward by Brown 
and Taylor (1991). This has identified a number of moats 
belonging to small medieval estates, which can be traced 
back to the smaller holdings of land described in Domesday 
Book. These units were held by groups of freemen who were 
replaced by a single overlord following the Norman 
conquest (for Brayes manor, three freemen were replaced 



Fig 2. Peartree Farm, Elstow. All features plan. 
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by Richard Poynant). However, although the tenurial 
organisation of the estates was changed, the pattern of small 
scale, dispersed land holding survived into the medieval 
period. Rather than planned, nucleated settlements, villages 
took the form of a series of long rows of houses, known as 
"ends". Tempsford is one such village and the location of 
the moated site within Lambcourt End places it quite neatly 
into this pattern of dispersed settlement. 

Land off Hinksley Road, Flitwick (IL 0335) 

Evaluation work, on behalf of the County Council's 
Business Services Department, was carried out on 3.5 ha. of 
land intended for housing development. The site was located 
on the north- eastern edge of Flitwick on a low ridge between 
the river Flit to the south and one of its small tributaries to 
the north. The evaluation was undertaken due to the 
presence of extensive cropmarks on the site. Many of these 
were clearly geological in origin; others were less easy to 
characterise but appeared to represent enclosUres and linear 
ditches. 

Four stages of work were carried out in the course of the 
evaluation. A rectified plot of all known aerial photographs 
of the cropmarks was made. Detailed magne tometry survey 
and fieldwalking were undertaken. Finally, a series of trial 
trenches was excavated. 

The evaluation identified three principal zones of 
archaeological interest. The most significant was centred on 
a sub-circular, mid-late Iron Age enclosure, measuring 
approximately 40m x 30m, with a probable entrance way to 
the south-west. Around the enclosure were a number of 
associated linear features, including a pair of parallel ditches 
to the north-east. 

Within the enclosure a profusion of intercutting pits, post 
holes, ditches and roundhouse drip gullies survived, 
strongly indicative of a prolonged period of occupation. The 
ceramic" assemblage was dominated by fine and coarse 
sandy wares. The forms were typical of a domestic 
assemblage, comprising mainly unsooted vessels, used 
probably for storage or food consumption. No butchered 
animal bone was recovered from within the enclosure. 
However, this can be attributed to the acidity of the soil, 
which also badly damaged the shell tempered pottery. The 
recovery of a hearth bottom slag is suggestive of a 
small-scale forging and smithing operation. The site thus 
appears to represent a small farmstead. 

The two remaining zones of archaeological interest 
consisted of an area of early Roman isolated pits and ditches, 
which are probably peripheral to a larger nearby settlement, 
and a pair of parallel medieval field boundary ditches. 

Peartree Farm, Elstow (IL 0446) 

As part of a programme of fieldwork along the line of the 
Bedford Southern Bypass (SMA 1993 pp7-12), excavation 

took place at Peartree Farm between October and December 
of 1993, sponsored by the Department of Transport. An area 
of approximately 2.7ha was stripped of topsoil over a clearly 
defined crop mark site interpreted as a Romano-British 
farmstead. 

Four main periods of activity were represented; prehistoric 
land clearance, Iron-Age land division, the Romano-British 
farmstead spanning the first to fourth centuries and finally, 
an as yet barely discernible Saxon presence. 

The earliest phase of activity was marked by a group of 
shallow irregular features, scattered more or less evenly 
across the site, interpreted as tree-throw holes. Several 
contained relatively high proportions of charcoal flecics and 
in some cases fragments, suggesting that fire was the agent 
of clearance. Small amounts of prehistoric pottery, probably 
of Neolithic date, were also recovered. The cleared 
landscape had been divided at least by the Iron age when a 
single linear boundary was driven across the site. No other 
features of Iron Age date were recovered. 

The main period of occupation began in the late first century 
with the establishment of a small fanristead to the east of a 
ditched droveway. The framework established at this time 
was largely to survive unaltered into the fourth century. The 
settlement focus, defined by a concentration of pits, 
post-holes and short lengths of gully, lay within the 
north-west corner of a large ditched enclosure, sub-divided, 
and apparently also containing extensive open areas. A 
similar enclosure lay to the south separated from the first by 
an east-west corridor that may represent a second droveway. 
To the west were ditches, previously undetected in aerial 
photographs, clearly indicating an extensive system of 
outfields. 

Preliminary results indicate a final phase of activity during 
the Saxon period when a complex of rectangular enclosures 
replaced the Romano-British system, pits, whose upper fills 
contained small amounts of Saxon pottery, cutting through 
the earlier enclosure ditches. 
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

BLETCHLEY PARK 
Peter Jarvis 

Bletchley Park first comes onto historical record in 1308 

when it was owned by the de Grey family who owned it until 
the early 17th century: members of the family are still in the 

area and indeed Mr Nigel de Grey was a codebreaker there 

during the Second World War. Bletchley was sold about 

1620, and the Park passed through other hands, most notably 
those of Browne Willis the antiquary who built theie about 

1710 a house which he called Water Hall, in memory of the 

Grey's old house of that name at Water Eaton. In the 1880s 

the Park was bought by Mr (later Sir) Herbert Samuel Leon, 

a wealthy stockbroker from London who built the existing 
Victorian mansion around 1883 and added to it 
subsequently. As it has a portico and battlements it has been 

listed as a Grade II Historic Building: despite the obvious 

intentions of the Act, buildings are generally listed on 

architectural grounds. 

However history is not always so tidy as to happen in 

buildings of architectural interest. In 1937 Lady Leon died 

and in 1938 Bletchley Park was taken over by the 

Government Code & Cipher School. During the Second 

World War it was the centre of an astonishing exercise in 

breaking the codes of the Axis forces by which we read 

German, Italian and Japanese messages between their 

commanders and their forces in the field. It is the general 

view that the work at Bletchley shortened the Second War 
by some three years, and saved many thousands of lives. 

Two main processes were involved - one tactical and one 

strategic. The tactical process was the breaking of the 

'Enigma' codes; the Enigma machine was used to encipher 

messages between Axis commanders and their forces in the 

field. For instance, during the Battle of the Atlantic - the one 

place where we could easily have lost the war - German 

submarines were refuelled in quiet places by `milch-cow' 
submarines with diesel fuel, torpedoes and letters from 

home. When the ciphers detailing the times and places of 
these rendezvous were broken, it was possible to send an 

aircraft to bomb the submarines while they were on the 

surface with their hatches open and fastened together by oil 
pipes. When ten of the twelve milch-cow submarines had 

been sunk, Donitz had to withdraw his submarines from the 

western Atlantic. 

Enigma messages were sorted by the Watch in Hut 3 and 

then passed to the adjacent Huts 6 (Army and Air Force) or 

Huts 4 and 8 (Navy). Having been broken, the Wren 

(Womens Royal Naval Service) officer of the 'Bombes' or 

decoding machines would ask 'What is the menu for today?' 

meaning 'Where do I plug the leads into my decoding 

machines today?': the word 'menu' has been in computer 

usage ever since, though few computer experts could tell 

you that the expression came from Bletchley Park in 1940 

or 1941. 
The strategical machine was the Geheimschreiber or 'secret 
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writer'. This was 'Hitler's private line': a more complex 
machine which could not be broken by any of the usual 

methods and for which the first programmable electric 
computer was devised. The first of these, 'Colossus' was 

completed in December 1943. In July 1944, Hitler's orders 

to von Rundstedt in Normandy were intercepted and 

deciphered in Bletchley Park to such effect that the Allies 
were able to wipe out almost the whole of the German army 
in the West at the Battle of the Falaise Gap. 

Although the buildings in the Park were known as Huts, 

many, of them are substantial buildings of brick. For 
instance, A Block, where many of the 'Bombes' were 

housed, has a twelve-inch reinforced concrete roof, a 

twelve-inch reinforced concrete floor under the upstairs 

floor and doubtless something similar at ground level: it is 

held up by 274 large steel joists, and has multiple strong 
rooms and four gas locks. It is proof against the high 
explosive bombs of the period: there cannot be many bomb- 

proof, Os-proof buildings around, especially where such 

stirring events took place, yet it is not considered to be 

worthy of listing as an Historic Building! 

Another block contained the Index wherein every person 

place or thing mentioned in the decrypts was carefully 
entered on the largest card index in the world; other blocks 
contained Colossi, the Bombe training unit, and endless 

open-plan offices for dealing with Italian or Japanese naval 

and merchant navel codes, planning for Operation Overlord 
(the invasion of Normandy) and many other things which 
we have not yet sorted out. There is even an Incinerator of 
Official Secrets in working order - it is said to have been 

managed by three men in brown coats called Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego. D and G blocks are laid out in 
wings on either side of a central corridor: to the casual eye 

for the air it looks like a hospital. Twelve thousand people 

worked here, mainly on a 'need to know' basis, during the 

later stages of the war. Churchill called it his 'goose that laid 
the golden eggs' and the Wrens as his 'little chickens who 
didn't cackle'. Nobody spoke about their work for thirty 
years after the war. 

Apart from such matters as a Romano-British farm on the 

site and the remains of Browne Willis's estate, the 

archaeology of cryptology is well worth study. The relative 

positions of the Watch, the various Huts in the early stages 

and the larger blocks for the teleprinters (which were 

installed by the hundred), the Bombes. the Colossi, and the 

offices for the many typists. Even the humble sentry box still 
stands by the back gate where despatch riders rode in or out, 
forty or fifty to the hour. 

Most of the site still belongs to the Government, which is 

supportive of our aim to preserve Bletchley Park for the 

nation, though they are a little slow in getting the paperwork 
of a lease done. The rest of the Park now belongs to British 
Telecom which is not yet getting its act together: one would 
think that a National Museum of Telecommunications might 
appeal to them. 

We have in mind to rebuild a Mark I Colossus computer and 



put it in one of the buildings which held them. Other early 
computers which there is no space to display elsewhere 
could readily be shown, and the outlyirig parts of the site let 
out to produce rents to cover the costs of the museums. The 
Park has about 55 acres (22ha.) of ground. There is about 
300,000 sq.ft. of solidly built floor space available. We can 
readily offer to accommodate the Buckinghamshire County 
Museum; there is not room for everything at Aylesbury! 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY MUSEUM 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICE 

Fieldwork undertaken during 1993. 

Jonathan Parkhouse 

Assessments arising from road proposals formed a 
significant element of the Archaeological Service's 
programme. Dialogue continued to develop with the 
Department of Transport and the County Engineer's 
Department (subsumed during the year within the new 
County Planning and Transportation Department), ensuring 
that a staged programme of assessment is incorporated 
within the development of road schemes. The scale of 
assessment ranged from preliminary desktop and field 
reconnaissance (eg Olney bypass) through to detailed trial 
trenching (cg Lavendon bypass), although no full 
excavations have yet been undertaken under the new 
arrangements. 

The largest excavation project was the investigation of the 
Museum's own premises in Aylesbury. A small excavation 
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was also undertaken at Castlethorpe as a consequence of a 
Scheduled Monument Consent. Several smaller scale 
investigations were occasioned by chance finds during the 
year, whilst evaluations in advance of a variety of 
developments (apart from the road schemes mentioned 
above) were also undertaken. 

MI Widening. 
A programme of fieldwallcing was undertaken along the 
margins of the M1 on behalf of Acer Consultants and the 
Department of Transport as part of a staged programme of 
assessment in advance of motorway widening. Geophysical 
survey was also undertaken by the Bartlett-Clark 
Consultancy and Geoquest Associates. 

Fourteen sites were identified as being worthy of further 
investigation, of which nine were unknown prior to the 
present studies. Amongst these the following are of note: 

At Tathall End, Hanslope (SP 822 465), the previously 
unrecorded earthworks (noted briefly in SMA 23) were 
surveyed. The features are difficult to interpret but include 
a distinct holloway flanked by terraces and possible house 
platforms. Ponds/ gravel quarries are also present. The 
geophysical results, although inconclusive, were consistent 
with past occupation of the site. The adjacent field (called 
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Abbey Close in 1779, althoughthere is no other 
ecclesiastical connexion known) contained a dense scatter 
of building stone, some reddened by burning, and medieval 
sherds. The features as a whole may be related to Tothall 
Manor, which is first recorded in the early thirteenth century. 

West of Caldecotte, a dense palimpsest of features was 
revealed by geophysical survey. Although some of the major 
features had already been noted on aerial photographs the 
geophysical work provided considerably greater resolution 
of smaller features. 

At Hartigan's Pit, south of the River Ouse, few surface 
finds were made, but aerial photographs and geophysical 
survey indicate the presence of several pits and an enclosure 
as well as ring ditches. 

It is anticipated that further field evaluation involving 
trenching will take place during 1994. 

A4I8 Wing Bypass. 
A programme of assessment was undertaken for the County 
Engineer's Department in advance of a Public Enquiry. The 
route favoured by the County passed through the Scheduled 
earthworks of Wing Park. Here ground survey, aerial 
photograph analysis, geophysics (conducted by Oxford 
Archaeotechnics) and a programme of test pitting 
demonstrated that the earthworks are probably mainly 
related to the gardens of Asc,ott House, which was built by 
the prosperous Dormer family during the first half of the 
sixteenth century. Ascott House was ruinous by the early 
eighteenth century and the demesne was deparked in 1727. 
The earthworks include' a formal terraced garden, 
geometrical ornamental beds, a canal fed by reservoirs and 
leading to a polygonal pond, and (further from the house and 
the main garden features) a series of small mounds (pillow 
mounds or tree mounds?), ditched enclosures, and ditches 
defining small closes which may have been laid out after the 
park had ceased to. be maintained. This post-medieval 
landscape replaced a pattern of ridge and furrow; one area 
of ridge and furrow in the part of the site closest to Wing 
village was superimposed upon an area of medieval 
occupation, characterised by enhanced magnetic 
susceptibility and a high rate of artefact retrieval from the 
test pits. 

This medieval activity is difficult to place within the 
settlement history of the immediate environs. The area 
concerned is located on the edge of Ascott Manor, which is 
not recorded until 1317, although the placename Estcota 
occurs a century earlier. The medieval occupation may 
possibly predate the establishment of the manor of Ascott 
and be part of Wing Manor, although the main focus of 
settlement may well have been further north in the area of 
the probable motte and the well-known Saxon Church. 

The fieldwalking and geophysical elements of the Wing 
bypass assessment also revealed the presence of a 
previously unrecorded ringditch at Waterloo Farm (SP 892 
273), a palimpsest of features at Westpark Farm (SP 872 



214), a small sub-rectangular feature at Mill Cottages (SP 
877 218), and further details which enhanced existing 
information on previously known sites. Further work is not 
anticipated in the light of the Minister's decision, 
consequent upon the Public Enquiry, not to proceed with the 
particular route being proposed. 

A428 Lavendon Bypass. 
A staged programme of assessment was undertaken for 
David Huskisson Associates and the Department of 
Transport in connection with the Lavendon Bypass. (The 
bypass scheme is amongst those subsequently abandoned in 

the Department of Transport's recent review of its Trunk 
Road programme). After desktop assessment, fieldwal king 
and geophysical survey, two sites (A and C) were selected 
for trial trenching. In each instance a 1.8m wide trench was 

dug mechanically along the road centreline, and the features 
thus expbsed were then investigated under the direction of 
Dave Bonner. A third site, B, was investigated by means of 
test pits but produced no positive archaeological data. 

Site A (SP 9054), situated to the east of Nest Farm (west of 
the village), was known to exist prior to assessment, and was 
originally manifested as a surface scatter of Romano-British 
pottery and building debris. Geophysical survey showed 
that the surface scatter was part of a more extensive area of 
ditched enclosures, curvilinear ditches and other features. 

Four main phases of activity were recognised as a result of 
the trial trenching: an early to middle Iron Age enclosure 
and associated activity; probable late Iron Age activity; an 

early Romano-British enclosure and associated occupation 
activity; a late Roman settlement extending beyond the 

limits of the earlier R-B enclosure. 

The early to middle Iron Age activity appeared to be 

restricted to the northeastern part of the area assessed. The 

principal features explored consisted of ditches (one of 
which defined a sub-circular enclosure, c25m in diameter, 
identified by the magnetometer sUrvey) and gullies. No 

structural evidence for domestic settlement was found and 
the total absence of occupation features such as storage pits 
is unusual, although such absence. may be an anomaly 
related to the sampling bias inherent in this type of 
assessment. The quantity of butchered bone indicates one 
probable functional element of the site. 

The late Iron Age features were concentrated in the adjacent 
field, suggesting some degree of settlement drift, allhough 
the spatial extent of this phase was difficult to determine. 

In the second century AD a Romano-British settlement was 

imposed upon the Iron Age landscape. This settlement, 
possibly centred upon a villa located away from the 

proposed road line, was defined by an oval ditched enclosure 
measuring 115m along its longest axis. 

Evidence for renewed activity on the site was reflected by 

the re-digging of the silted-up enclosure ditch, although in 

this phase, dated to the third/fourth century, the re-cut ditch 
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was less substantial than in the previous phase and there was 
evidence for a number of features outside the original 
enclosure: this final phase of activity seems to have been 
delimited by double ditches defining a much larger area than 
the earlier enclosure. 

Site C (SP 92 52), situated north of the B565 close to its 
junction with Bedford Road, was initially detected as an area 
of enhanced magnetic susceptibility. The presence of an 
oilseed rape crop had seriously reduced the efficacy of 
fieldWallcing and magnetometry. Trenching revealed the 
presence of a sparse scatier of prehistoric cut features, 
representing activity in both the early neolithic and the late 
Bronze Age/early Iron Age. The low density of features 
meant that it was not possible to identify a core activity area 
for either phase, although it seems unlikely that the two 
phases were spatially exclusive. 

The principal features of the neolithic phase were two pits 

containing forty-eight sherds of pottery, a greenstone axe 
fragment, and a large quantity of charred hazel-nut shell 
fragments (with a few fragments showing traces of 
infestation by the weevil Curculio nucum). The nut shell 
fragments, numbering approximately 10,000, emphasise the 

continued economic importance of non-cultivated food 
resources during the neolithic. A small homogenous flint 
assemblage was recovered from these two pits and other 
contexts. Despite an absence of diagnostic material, blades 
and narrow flake forms predominated, suggesting 
mesolithic affinities, but the pottery, and a diagnostically 
neolithic denticulate, as well as an absence of mesolithic 
material from other contexts, suggested a discrete neolithic 
assemblage rather than one into which residual mesolithic 
material had become incorporated. Charcoal froM 
Buckthorn and sloe, as well as other woodland species, 
suggests that there had been at least some opening of the tree 
canopy. 

The late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age phase was represented 
by a single pit containing twenty-seven sherds, although 
other undatable features, including curvilinear gullies, were 

also present. Analysis by Dr Mark Robinson (University of 
Oxford) of material floated from the pit sediments 
demonstrated the presence of crumbs of charred bread, 
including grains of wheat and hulled barley as well as cereal 
chaff. 

M25 widening. 
An assessment of the margins of the M25 between junctions 
15 and 16 Was undertaken in advance of proposed motorway 
widening. The area has been considerably disturbed by 
gravel extraction, and in the undisturbed sectors the extent 
of arable fields available for fieldwalking was negligible. 
Geophysical survey of available undisturbed areas was 
undertaken by Oxford Archaeotechnics. No entirely new 

sites were discovered, although there was some 
enhancement of existing information. Four sites have been 
identified as being worth further evaluation by means of trial 
trenching. 



A509 Olney Bypass. 
A preliminary desktop assessment of four possible route 
options for, the proposed Olney Bypass was undertaken for 
Buckinghamshire County Council Planning and 
Transportation Department. No new sites were located at 
this very early stage of work. 

County Museum, Aylesbury (SP 817 138). 
Excavations were conducted at the County Museum, 
Church Street, Aylesbury, under the direction of Dave 
Bonner, during July and Augusi. The work was necessitated 
by the construction of a basement beneath the new Art 
Gallery. In addition an ongoing watching brief has been 
maintained intermittently throughout the refurbishment 
programme. 

The earliest evidence of settlement consisted of three 
ephemeral Iron Age features, which probably relate to the 
hillfort within which Aylesbury was later to be sited. A small 
quantity of Iron Age pottery recovered residually from 
nearby contexts implies the later disturbance of other Iron 
Age features in the vicinity. 

No features could confidently be assigned to the Roman or 
Saxon periods. 

During the medieval period, part of the site was in use as a 
cemetery. Two phases of burial were identified. Fourteen 
graves belonged to the earlier phase, and were generally 
aligned between southwest to northeast, and east to west. 
These lay in organised rows and mostly had sub-rectangular 
cuts into the underlying limestone bedrock. Some of the cuts 
had a ledge, which may have supported a wooden plank 
above the body. Traces of such a plank were found above a 
body investigated during the early phases of the watching 
brief. One cut was body-shaped. 

The later phase of burials was aligned at right angles to the 
earlier phase, ie north-west to south-east. The reason for this 
departure from the normal rite is unknown. A number of 
graves were cut into the upper fill of an earlier medieval cess 
pit which in tum cut a ditch, possibly a property boundary. 
The. stratigraphic evidence suggests that the graves date 
between the late 12th and 14th centuries AD and were 
probably part of a larger cemetery associated with the 
adjacent St Mary's church. Other burials have been found 
at intervals along Church Street, although those from the 
George Street excavations further south were Saxon, and 
presumed to be associated with the Minster Church. Several 
other inhumations and disarticulated remains have been 
noted during the current building operations, but such dating 
evidence as has been recovered with them indicates that 
these are contemporary with one or other of the two 
cemetery phases recorded during the main excavation. 

Elsewhere, evidence for at least three phases of refuse pits 
was found. Much of the pit digging appeared to date from 
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, but it is unclear 
whether this activity was contemporary with the cemetery 
(and thus, presumably physically delimited from it), or 
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whether the cemetery originally extended further and had 
later been violated by the pits. 

Evidence of post-medieval activity was also found, 
including sixteenth and seventeenth century floor surfaces 
which predated the existing museum buildings, and 
eighteenth and nineteenth century floors, cess pits and wells 
which were contemporary with earlier phase of their use. 
The frequency of pits, graves and wells was such that the 
builders of the early eighteenth century structures, which 
comprise much of the County Museum, were obliged to 
found their walls on relieving arches. 

Notley (SP 715 093). 
Three small trial trenches were excavated under the 
supervision of Nicola Smith for English Heritage at the 
dovecote at the Augustinian Notley Abbey, near Long 
Crendon. These were dug in advance of structural repairs, 
in order to examine the nature and depth of the foundations. 
Dumps of Brosely tile from an earlier roof were noted. In 
addition some fifteen moulded fragments of architectural 
masonry, stored within the dovecote and believed to be from 
the abbey buildings, were recorded. 

Medmenham (SU 807 838). 
Little is known of the history and development of this 
Cistercian Abbey, founded in 1204 on lands given to 
Woburn Abbey. After a difficult start and the failure of the 
initial foundation, it became an independent Abbey in 1213. 
At the time of the dissolution in 1536 the buildings were 
ruinous and only the Abbot and a single monk were in 
residence. Little, if any, of the Abbey fabric exists above 
ground; only a single pier with quatrefoil section is possibly 
of medieval date, and that has been patched with brick. The 
plan of the Abbey and claustral buildings is therefore largely 
a matter of conjecture. 

During the course of building work at Abbey House (a late 
sixteenth century structure with eighteenth and late 
nineteenth century additions), burials and building 
foundations were exposed within a pipe trench and recorded 
by a small team led by Phil Carstairs. 

The inhumations, all orientated east-west, were buried at 
depths varying between 0.3 and 1.0m below present ground 
surface. Eight burials or parts Of burials were recorded: on- 
site examination suggested that six were adults, one a child, 
and one an adolescent. A quantity of disarticulated material 
was also recovered from the graveyard soil. It is assumed 
that the burials were those of lay brothers or monks of the 
Abbey, or perhaps the remains of benefactors or their 
families. 

In addition to the burials, a series of what may have been the 
foundations of buttresses or pillars were observed along one 
side of the pipe-trench section together with a length of chalk 
wall foundation; another wall foundation crossed the trench 
at right angles. These structural remains represent the first 
firm archaeological evidence for the Abbey. 



Castlethorpe (SP 796 443). 
A programme of work was undertaken for Anglian Water in 

advance of sewer pipe laying as a condition of Scheduled 
Monument Consent. Work was undertaken intermittently 
between March and November. The original intention had 

been to thrust-bore beneath the Scheduled medieval 
earthworks, minimising damage, but geological problems 
were encountered which necessitated the excavation of an 
open cut through the earthwork bank. The main phase of 
work was directed by Andrew Hunn and Dave Bonner. 

The castle is traditionally held to have been established - 

during the twelfth century by William Mauduit, who held it 
against King Stephen. The castle was the administrative 
centre of the Honour of Hanslope. In 1215 the castle, now 
held by Robert Mauduit against King John, was taken and 
demolished by Fawkes de Breaute, who was formally 
granted it in the following year but does not appear to have 
rebuilt it. It was restored to the Mauduits by c 1222, and 
passed to the Beauchamp family in 1263. In 1292 William 
Beauchamp obtained a licence to crenellate his house at 

Hanslope; his house was adjacent to a viridarium 
(presumably a garden court). The location of the house and 

the viridarium is far from certain, but it may possibly have 

been within the area of the Castlethorpe earthworks. 

Today, the greater part of the earthwork complex is situated 
to the northeast of the main Euston - Rugby railway line. 

These earthworlcs consist of a motte and circular inner bailey 

(perhaps originally a simple ringwork enclosure) and a 

rectilinear (and possibly later) outer earthwork. The location. 
of the southern part of the outer defensive circuit is unknown 
and may be beneath the railway, although it is possible that 

the present street pattern may have fossilised some elements 
of the defensive circuit. 

The enclosure to the southwest of the railway, through 
which the pipeline was laid, is rather different in character, 
being wholly rectilinear. Its relationship with the main castle 

earthworks is unfortunately irrecoverable, having been 

truncated by the railway line, but the bank is more prominent 
than that of the outer enclosure on the other side of the 

railway, and their alignments differ significantly, The 

remains consist of two sides of a sub- rectangular enclosure, 
originally at least 140m long and 70m wide, defined by a 

prominent, steep-sided bank and a shallow outer ditch. 
There are also internal banks, partially cut away by the 

railway. 

This enclosure is marked on OS maps as "fishponds", but 

the location on slightly sloping ground, together with the 

variation in ground level between the various internal 

compartments would tend to discount this interpretation. 

The main objective of the excavation was to section the main 

enclosure bank and associated ditch. Adjacent areas were 

also examined within the enclosure and outside, to the south 

of the bank. 

No evidence was recovered for any form of palisade or 

revetment. A simply banded primary core had been buried 
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beneath a more complex sequence of soil dumps, which 
raised the bank to a height of clm. Construction material for 
the most part consisted of clays and clay-barns derived from 
local deposits of Blisworth Limestone and Boulder Clay. No 
surviving structures, such as internal revetments or 
strengthening by means of turf or timber, could be seen. 

The ditch to the south of the bank was found to be just 0.4m 
deep and therefore could have only contributed an 
insubstantial amount to the make-up of the bank. The 
remaining bank make-up may have been derived from some 
form of more general landscaping. A small tumble of 
limestone slabs within the ditch fills may have been derived 
from a structure on the front or the top of the bank but no 
trace of such a structure was found in situ. 

The bank sealed a possible original ground surface and also 
a number of cut features pre-dating the bank construction: 
These features included a large one metre deep ditch aligned 
north - south (at right angles to the bank) with evidence for 

a possible wooded revetment against one side. The 
anaerobic clayey-silt fills were water deposited and suggest 
that this feature may have served to drain water from the 

area to the north, and perhaps from one of the castle ditches. 
Two other similar but smaller ditches drained into the larger 
ditch. 

No features were visible within the enclosure apart from a 

possible area of cobbling and a short length of a minor gully. 

Further areas were examined to the south of the enclosure 
within the pipeline corridor. This area contained relict ridge 
and furrow. Beneath the remnant ploughsoil were a number 
of earlier medieval features including a ditch and six pits, 
presumably refuse pits. 

The investigations demonstrate the medieval origin of the 

earthwork, and the fact that there was activity on the site 
prior to the construction of the earthwork. The large ditch 
beneath the bank appears to have been concerned with water 
management, but it is difficult to be more specific about the 

matter. If the feature is a mill-leat, then the location of the 

mill is problematical. The ditch appears to be draining 
downhill from the direction of the castle and may therefore 
have taken water away from the castle ditch. There is 

presently a culvert only a few metres to the east, which 
suggests that there may always have been a need for some 
form of drainage feature on this alignment. 

Little evidence was recovered which shed light on the 

function of the enclosure itself. The bank could possibly 
have enclosed William Beauchamp's garden of 1292, bût 
there is insufficient positive evidence to sustain such an 

identification. It seems unlikely that there were buildings of 
any substance within that part of the enclosure which was 
trenched. It is also worth noting that finds were more prolific 
outside the enclosure than within it. 



Little Woolstone Church and Community Centre 
(SP 8756 3928). 
Two trenches were excavated under the direction of Phil 
Carstairs adjacent to the chancel in order to inspect the 
foundations and devise a programme of underpinning. The 
present structure is nineteenth century but replaces a 
medieval chancel. Inhumations were found beneath the 
south chancel wall, but no traces of the earlier chancel. 

Milton Keynes Village (SP 88 39) 
A watching brief was undertaken by Phil Carstairs during 
the construction of a "redway" (cyclepath) and bridlepath. 
Three burials were revealed, and a quantity of disarticulated 
human bone. These belonged to the late Anglo-Saxon 
cemetery first discovered in 1967 and examined more 
extensively during 1982 (see SMA 23, pp 33-4). 

Hunter Street, Buckingham (SP 6925 3355). 
An evaluation was undertaken on behalf of the University 
of Buckingham, as a result of proposals to construct a new 
law library. The area is within the possible limits of the 
Saxon burh; in addition the location adjacent to the river 
Ouse suggested that there was a possibility of earlier 
waterlogged deposits being present. 

The main features explored related to a tannery which 
appears to have commenced operation in the early 
eighteenth century and ceased in the mid-nineteenth 
century. A number of tanning pits were recorded. No 
evidence of Saxon or medieval occupation was discovered: 
it is considered that at the time this area was too low lying 
and prone to flooding. Medieval material had previously 
been excavated on slightly higher ground on the opposite 
side of Hunter Street, and the boundary of such activity must 
therefore lie a little to the east of the evaluation area. 

The alluvial sequence was examined, but there were no signs 
of anthropogenic influences until the post-medieval period. 

Parsonage Farm, Wingrave (SP 8685 1921). 
An evaluation, by means of trial trenching, was carried out 
on a possible moated site prior to housing development. 
Although further evidence was found for the extent of the 
moat, no evidence for medieval occupation was discovered 
and it was concluded that the moat was probably of 
post-medieval date. 

EXCAVATIONS AT PANN MILL, HIGH WYCOMBE 

Stanley P.Cau vain 

In the 1960's Pann Mill was a working mill on the river Wye 
which runs through the town of High Wycombe. The mill 
was located on the western end of the town open space, 
known as 'The Rye'. The mill buildings were demolished 
by the High Wycombe Town Council in 1970 leaving only 
a supporting wall for the surviving water-wheel and some 
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aSsociated machinery. The High Wycombe Society adopted 
the site and started a project to restore the wheel to working 
condition. They succeeded in having a small museum 
building erected on the site but not on the alignment of the 
original buildings. At various times during the year the High 
Wycombe Society run the restored wheel. The grounds of 
the mill remain in the care of the local council who were 
planning a series of site improvements, some of which might 
affect the archaeological integrity of the site. 

A series of excavations were undertaken 1993 with the aim 
examining the surviving archaeology on the site. In March 
the excavations revealed part of the foundations of the 
demolished mill and the mill house. At the junction of the 
mill and the house was a brick lined culvert which had been 
rebuilt at least once. The house was built over the culvert in 
about 1850-60 which coincides with the siting of the 
existing wheel to the rear of the mill and diversion of the 
mill stream to its current course. The culverts were filled 
with rubble from the recent demolition of the buildings on 
the site. 

In July a trench was cleared within the culvert to check its 
date and history. We were surprised to discover timbers at 
the bottom of the culvert indicating that this was the location 
of a former wheel pit. Planks had been laid on the bottom of 
the pit and held in place by bolts fixed into squared timbers 
laid at right angles to the planks. The pit predates the 
construction of the house and was partly filled with clean 
chalk rubble, probably from the date of the house 
construction. The pit remained partly open allowing a fine 
black silt to build up on the chalk. The Victorian house 
builders clearly recognised a potential damp problem and 
inserted an air vent in the side of the culvert where it was 
connected to the house. The culvert area was the site of the 
mill wheel before 1850 and when the stream would have run 
straight through the site rather than making the rather odCl, 
almost right angle turn it does currently. 

Evidence to support this conclusion was provided from 
excavations in the bed of the current stream alignment. 
They showed that the southern bank of the strèam was made 
up with chalk, flints, broken bricks and tiles, and held in 
place by a planking revetment (timber survived) and vertical 
stakes (post-holes and surviving timbers). The alignment 
and dating of this bank were consistent with the conclusions 
on the culverts. The stream bed proved to be the source of 
considerable finds of broken pottery, clay pipes, bricks, tiles 
and ironwork from the last 250 years. Four wooden 
condiment spoons were recovered in near perfect condition. 
In one part of the excavation substantial remains of oak 
timbers were noted. They were approximately 8 inches thick 
and there were a number of associated posts on a different 
alignment to the pre-1850 mill stream. The material above 
these timbers was later 17th century in date and so the 
timbers may represent an earlier mill, say circa 1600. 
Periods of inactivity in the mill stream were indicated by the 
build up of a fine clay silt, mostly devoid of finds. 

Underneath the earliest of these layers were successive flint 
and chalk, and chalk floors. The lowest of the chalk floors 



had been rammed down giving a surface that only yielded 
to vigorous work with a pickaxe. The chalk had been 
rammed tightly against two substantial wooden posts, one 

of which survived to height of at least 1m. These posts and 
other smaller ones were clearly older that the chalk'floor and 
on the basis of associated pottery appear to date to the early 
years of the 14th century. The pottery came from the local 
Tylers Green/Penn kilns. The timber posts may be part of 
the mill referred to in 1344 as belonging to Sir ,Hugh de 
Neweton, called 'la Pannell'. The various remairfs on the site 
have been covered with plastic and the trenches baCk-filled 
to preserve the surviving woodwork. The excavations have 
provided us with a comprehensive history of the site and 
quite a few surprises. We are particularly grateful to the 

CVAHS and High Wycombe Society members, and others 
who helped with the excavations. Post-excavation work had 

started and a full publication in the Records of Bucks is 

intended. 

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT 

Drayton Parslow, Parish Church, land adjacent 
(2595 1325) - Jonathan Hiller 

A small evaluation was undertaken in October 1993 on land 

being sold by Drayton Parochial Church Council for 
redevelopment. The proposed development area lay 
immediately to the north of the Church of Holy Trinity, a 
small country church which dates to the 14th century. Ten 
test pits were excavated. 

The deposits encountered in all the pits were generally 
consistent with the activities within an allotment area. The 

soils were usually well sorted, rich sandy and clay loams, 

with frequent charcoal inclusions, over a reddish-brown 
sand natural. 

Most of the layers in each pit contained finds. Mid-late 
Saxon wares and late Saxon to early medieval pottery were 
present though it is unlikely that any of the sherds were 
found in situ as in each case either post-medieval or later 
finds were found either within the same layer, or from layers 

below. 

Newton Blossomville, near Olney, St Nicholas Church 
(SP 9260 5155) - Mark R Roberts 

A watching brief for new drainage works in September 1993 

at St Nicholas Church was maintained on behalf. of 
Shenstone and Partners who were acting for the Church 
Council. 

The church was founded in the 12th century and was rebuilt 

in the 14th century and again in 1862. The church is at the 

NE end of the village. 

Parts of three walls were revealed in trenches dug for french 
drains and soakaways. Two walls may be older than 1862 

and could well be medieval. These lie under the porch 
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(possibly from an older porch) and on the S wall at the 
junction of the nave and chancel. A wall to the S of the porch 
probably leads towards it. No floors external to the current 
structure vvere seen which could indicate that the church was 
larger than it is now. 

Quainton 
(centred SP 705213) - Paul Booth 

Documentary and surface survey was carried out in advance 
of a proposal to construct a temporary access road for a 

landfill site at Calvert. The road runs from the A41, adjacent 
to the former Akeman Street station in Wotton Underwood 
parish, to Calvert. The only archaeological feature of 
significance on or near the proposed route was a possible 
mill pond (the Pond Bay, in Quainton parish), the 
earthworks of which were surveyed (Fig. A). 

The feature is a triangular pond formed by a substantial N-S 
earthwork dam across the River Ray (Bucks SMR PRN 
0089). The pond is defined on its N side by a shallow bank, 
outside which is a narrow channel, presumably to carry 
overflow. It is presumably the latter feature which gives the 

name to the field, Sluice Field. This pond is plausibly 
identified with a triangular one named Nor Lye Pond which 
is shown on a map of 1580 at Doddershall House, 
reproduced in Lipscomb's Antiquities of Buckingham 
(Lipscomb 1847, 410). 

The plan of the earthworks is presented in Fig. A. The 
principal features are the N-S aligned dam at the W end of 
the complex and the channel which runs along the N edge 
of the pond. The dam is described first, then the channel. 

The dam is situated to take advantage of the natural contours 
of the valley of the River Ray. The N side of the valley is 

steeper than the S, which only rises gently. The S end of the 

dam is quite wide and shallow. To the W of the S end a 
noticeable hollow (Z on plan) probably represents a pit from 
which clay was excavated for the dam. E of the S end of the 
dam is a large pond which has been altered in recent times. 

The dam is cut (at point Y on the plan) by the present course 
of the River Ray. A little to the N of this point is a further 
cut (point X) where a breach has been made in recent times'. 

Small mounds of earth at each end of the breach and on both 
N and S sides represent surplus earth derived from this 

operation. N of the breach the dam turns through a rounded 
right angle to the E. On the outside of this corner is another 
small pond of irregular shape, perhaps of relatively recent 
date, which encroaches in part on the line of the channel to 

the N. 

To the E of the small pond is a substantial opening in the N 

'arm of the dam (point V). This cannot have been the original 
end of the dam, but nevertheless appears to be of some 
antiquity. The extent to which the dam continued to the E is 

uhclear. Some 20-30 m E of the gap the natural contour of 
the valley was adequate to contain water and the dam 

structure certainly did not extend further E than this point. 
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It is possible that the dam originally terminated close to point 
V. 

The channel along the N side of the Pond Bay initially runs 
W-E from the NW corner before turning to the SE. It can be 
traced for a distance of about 340 m E of the NW corner of 
the dam. It may originally have extended even further E. 

At its SE end the N side of the channel is cut into the natural 
slope of the valley. Its S side is formed by a well-defined 
artificial bank. This bank can be traced for a distance of some 
150m from its SE end, becoming less well-defined towards 
the NW. Beyond the NW end of the bank as far as point V 
the channel is cut entirely from the natural slope of the 
valley. Beyond the NW corner of the dam the course of the 
channel is unclear. It may have taken a southwesterly course 
up to point W, where the possible channel is very shallow 
indeed and beyond which the ground is obscured by bushes. 
Alternatively it may have disgorged southwards along the 
W face of the dam towards the present course of the river. 

The S side of the Pond Bay is not defined by any identifiable 
earthwork. The natural contour of the S side of the valley 
must have served. 

Eight small test pits, on average about 0.80 m square and at 

Fig A. Quainton, Pond Bay earthwork. 
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most 0.90 m deep, were excavated by hand to the W of the 
Pond Bay dam, four on each side of the River Ray. These 
failed to locate any evidence for a mill structure adjacent to 
the pond. On present evidence the view that the site is not 
that of a mill is preferred, but this possibility cannot be 
completely ruled out without further work. 

Reference 
Lipscomb, G, 1847, The history and antiquities of the 
County of Buckingham, London 

THAMES VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SERVICES 

Safeway Store, Westcroft District Centre, Milton 
Keynes, Buckinghamshire (NGR829349). 

S Ford 
The unexpected discovery of archaeological finds and 
deposits by metal detector users during groundworks for a 
superstore complex led to a hurried rescue excavation on 
behalf of Buckinghamshire County Museums Service. A 
large nucleated pit group with outlying features was 
recorded and appears to be mainly of Iron Age date. Pottery 



finds of Late Neolithic, Late Bronze Age, Roman, Saxon 
and Medieval date were also recovered. 

An area of the site which had not been quarried at the time 
the excavation was mounted was evaluated by a 3% sample 
of machine- dug trenches but did not reveal additional 
deposits. 

Richings Park Golf Course, Iver, Buckinghamshire 
(TQ 028870) - M Hall 

An evaluation of an area of approximately 83 hectares was 
carried out on behalf of Mrs. G. Dutfield of William Boyer 
and Sons Limited in advance of the proposed development 
of a golf course at Richings Park. Evaluation trenches 
totalling 1100 square metres were targetted only on those 
areas of proposed ground disturbance. 

To the west of Withey Brook, at the southern end of the 
proposal area, a number of features were revealed. These 
included a ditch with a burnt layer, a shallow ditch/gully, a 

large pit and 2 probable post-holes with a fire-reddened fill. 
Three features were dated to the medieval period. Although 
the precise boundaries of the site were not established this 

appears to be fairly unambiguous evidence for the presence 
of a small Medieval farmstead. 

In the north-west corner of the site a few sherds of 
prehistoric pottery were recovered from spoil heap searches 
and the base of one trench contained flecks of charcoal, a 

few struck flints and some burnt flint, but no features were 
revealed. 

Princes Rishorough Community Swimming Pool Site, 
Buckinghamshire 
(SP 706057) - S Ford 

An evaluation and rescue excavation was carried out on 

behalf of Wycombe District Council in advance of the 

development of a community swimming pool. The site 
occupies an area of about 0.5 ha, 300 m west of the town 
centre, and is adjacent to the site of a medieval Manor 
complex owned by the Black Prince. 

The evaluation revealed 2 features of archaeological 
interest: firstly a V-shaped ditch of post-medieval date 
originally visible as a linear cropmark, and secondly three 
sections of what is almost certainly a single ditch running 
for at least 65 m across the site in a NNE - SSW alignment.- 
Its profile is U-shaped and it is c. 0.6 m deep and up to 1.5 

m wide. It contained some small sherds of probably Early 

to Middle Iron pottery along with some bone and burnt flint. 
The most significant find from this feature was an intact 
human skull found in an inverted position, together with a 

finger bone, in the lower fill of one section. No articulated 
bories were associated with it and there was no grave cut. 

This type of deposition is not unusual in Iron Age contexts. 
The use of the ditch is not clear but it is unlikely to be a 

settlement enclosure. Two other possible interpretations are 
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that it was a field boundary or territorial boundary. Its small 
size would make it similar to linear earthworks of small 
stature on the Berkshire Downs which have recently been 
shown to be of Late Bronze Age-Early Iron Age date. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY 

Report for 1993 
compiled and edited by Mike Shaw 

INTRODUCTION 

From July 1993 Northamptonshire Archaeology Unit was 
split into two branches, although both remain part of the 
Northamptonshire County Council Planning and 
Transportation Department. The former Curatorial Section 
joined with the Historic Buildings Group to form 
Northamptonshire Heritage, with Alan Hannan as Branch 
Head, while the former Contracts Section became 
Northamptonshire Archaeology with Brian Dix as Branch 
Head. Much thought was given within Northamptonshire 
Archaeology to its future role and a business plan was 
produced setting out the branch's vision "to be a leading 
organisation for archaeological research, providing a 
comprehensive range of quality services to both public and 
private sectots." 

A total of 29 projects was undertaken during the year - all 

but five within Northamptonshire, ranging from large-scale 
recording actions to simple watching briefs. An analysis of 
the work undertaken reveals that four involved desk-top 
survey, seven geophysical survey, two fieldwalking, four 
field reconnaissance, six trial trenching, seven watching 
briefs, two building recording and three excavation. Many 
of the projects involved more than one type of fieldwork. 
The number of projects undertaken has declined from the 
previous year. One notable feature was the reduction in the 
amount of work associated with road schemes, one project 
only in 1993 compared with eleven in 1992. Two major 
projects were commenced, a recording action and watching 
brief ahead of gravel extraction in an area of Iron Age 
settlement at Wollaston and work in connection with the 
restoration of the privy garden at Hampton Court Palace. A 
large-scale recording project during refurbishment of 
Coombe Abbey, Warwickshire, established the branch's 
credibility in building recording. Otherwise the majority of 
projects were small-scale evaluations. One concern must be 
the number of these where the results were either negative 
or negligible. 

P6st-excavation work on those aspects of the Raunds Area 
Survey undertaken by Northamptonshire Archaeology 
continued. Steve Parry completed his text on the Raunds 
Area Survey and it has now been circulated for comment 



prior to publication. Andy Chapman continued his work on 
the report of the excavations at West Cotton. The draft text 
is timetabled for completion in August 1994 after receipt of 
specialist reports. 

FIELDWORK 

Near Brackley 

Fieldwalking was undertaken for English Heritage over an 
area of c 12ha around the Roman villa and ils associated 
mosaics uncovered in 1991 (SMA 22, 32). A total of 1815 
sherds of Roman pottery and 4280 tile fragments was 
recovered. The villa would appear to be of mid to late 
Roman date. Little evidence was found for any preceding 
Iron Age or early Roman occupation or succeeding Saxon 
settlement within the area walked. 

Canons Ashby; Canons Ashby House 
(5P50065773) - lain Soden 

Trial trenching in the roadside verge by Canons Ashby 
House uncovered remains of a metalled surface which may 
relate to a former track within the deserted medieval village 
to the north- east of the house. Part of an earthwork banlc to 

the south-west of the house was also surveyed. 

Daventry; Burnt Walls 
(centred on SP592613) - Sean Steadman 

An evaluation was conducted of an area of some 1.5ha 
immediately north-east of the earthwork of Burnt Walls. 
The study comprised an assessment of the documented 
evidence for the development of the landscape coupled with 
a walkover survey to identify surviving landscape features. 

Irchester; Irchester Roman Town 
(SP92156690) - Peter Masters and lain Soden 

A programme of non-destructive investigation was carried 
out to the north-east of the walled Roman town of Irchester 
in order to assess and record archaeological remains within 
a possible future car-parking area for a proposed Heritage 
Park. A magnetometer survey located evidence of 
rectangular enclosures and possible roundhouses (Fig A). 
Plans for the Heritage Park have now been shelved. 

Lilbourne; All Saints Church 
(SP56057742) - Tain Soden and Tim Sharman 

Observation of the relaying of the chancel floor at the church 
iderttified a possible foundation, a floor with late medieval 
tiles, and three post-medieval brick-lined graves. 
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Oundle; Black Pot Lane 
(TL04158836) - Peter Masters 

A watching brief during the construction of a new garden 
conservatory at Gardenways revealed a ditch, 800mm wide 
and 600mm deep, of late Saxon date. 

Rockingham; Rockingham Castle 
(SP86629132) - Peter Masters and Mark Holmes 

Geophysical survey of the terrace gardens within the walls 
of Rockingham Castle revealed evidence of former garden 
design in addition to features which may have formed part 
of the castle. A resistivity survey of the tennis lawn revealed 
a twin loop or figure-of-eight feature, probably a former path 
(Fig B). It appears to have been enclosed within the 
rectangle of a broader pathway and at various points short 
paths connect the two. Two discrete anomalies in the middle 
of each loop presumably denote central features of some 
kind. 

Fig A. Irchester, magnetometer survey of area 
immediately to the north-east of the walled town. 
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Fig B. Rockingham Castle, resistivity survey of the tennis 
lawn. 

Stanion; Little Lane 
(SP91458702) - Lain Soden 

An evaluation trench was excavated adjacent to Little Lane 
in order to determine whether archaeological remains might 
be affected by development. Late medieval pits containing 
kiln waste, clay dumps and the remains of a late medieval 
building were uncovered. All are probably related to the 

Stanion ceramics industry which flourished between the 
13th and 15th centuries. 

Stanwick; Roman villa 
(SP970715) - Ian Meadows 

A watching brief was maintained during the removal of 
overburden preparatory to gravel extraction on the area of 
the Roman villa and its surrounds excavated between 1984 

and 1991 by David Neal for English Heritage. No significant 
new remains were observed, although a palaeochannel 
adjacent to the villa site contained a series of upright 
timbers, observed by the contractors, which may have been 
the remains of a wharf or a reinforcement of the bank. A 
number of pieces of wood were recovered and are now with 
English Heritage. 

Stoke Albany; Manor Farm 
(SP80778807) - fain Soden 

ROAD SCHEMES 
Test pits were excavated within the Scheduled Ancient 
Monument of Manor Farm fishponds up to a depth of 1m. 
They suggested that the pond had remained in use until 

recent times. No silts demonstrably earlier than the 19th 
century were encountered. 

Towcester; Mandalay House 
(SP68854940) - Lain Soden 

Trial trenching was carried out in the grounds of Mandalay 

0 50m 
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House which lies in the northern suburbs of the Roman town 
of Lactodurum. Roman remains were located but were in a 
poor state of preservation. A metalled surface of early to mid 
4th century date was found in one trench, while residual 
pottery suggests that occupation remains of the 2nd and 3rd 
centuries may survive in the vicinity. 

Wollaston; Pioneer Aggregates Quarry 
(SP895638) - Ian Meadows 

A recording action ahead of gravel extraction was 
commenced. The work comprised pre-emptive excavation 
combined with a watching brief during initial stripping of 
the overburden for gravel extraction (Fig C). The main 
excavation area comprised a pair of small conjoined Iron 
Age enclosures. Their interior was stripped but no positive 
evidence for buildings was uncovered. The enclosures were 
preceded by a number of small late neolithic pits with a dark 
fill which made no coherent structural pattern. Further 
features, as yet undated, with a similar fill proved to be tree 
holes. A double pit alignment ran across the area and was 
shown to pre-date the enclosures. To the east of the 
enclosures a metalled track was uncovered, lying in a slight 
hollow. This track was apparently, in its final phases, of 
Romano-British date, although its origins may go back 
much earlier. 

Further pre-emptive work was undertaken in the area of a 

concentration of Romano-British material. The fragmentary 
remains of a least two late Roman buildings were uncovered. 
They overlay a series of field boundaries defined by ditches 
which ran from the Iron Age into at least the 2nd century 
AD. 

The remaining pre-emptive work was composed of the 
excavation of trenches across partially preserved enclosures 
of Iron Age date. In each the perimeter ditch of the enclosure 
was examined along with part of the interior but no 
unequivocal evidence of structures was recovered. 

Following completion of the pre-emptive work a detailed 
watching brief was maintained. The layout of the ditched 
field systems of Iron Age and Romano-British date was 
recovered and a Roman building and well were identified 
and excavated. The watching brief is continuing and further 
pre-emptive work is planned for 1994. 

A43 Whitfield Turn to Brackley Hatch Dualling 
Tim Sharman 

An archaeological evaluation, undertaken as part of an 
Environrnental Assessment of the proposed route, 
comprised desk- top survey, field reconnaissance and 
fieldwalking. Two new sites were uncovered: a 

concentration of Roman pottery at SP60733991 and the 
earthwork remains of a pond and holloway at SP62304100. 



100m 

Fig C. Wollaston, plan of features recovered by 
excavation and watching brief. Drawn by Lesley Collett 

and Chris Jones. 
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HERITAGE 

1993 Summary 

Graham Cadman 

During 1993 the Field Officer has been primarily concerned 
with conservation and management of archaeological 
monuments and historic landscapes from across the county. 

The portfolio of historic buildings and monuments directly 
owned or managed by Northamptonshire Heritage on behalf 
of the County Council has been increased by two during the 
year bringing the total number of Properties in Care to 27. 
The additions are the Northampton Castle Postern gate and 
the early medieval earthwork ringwork or castle at 
Culworth. A leaflet describing the sites, all of which are 
open to the public, was launched during the summer. 
Working closely with the Branch's Buildings group the first 
5 year plan for the properties has been produced. It aims to 
achieve acceptable maintenance and interpretation 
standards at all properties within a 5 year period. A wide 
range of essential structural works have been undertaken in 
line with implementing the first year of the plan and include 
repairs to the stocks at Kings Sutton, the roof of Cranford 
dovecote and to the 17th century and later decorative iron 
gates at Marston Trussell. Extensive cleaning operations 
have been undertaken at several dovecotes in the interests 
of visitor safety along with other repair and maintenance 
tasks. Structural surveys and monitoring have been initiated 
at sites where longer term remedial works may have to be 
pursued. 

The opportunities for conservation of archaeological and 
historic landscape sites offered by the Countryside 
Commission 's Countryside Stewardship Scheme were 
again pursued during 1993, the third year of operation for 
the historic landscapes category of the scheme. Results are 
still awaited as to the number of successful applications 
though the number of sites subject to referral or consultation 
was greatly up on previous years, the Field Officer 
responding in detail to 28 proposed or actual applications. 
Tracts of medieval open field landscape were targeted for 
inclusion in the scheme, a policy given -added impetus in 
November when the Branch published 'The Open Fields of 
Northamptonshire, the Case for the Preservation of Ridge 
and Furrow', a report commissioned from David Hall. 

Conservation and site management advice and monitoring 
has also continued to be provided for sites across the county 
and has involved close liaison with nature conservation and 
other interests including on occasion metal detectorists. 
Reconnaissance survey, particularly in woodlands has 
continued though at a lower level than in previous years as 
has watching brief activity much of this now being 
undertaken by archaeological contractors and, where 
appropriate, by a developing network by local amateur 
archaeologists. 
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1993 FIELDWORK SUMMARY 

Sandy Kidd 

Daventry (SP58256199) 

Fragment of previously unrecorded hollow way identified 
on west side of hill February 1993. 

Evenley 

Metal objects including broach, ring and coins, mainly of 
Roman date recovered during ongoing survey by metal 
detectorists. NGR not for publication at this stage of work. 
Further details will be published at a later date. 

Southwick (approx centre TL04389228) An inspection was 
conducted of Perio DMV in June following dredging of the 
adjacent stretch of the River Nene and related works. A 
small amount of c13th to 15th century pottery including 
Brill, Potterspury and Lyveden Stanion ware sherds were 
recovered from the dredgings and from the sides of a nearby 
new drain. Some stonework, possibly parts of walls, had 
been exposed by a borrow pit along the extreme eastern 
margin of the DMV. 

Stoke Albany (approx centre SP80758808) 

A watching brief was maintained in late August and 
September during works to restore standing water to a 

medieval pond, part of a medieval moated and fishpond site 
scheduled as an ancient monument. The heavily silted pond 
had previously been the subject of an archaeological 
evaluation conducted by Northamptonshire Archaeology. 
Much of the excavated silts appeared to be of relatively 
recent origin. No ceramics earlier than the 19th century were 
observed during works though some undated Ironstone 
packed 'French drains' were observed during removal of 
silts. The earliest item encountered was a leather mens leg 
boot which Northampton Museum reported as having been 
much repaired being cut down to a shoe and dating to 

c1780-1820. 

Towcester cSP69114883 

Small amount of undated human bone encountered in 
footings for new garage during September. The bone 
underlay a demolished later 19th century building. Site and 
bone examined by Ann Stirland. 

Planning 

Development Control 

The pace of development remained relatively slack 
thoughout 1993. However, several interesting projects have 
been conducted through the planning process on the advice 

of Northamptonshire Heritage. At Higham Ferrers the 
Oxford Archaeological Unit carried out trial trenching on a 
Saxon enclosure to the north of the town. However, despite 
an extensive pottery scatter over some 3 hectares, features 
were only found in a relatively small area. At Kilsby, a 

magnetic susceptibility survey was commissioned by RPS 
Clouston over 43 hectares of ridge and furrow covered 
pasture. The survey identified a "hot spot" which was then 
surveyed by magnetometer revealing a previously unknown 
site comprising twenty or more closely spaced ring ditches 
and an adjacent system of ditched trackways and enclosures. 
Trial trenching confirmed the existence of an Iron Age to 
early Roman settlement. Northamptonshire Archaeology 
has continued the M1 widening survey completing 
fieldwalking studies along the whole route. Further, mainly 
site-specific, geophysical survey and trial trenching is now 
proposed. Northamptonshire Archaeology also completed 
several small scale evaluations, niost notably at the medieval 
pottery producing village of Stanion where a late medieval 
potter's tenement was found to have survived largely 
undisturbed. The only major recording action undertaken in 
1993 was at Wollaston Quarry where Northamptonshire 
Archaeology are excavating prehistoric and Roman 
enclosures and field systems in advance of gravel extraction. 

Fieldwork 

Northamptonshire Heritage no longer carries out much 
fieldwork since we see ourselves in a "facilitating" role 
normally seeking funding from other sources, occassionally 
commissioning it ouiselves and in other cases arranging for 
experienced independent archaeologists to carry out the 
work on our behalf. The following fieldwork projects were 
commissioned in 1993: a watching brief during the insertion 
of a septic tank within a moated site at Muscott DMV (SP 
62566318) revealed a possible yard surface; salvage 
recording of Iron Age gullies revealed by pipeline works 
near Wicken (SP 744413); trial trenching outside 
Guilsborough hillfort (SP 67477297) - no significant finds; 
magnetometer reconnaissance survey at Easton Neston (SP 
693494) - no significant discoveries. We also initiated 
discussions with the Northamptonshire Archaeology 
Society with a view to creating an Archaelogical Network 
of experienced independent archaeologists to carry out 
unfunded watching briefs throughout the county. 

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT 

Brackley, St Peters Church 

(SP 59163730) - Graham D Keevill, Alan Hardy, Cathy 
Underwood- Keevill, and Angela Boyle 

Introduction 
The Oxford Archaeological Unit undertook an 
archaeological evaluation of a proposed extension to the 
church of St Peter, Brackley, in February 1993 on behalf of 
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the Parochial Church Council. Brackley lies on the SW 
border of the county of Northamptonshire. The town is 
recorded in Domesday Book, when Earl Aubrey held of the 
king one hide in Brachelai (Brackley) with a church and mill 
(VCH I, 330). The Old Town of Brackley, centred around 
the parish church of St Peter, corresponds with this 
settlement. The church fabric is predominantly 13th century 
and later, but limited Norman features survive, including a 
fine doorway preserved in the S wall of the Saisie. St Peter's 
churchyard was originally ovoid; this is generally 
considered to be an indicator of a pre-Norman origin. A 
southward extension of the cemetery dates to the 19th 
century. 

Various finds of Roman, Saxon, medieval and 
post-medieval date have been made around St Peter's, 
especially during housing developments to the S and E of 
the church. Some of these would suggest that a high-status 
site lies in the immediate vicinity. A number of chance finds 
of middle to late Anglo-Saxon artefacts have occurred 
within the town and parish but few are securely 
provenanced. Pottery of the 12th to 14th centuries has been 
found in the Old Town, including within the cemetery 
extension. 

TRENCH B 

II 

TRENCH A 

-0 
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Fig F. Brackley, Church of St Peter with St James. 
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Methodology 
Two trenches were excavated within the footprint of a 
proposed new parish room on the S side of the church. The 
trenches were 5 m long (N-S) and up to 3.5 m wide to allow 
for stepping in of the trench sides for deep excavation. 
Trench A lay to the E of the pathway out of the Norman S 
door; Trench B lay to the W of the path and further away 
from the church (Fig. F). Articulated human skeletons were 
encountered at an average depth of 0.75 m below the current 
ground level. A central 1- 1.5 m N-S strip was excavated 
deeper in each trench. The intention was to determine the 
potential for archaeology underlying the cemetery. It 
immediately became apparent, however, that the great 
density of burials in both trenches made such an approach 
impractical. Excavation was therefore concentrated .on 
Trench A, in a strip measuring 2.5 m x 1 m at the N end of 
the trench. This was taken down to natural, encountered at a 
depth of 1.36 m. 

Results 
The topsoil overlay a mixed layer of brown sandy loam. 
This represented the cemetery soil into which the graves had 
been cut. Disarticulated human bone was present throughout 
the layer. All graves had been cut into and bacicfilled with 
the same soil, and grave cuts were often indistinguishable 
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until the skeleton was revealed. The natural subsoil 
consisted of a chalky clay matrix. 

Thirty graves were identified in Trench A. Seventeen of 
these lay at a typical level of 114.85 m and formed the first 
(i.e. latest) level of burials to be encountered. These graves 
occupied approximately 70% of the surface area of the 
trench, and space was present for two unexcavated graves 
within this area. It is likely that the trench would originally 
have contained about 30 graves at this level. At least four, 
and probably six distinct layers of burial were identified 
stratigraphically and by depth. The earliest graves cut into 
the natural subsoil by up to 0.15 m. All the graves had been 
carefully arranged in E-W rows. These were virtually 
contiguous to the Nand Sin the uppermost level. There was 
also evidence for burial in plots, and the cemetery here is 

densely packed with burials both horizontally and vertically. 
All the skeletons appeared to be supine. Most had the hands 
by the pelvis, although two had the hands lying over the 
pelvis. The right arm of one skeleton was strongly flexed 
and lay over the abdomen. Evidence for the use of coffins 
consisted of fixtures such as handles and nails from several 
graves, but the general disposition of the skeletons suggests 
that most were buried in coffins, whether or not fixtures 
were recovered. 

Trench B was not excavated as extensively as Trench A. 
Nevertheless it seems clear that the density of burials was 
the same. Eleven graves were identified at the top level 
within the 1.4 m wide central strip. More burials would have 
been revealed at this level had excavation continued. The 
results were consistent with Trench A in all other respects; 
the graves were laid out in closely spaced E-W rows, with 
the body laid supine, probably in a coffin. 

Thirty-one potsherds weighing 0.205 kg were recovered. 
Later prehistoric sherds were present, but the majority of the 
assemblage comprised redeposited Roman pottery. Late 
Saxon shelly wares were also evident, as were early 
medieval limestone tempered fabrics and an early medieval 
Bedford sandy sherd. High medieval material was also 
present in small quantities, consisting of a Scarborough-type 
jug sherd and a Coventry/Nuneaton-type jug sherd. 
Thirty-one fragments (1.2.4) of tile were recovered. Most 
of the material was Roman roof tile, but three fragments of 
box flue tile were also found. Six fragments were 
identifiably medieval in date, including decorated 
examples. Two graves contained shroud pins, while coffin 
handles were recovered from five graves. Two unstratified 
coffin handles were also found. 

Human skeletal remains 
Most of the human skeletal material was in fair or good 
condition. Some graves had been truncated by later burials, 
but otherwise there had been no obvious loss of skeletal 
elements. It was notable that patellae were present in many 
graves. The ratio of adults or sub-adults to infants was 23:5 
in Trench A, and 7:3 in Trench B. 
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Discussion 
The earliest graves in Trench A may be of Saxo-Norman 
date (11th - 12th century). Pottery of late Saxon and early 
Norman date was found in several later graves in both 
trenches, while such material was also present in the lower 
cemetery soils in Trench A. Burial thereafter continued 
throughout the medieval and post-medieval periods into the 
19th century. Some of the latest graves contained iron coffin 
handles, while one also had a thin white metal coffin plate. 

The cemetery has obviously been used intensively over a 

considerable period of time. It is estimated that each trench 
would contain about 30 graves at the latest level of burials. 
Four to six levels of burial were identified below this in 
Trench A. If each level had an equivalent density of burial 
(and the evidence from Trench A would suggest that this is 
the case) each trench would contain between 150 (five 
levels) and 210 (seven levels) burials. The cemetery as a 
whole would clearly contain many thousands of burials. 

No pre-cemetery features were identified in Trench A or in 
the sides of the deeply-cut grave, 132, in Trench B. Only a 
limited exposure of the natural subsoil was possible, 
however, and early features could be present elsewhere. 
Prehistoric, Roman and early Saxon pottery was found, and 
the Roman brick and tile included some box flue tile 
fragments. These would normally be associated with a 

hypocaust or bath suite. Most potsherds and tile fragments 
were small, however, and need not be derived from the 
immediate vicinity of the excavations. Nevertheless, the 
finds are consistent with the evidence from previous 
excavations and chance discoveries in indicating the 
presence of a high- status Roman site in the Old Town area. 

Reference 

VCH I 1902, The Victoria County History of 
Northamptonshire, Volume 1 

Ditchford Quarry 
(SP 915675) - Graham D Keevill and Chris Bell 

A watching brief by the Oxford Archaeological Unit 
continued at Ditchford, on behalf of ARC Ltd. This followed 
previous evaluation work (SMA 22, 44), and the excavation 
of a limestone causeway within the floodplain of the river 
Nene (SMA 23, 53). Stripping of overburden onto the 
mineral surface in two areas during late May to early June 
1993 revealed two palaeochannels at opposite ends of the 

extraction area. 

The first channel, at the E end of the quarry, lay on the N 
side of the railway which crosses the site. The channel was 
approximately 14 m wide, and c. 1.8 m deep; its alignment 
was NE- SW. Redeposited gravel on its W side may have 
represented part of a causeway. This had been extensively 
truncated in antiquity, however, and a definitive 
interpretation was not possible. The channel continues as a 
visible earthwork to the S of the railway, where it is 



preserved within the extraction plan. The second channel, at 
the E end of the quarry, lay to the S of the railway. The 
channel was aligned N-S, and was only 8 m wide and up to 
0.5 m deep. 

The watching brief continues. 

Higham Ferrers, Kings Meadow Lane 
(SP 958693) - Andy Mudd 

A field evaluation was undertaken on behalf of the Duchy 
of Lancaster on land to the north of Higham Ferrers. It was 
commissioned to assess the archaeological impact of a 
proposed housing development for which outline planning 
permission had been granted. The evaluation was planned 
as a complement to the desk top, surface collection, 
geophysical and trial-trench evaluations conducted by the 
NAU in the same field in March 1991, and was expressly 
aimed at establishing the N and W limits of the Saxon 
activity identified in their work. 

Twelve trial-trenches were excavated. All features had been 
heavily truncated by ploughing. There was a concentration 
of Saxon occupation in the southern part of the field, 
represented by ditches, postholes and a possible 
sunken-featured building, with the density of features and 
finds diminishing towards the north. An outlier of early 
Saxon occupation towards the north of the site, represented 
by another possible sunken-featured building, appears to 
correspond to a secondary concentration of material 
identified in the NAU surface collection survey. Few 
features or finds were recovered from trenches within the 
oval enclosure and the nature of this feature remains 
obscure. 

Somc mid to late Bronze Age pottery and flintwork, 
associated with a linear feature, were recovered within 
colluvium in one. of the trenches. However, no focus of 
prehistoric occupation was found. 

OXFORDSHIRE 

ABINGDON AREA ARCHAELOGICAL AND 
HISTORIAL SOCIETY 

Abingdon - 35 East St Helen Street - 1993 
(SU 49715 96925) - Roger Ainslie 

Excavations under the direction of Jeff Wallis were 
conducted in advance of the extension of this property. 
Although these were taken to a depth of some 2m no layers 
earlier than the 16th century were located. 

Underneath a 19th century stonemason's yard surface the 
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soils were dark grey/brown mixed barns which were 
presumably the result of successive rubbish pit digging. 
Unfortunately they were so disturbed that the outline of 
individual pits could not be distinguished. It remains a 
possibility therefore that the soils in this area have been 
deposited in successive layets over the years. 

As individual pits could not be identified the site was dug in 
spits. Those in the first 40 cms contained pottery of late 
18/19th century and later date. The next 40 cms contained 
pottery and a Nuremburg jetton of 18th century date and the 
spit finishing at 1.4m below ground level had pottery of 17th 
century date. 

At this level the top three sides of a stone lined feature were 
found. It was 2.4m E-W and at least 1.4m N-S and had an 
arch in its western side, but had been rendered on the inside 
and had been cut into the ground in the manner of a 
stone-lined pit. The arch therefore led to nowhere. The only 
factor which could .explain this was the deposit of large 
animal bones behind the arch. This could therefore have 
been a stone-lined cess pit with the bone backed arch 
seeming to act as a soak-away. Elsewhere whole pits have 
been found lined with horn cores, presumably for the same 
purpose. 

The fill of this feature (14) included roof tiles and debris 
from the demolition of a building with pieces of a hexagonal 
stone chimney which had circular flue and may well have 
been of 14th - 15th century date. This deposit contained tin 
glazed pottery and clay pipes indicating that it was 
backfilled in the late 17th century. The single piece of 
creamware attributed to this context is probably 
contamination. 

This pit had been cut into a deposit (17) which contained 
Tudor Green type pottery dating it to the 16th century. 
Medieval and Roman pottery were found as residual 
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Fig A. East St Helen Street. N-S section. 



material in many contexts, the proportion increasing with 
depth. 

It is proposed that the archive and finds will be deposited 
with Oxfordshire Museum Services. The chimney and other 
similar stones were reburied on site. 

Sherds 

A total of 387 bone fragments were also found, 
132 of which were in layer 14. 

References 

1. Hassall et al. 'Excavation in St Ebbes, Oxford', 
Oxoniensia XLIX (1984) p174 

COTSWOLD ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 

113-119 High St, Oxford 
(SP 062515) - Roy King, 

Two phases of a three stage excavation at 113-119 High 
Street, Oxford, are now complete. The first stage revealed 
extensive medieval pitting (predominantly 12th-14th 
century), along with medieval boundary walls, surfaces and 

stone-lined cess-pits. The second stage revealed part of a 

substantial 10thillth century cellar. Only two edges of this 

structure were recovered, giving it minimum dimensions of 
7m long by 6m wide by at least 2m deep. Although later 
medieval and post-medieval pitting had damaged the sides 
of the cellar, a number of post-holes were identified, 
suggesting that it had originally been timber-lined. 
Insubstantial gravel surfaces were present within the cellar. 
These showed evidence of having been cut back for the 

replacment of the timber lining, indicating that the cellar 
remained in use for some time. 

The third and final stage of excavation will be undertaken 
in summer 1994. 

A40 Witney Bypass - Sturt Farm Improvement 
(ST 275109) - Graeme Walker 

Archaeological assessment of the route of the proposed A40 
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Witney Bypass to Sturt Farm Improvement highlighted 
numerous prehistoric, Romano-British and medieval sites in 

the vicinity. Three archaeological sites lie within or 
immediately adjacent to the study area. These consist of 
Asthall Barrow, Akeman Street and a putative Roman 
cemetery; the latter two sites are likely to be affected by the 

proposed improvements. 

Following earlier evaluation by Wessex Archaeology, 
excavation of a 0.25ha site to the rear of the former garage 
was conducted on behalf of Bovis Homes (S.W.) Ltd. The 
earliest features comprised late lst-early 2nd century ditches 
and a palisade superseded by a timber aisled-building of 
approximate dimensions 11.5m x 8.5m. The posts were 
supported on large padstones and there was evidence for 
internal plastering. Slots cut into the subsoil nearby probably 
represent sleeper beams for a small timber granary. The 
buildings were demolished in the late 3rd century and a stone 
building measuring 9m x 10m was constructed. The footings 
were cut 1.3m into the subsoil and interpretation as a tower 
granary of several stories is proposed. To the south and west 
of the building a series of ditched ?stock enclosures lay on 
the lower, wetter, ground adjacent to the river. The granary 
was demolished in the 4th century and a series of large 
ditched enclosures constructed on a completely new 
alignment. At a similar date a black soil deposit accumulated 
over much of the site, in places up to 0.6m deep. 
Interpretation of the deposit is uncertain although quantities 
of large unabraded pottery sherds suggest an 'origin as 

midden material. 

Evidence was also recovered for Saxon activity. Some 40 
sherds of grass-tempered pottery were found concentrated 
in the northern corner of the site, and clay annular 
loom-weights of 5th-8th century date were found in two 

locations. These seem to occur above, or cut into, the soil 
deposits. Medieval and later ploughing may have removed 
traces of further Saxon activity. 

The most plausible interpretation of the results is that the 

excavation has examined part of a villa estate, with the main 
residential building lying further up the hill to the 
north-west. 

Witney, Downs Road 
SP 328104 - Jane Timby 

A field evaluation was carried out on behalf of Lackmead 
Ltd on arable land on the western outskirts of Witney. Iron 

Age and Roman activity has been documented in the vicinity 
and fieldwalking identified a low density flint scatter. 

Evaluation trenching revealed one area of archaeological 
activity which coincided with the location of one of the flint 

scatters. It comprised two small rock-cut pits which 
contained burnt stone and a few fragments of probable early 
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A fieldwalking survey of c 15.5ha was carried out on behalf 
of Regal Reclamation on former farmland designated for 
mineral extraction. A diffuse scatter of worked flint and 
burnt stone corresponded with a cropmark group comprising 
linear boundaries, a rectilinear enclosure and at least one 
ring-ditch. 

Subsequent evaluation revealed further linear boundaries in 
addition to those suggested by aerial photographs. 
Although largely devoid of artefactual material the 
relationships of some linear features suggest they may have 
been contemporary with the ring-ditch. 

The ring-ditch was shown to be of more than one phase, with 
a V- shaped recut through the infill of the original ditch. A 
fragment of possible Early Iron Age pot was recovered from 
the original ditch. Sherds of Middle Iron Age pottery were 
recovered from the turfline of the recut ditch. 

Some linear boundaries were recut in the Iron Age and may 
be related to the nearby rectilinear enclosure. The enclosure 
was shown to be double ditched on at least one side and 
probably-possessed an entrance on the same side. Domestic 
artefacts from gullies, pits and possible post-holes within the 
enclosure date its occupation to the Middle Iron Age. 

Additional fieldwalking on a second area of mineral 
extraction to the northeast of the cropmarks did not reveal 
new evidence for archaeological sites and no further 
evaluation was undertaken. 

Witney, Deer Park Road 
(SP 338100) - Graeme Walker 

Outline planning permission had already been granted for a 
4.2ha site 2Icm west of Witney town centre when assessment 
and evaluation indicated the presence of Iron Age 
occupation. Subsequently, in 1992 a rescue excavation was 
funded by Bovis Homes in advance of house building. 

Two areas were examined in detail. At the northern end of 
the site an area of industrial activity was uncovered. This 
comprised a limestone paved surface surrounded by pits 
containing charcoal and iron slag. The area of pits and 
paving may have been partly surrounded by a fence or 
windbreak. Pottery from this area was of Middle Iron Age 
date. 

Three parallel ditches and a broad low bank which crossed 
the paved area were interpreted as the remains of a medieval 
park pale. 

At the southern end of the site a Middle Iron Age roundhouse 
and two further structures were associated with shallow pits 
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Trial trenching detected few features between the two areas 
suggesting a strict spatial division between activities of 
different character. 

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT 

The results are summarised below of the numerous watching 
briefs, evaluations and excavations in Oxfordshire 
undertaken by the OAU in 1993. Results are arranged in 
alphabetical order by parish name. Fuller reports are lodged 
with the Oxfordshire County Sites and Monuments Record. 

Abingdon, Stert Street, The Knowl 
(SU 49679724) - Mark R Roberts 

In August and September 1993 a watching brief was carried 
out on behalf of 2-Care prior to extension and renovation 
works for a residential home at The Knowl, on the W of Stert 
Street, Abingdon. The River Stert runs underneath Stert 
Street as it was culverted in the 12th century. The site 
covered c 0.54 ha and lay at 53 m O.D. The natural subsoil 
was second terrace gravel overlying Kimmeridge Clay. 
There were three elements to the archaeological deposits: an 
extensive area of river silts, a sequence of ?medieval floors 
including an internal hearth, and 19th century activity. 

Excavations carried out by the OAU in 1973 to the W of the 
site revealed Roman ditche, a medieval building and pits, 
together with post-medieval pits (Parrington and Balkwill, 
1975). 

Excavations in The Vineyard in 1987-93 (see below) to the 
E of the site within the precinct of Abingdon Abbey revealed 
Bronze Age, Iron Age, Roman and Saxon settlement. The 
Late Iron Age occupation in this area is bounded by three 
very large (possibly defensive) ditches which may indicate 
that Abingdon is the site of a late Iron Age Oppidum. These 
ditches appear to be running towards the Knowl. 

The river silts are in an unexpected location; either the river 
ran NE-SW or it followed a wider, braided course before it 
was culverted. The lack of post-medieval deposits cut into 
the river silts at the W of the site suggests that road side 
activity never extended to this area. The floor layers were 
undated but as they were on a levelling-up layer and 
contained an internal hearth they resemble medieval floor 
sequences seen elsewhere. They were directly overlain by 
the activity associated with The Knowl but appeared to 
extend beyond the confines of the later walls, which 
suggests that the property/building alignments have 
changed significantly. The later walls, cellars and pits show 
the post- medieval use of the area. 

Bronze Age pottery. and gullies. Pottery, bone, triangular clay loomweights and 
fragments of several quernstones indicate a domestic 
character to this part of the site in contrast with the industrial 

Finmere, Foxley Fields Farm activity to the north. 
(SP 627324) - Graeme Walker 



Reference 
Parrington, M and Balkwill, C, 1975 'Excavations at Broad 
Street', Oxoniensia xl. 5-58 

Abingdon, The Vineyard, Area 3 
(SU 499 973) - Tim Allen 

Two areas were excavated in advance of redevelopment in 
this area in April and May 1993. The discovery of defensive 
ditches of Late Iron Age date in Trench 1 was reported in 
SMA (23, 64-6). Radiocarbon dates have now been obtained 
from both the outermost ditch (excavated in Area 3) and 
from the innermost ditch (excavated in Area 2); the dates 
from the inner ditch give a range of 105 cal. BC to cal. AD 
55, those from the inner ditch range of cal. AD5 to cal. AD 
120 (at the 95% confidence level). 

A second area, c. 33 m by 27 m, was excavated further E 

(for location see SMA 23, Fig.4). This lay outside the line of 
the Late Iron Age defences. Trench 2 produced evidence of 
Bronze Age, Roman, Late Saxon and medieval activity. 
The phasing of these features, and of the Roman and later 
features in Trench 1, is given in Figs. C and D. 

In Trench 2 scraps of Beaker and of Late Bronze Age pottery 
were found together with a scatter of struck flints in a spread 
2-3 m across. The only features were several irregular 
hollows or gullies. 

Roman ditches were found on NW-SE and NE-SW 
alignments, together with a scatter of postholes and two pits. 
The circular pit in Trench 2 contained sufficient occupation 
material to suggest a domestic focus nearby. All of the 

Roman activity dates from the mid-2nd to 4th centuries, 
including the features in Trench 1, which were cut into the 
infilling of the defensive ditches. 

Several late Saxon or early medieval enclosure ditches were 
found on E-W or N-S alignments, similar to others already 
identified from the excavations further SW. These contained 
little occupation rubbish, and would therefore seem to be 

peripheral to Late Saxon Abingdon. They indicate a system 
of sub-rectangular enclosures, at least 20 m across, which 
lay N of the abbey at this period. A similar series of Late 

Saxon ditches was recently excavated at Audlett Drive some 
400 m to the E (Keevill1992, 59, Fig.3), suggesting that the 

scale of Late Saxon enclosure was considerable. 

Further ditches of the 14th century and later were dug on an 
E-W alignment, but not on the same lines as the early 
medieval ditches. During the late medieval and early 
post-medieval periods the site was cultivated. In the 18th or 
19th century stone walls were built along the N edge of the 

site. In Trench 1 two deep rectangular pits at least 5 m by 4 

m were found, infilled with dark organic material in the early 
19th century. The function of these is not known. The site 
was converted to the railway terminus in the 1860s, and 
following the closure of the railway in the early 1960s was 
used for car-parking. It is now the site of a Waitrose 
supermarket. 
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The archive of this excavation is currently held at the OAU, 
but will ultimately be deposited with the Oxfordshire 
County Museums Service. 

Reference 
Keevill, G D, 1992 'An Anglo-Saxon site at Audlett Drive, 
Abingdon, Oxon.', Oxoniensia 57, 55-80 

Appleford 
(centred SU 522926) - Paul Booth 

An evaluation was carried out on an area of c 11 ha to the 
SW of Appleford Crossing in advance of a proposal for 
extension of the gravel extraction area and associated works. 
The site lies c 500 m S of an excavated area of trackways 
and settlement (Hinchliffe and Thomas 1980). Aerial 
photographs of the present site almost certainly include 
elements of the same Iron Age and Roman landscape. They 
also showed an arrangement of roughly N-S and E-W 
aligned boundaries relating to a double-ditched rectilinear 
enclosure with an entrance in its S side. The unusual 
regularity of this feature, located in the northern part of the 
area, prompted its tentative interpretation as a Roman villa 
enclosure. 

Trial trenching over the whole area was preceded by 
fieldwalking in the southern part of the site and by 
geophysical survey in the north. Neither of these produced 
significant evidence. On the basis of the fieldwalking results 
only a 1% sample of the southern part of the site was 
excavated. This produced a low density of archaeological 
features, mostly of linear character (the commonest 
alignments were N-S, NNE-SSW and E-W) and usually 
undated, though most are likely to have been medieval or 
later. In the northern part of the site a 2% sample was 
excavated, with some trenches deliberately sited to test the 
features visible from the air. Relatively high densities of 
archaeological features existed, but these were very 
localised. Elsewhere, linear features similar to those seen in 
the southern part of the site were encountered. Here the 
principal alignments were NNE-SSW and WNW-ESE (at 
right angles). These matched the main alignments visible on 
the aerial photographs and probably belonged to the ditched 
enclosure and its apparently related field system. A few 

post-medieval features also occurred on this alignment, 
however, and away from the enclosure area the absence of 
dating material makes confident attribution of features to the 
Roman or the later phase impossible. 

The ditches forming the rectilinear enclosure were up to c 
2.0 m across and 0.80 m deep. The ditch sequence was more 
complex than appeared from the air. In places four (and 
possibly five) ditches were located rather than the two 
suggested by the photographs. In a trench on the S side of 
the enclosure one of the ditches had been recut. This trench 
also provided the greatest concentration of dating evidence 
and the only clear evidence of occupation, with a dense 
cluster of features which suggested a rectilinear timber 
structure, with associated fences and gullies to the S, all 

within the main enclosure. These features were broadly 
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contemporary with the enclosure ditches. 

A small pottery assemblage from this area was dateable from 
the 1st to mid-2nd centuries AD. The presence of samian 
ware, amphorae and imported colour-coated sherds at this 
date in a rural context indicates a significantly 
above-average status assemblage by contrastwith other 
contemporary rural settlements in the region. There was no 
evidence of late Roman activity on the site. 

Reference 
Hinchliffe, J, and Thomas, R, 1980, 'Archaeological 
investigations at Appleford', aconiensia 45,9-111 

Ashbury, Tower Hill 
- Greg Campbell 

Evaluation trenches and a small area excavation funded by 
English Heritage took place around the site of a hoard 
transitional between the late Bronze and early Iron Ages on 
Tower Hill, Ashbury. The work confirmed a sizable 
settlement contemporary with the hoard, consisting of 
circular and four-post structures and pits. The remains of a 
'Celtic' field system were investigated. A late Neolithic 
Grooved Ware pit was also identified.- 

In Spring 1993 a group of socketed axes and other copper 
alloy objects interpreted as a metalworker's hoard of the late 
Bronze Age was recovered from Tower Hill, Ashbury 
parish, on the Upper Chalk of the Lambourn Downs. The 
artefacts had apparently been disturbed by recent ploughing, 
which had been deeper than usual owing to the need to 
incorporate straw. The discovery was followed by 
geophysical survey undertaken by the Ancient Monuments 
Laboratory (which revealed no clear anomalies) and a 
surface collection programme that recovered worked flint 
of Neolithic/Bronze Age character and Romano-British 
pottery (with five or six prehistoric sherds) in no obvious 
concentrations. 

The Neolithic period 
An intentionally backfilled pit ,containing Grooved Ware 
was an unexpected bonus for the project. There were clear 
indications of discrete groupings of animal bone within the 
pit's lower fill. Burnt stone and worked flint were also 
plentiful in the lower fill. Once the importance of the feature 
became clear the pit's artefacts were recorded as small finds. 
Half of the upper fill and all of the lower part were retained, 
sieved and floated to recover charred remains and the small 
elements of the bone and artefact assemblage. 

The Tower Hill pit seems on present evidence to have been 
isolated rather than part of a cluster. It is noteworthy for the 
possible deliberate deposition of skulls and butchery debris 
in its base fill and of table waste in its backfill (D 
Sarjeantson, pers comm). 

The worked flint frorn other deposits including the 
field-walking was not clearly diagnostic, and the retouched 
forms would be consistent with a late Neolithic or an early 
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Bronze Age date. The assemblage did contain an element of 
controlled knapping techniques which could be earlier than 
the hard-hammer unspecialised portion. 

The late Bronze Age to early Iron Age settlement 
The pottery assemblage is small and has not been examined 
in detail but it appears to date to the late Bronze Age or 
earliest Iron Age. There is some suggestion that there is a 
succession from flint- to sand-tempered pottery. The 
trenches indicate that the settlement covered an area of 
approximately 4 ha, aligned N-S along the ridge-line, but 
the exact limits were not obvious in this small sample of the 
hill-top. 

A 3% sample has recovered two certain and two probable 
structures marked by rings of postholes. Building A was the 
best understood, an elliptical structure with a two-phase 
SE-facing entrance. A gully and possible soakaway SE of 
the building may have drained the entrance area while pit 
79 to the NW was probably contemporary with the building. 

Dr John Maskall of the Centre for Environmental 
Technology, Imperial College, has carried out heavy-metal 
analysis of the chalk surface at the points where axes were 
located during the initial recovery of the hoard. The only 
point where the Cu content was greater than background 
levels of Cu in the chalk was the blue staining just within 
the NW part of the entrance (axes were found here directly 
above the chalk), where it was over 50 times the background. 
This indicates that the blue-stained area 66 was the original 
place of deposition of the hoard. 

Dr Stuart Needham has examined the hoard, and feels it can 
be attributed to the Llyn Fawr metalworking phase of the 
very end of the Bronze Age, in the Halstatt C tradition. This 
could make the hoard contemporary with the settlement. 

Two superimposed small four-post structures and a possible 
structure of similar plan were all in the same central trench. 

Two deep oval pits, each with two layers of burnt stones 
including quern fragments in their upper part, were found 
near an intentionally' backfilled rubbish pit. Structured, 
possibly ritual, deposition is shown for the two oval pits by 
the extreme similarity of their fillings and by the apparently 
careful placement of the site's largest recovered potsherd in 
the centre of one of the pits directly below its lowest layer 
of burnt stones. Absolute dates are not yet available. 

The settlement would appear to have been an open one, but 
this is not absolutely certain in view of the uncertainty 
regarding its total extent. The apparent grouping of four-post 
buildings in a separate area distinct from the two groups of 
circular buildings may indicate discrete activity areas within 
the settlement. There were clear changes in slope on the 
hilltop marking terraces on which the building groups 
seemed to sit, but this was complicated by the field system. 

The late Iron Age to early Roman field system 
The field system survives as a series of negative lynchets at 
the margins of terraces. Late Iron Age and Roman pottery 
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appeared to be concentrated in the lynchet fills. No positive 
lynchets survive and possibly contemporary ploughsoils 
survived only in isolated shallow patches. No colluvial 
accumulations were present. Every observed lynchet had 

undergone worm-sorting; some were recognisable only as 

thin bands of pea-grit in shallow cuts, while the deeper and 
better preserved showed up to three phases, and possibly two 

phases of lynchet cutting. The series of worm- sorting events 
in the lynchet fills indicates periods of cessation of arable 
cultivation, caused either by conversion to pasture or 
abandonment. An extensive system of 'Celtic' fields was 
recognised in an aerial photograph survey by Rhodes (1950) 
to cover this part of the Downs, but their chronology is 

unclear. 

The site is now undergoing deep ploughing to incorporate 
straw into the soil, brought about by the recent ban on 

stubble- burning. Further excavation is anticipated to clarify 
the extent of the Roman field system, and of other late 

Neolithic features, and especially to refine the chronology, 
extent and form of the settlement at the transition between 
the Bronze and Iron Ages. 

Bampton, 32 Ampney Orchard 
(SP 3318 3033) - Jonathan Hiller 

Excavation of a foundation trench at a private residence was 
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observed in June 1993. 

No features were observed. Two sherds of post-medieval 
pottery were recovered from the excavations. 

Bampton, 9 Talbot Fields 
(SP 320035) - Brian Durham 

Foundation trenches were inspected for a rear extension to 

a private house; Iron Age and Roman pottery were 
recovered. 

Banbury, Old Grimsbury 
(centred SP 46504165) - Paul Booth 

An evaluation was carried out at Manor Farm, Old 
Grimsbury, Banbury (Fig. D), in August 1993 in advance of 
determination of an application to build houses on the site. 

The site was in two halves, each consisting of a small pasture 
field lying E and W of Manor Farm. Both had originally 
been part of larger fields, now truncated to the N by Hennef 
Way. Work carried out during the construction of Hennef 
Way revealed activity of a number of periods from the 
Bronze Age onwards, with a concentration of late Saxon and 
medieval features, centred on the higher ground around 

Manor Farm 

1411110f Road 

o 50m 



Grimsbury House immediately NW of the W half of the 
present site (Allen, 1991). 

The eastern half of the site, which proved to be devoid of 
archaeological features, was examined by trenching only. 
The western half contained visible earthworks. These were 
surveyed and a magnetometer survey with more limited 
resistivity survey were also carried out. Evaluation trenches 
were sited on the basis of this work. Letters in the following 
description refer to Fig. E. 

The W field slopes quite noticeably from NW to SE. Its N 
part was occupied by ridge and furrow, aligned roughly N-S. 
In the SE corner of the field the line of a boundary enclosing 
cottages (perhaps of 17th century date) demolished in the 
1940s was followed approximately by a low curving 
grass-covered earthwork (A on plan) which served as a track 
linking Manor Road with the W side of Manor Farm. 
Demolition rubble derived from the cottages themselves is 
still evident on the surface of the field. 

The southern limit of the ridge and furrow in the N part of 
the field was defined by an ENE-WSW aligned hollow (B 
and C on plan). At its W end the S side of this hollow was 
quite well defined by an earthwork (D) which then turned to 
the S. Magnetic anomalies suggested that this formed part 
of an enclosure. The E-W hollow appeared to form a 
junction (F) with an apparent NNW-SSE aligned ?hollow 
way (E, K) which ran roughly through the centre of the field. 
A small, elongated mound (G) partly obscuring the junction 
may have been a later feature. 

NW and SW of the junction point were two possible house 
platforms, one on each side of the E-W hollow. The 
definition of the sides of these platforms away from the 
edges of the hollows was problematical. The approximate 
dimensions of the NW platform (I) were 18 m N-S x 7.5 m 
E-W and of the SW platform (J) 17 m E-W x 9 m N-S. Both 
platforms were marked by high readings in the resistivity 
survey.. 

Eight trenches were excavated, sited on the basis of the 
earthwork survey and provisional results from the 
geophysical survey. However, it proved quite difficult to 
correlate the evidence of the excavated features with the 
surface features. 

A few flints and two Roman sherds indicated activity of pre- 
medieval date. A very few sherds dated to the 10th-12th 
century also occurred in later features. The earliest 
excavated features do not seem to have dated to before the 
13th century. 

The primary activity at this time seems to have been the 
digging of ditches and gullies which probably defined 
roughly rectilinear enclosures aligned approximately E-W. 
These were concentratcd in the NE part of the site. Most of 
the cut features were datable to the 13th-14th centuries and 
the E-W trackway may also possibly have been defined at 
that time. The relationship between the ditch cuts and fills 
and a number of episodes of ?agricultural activity. 
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represented by general and widespread layers was very 
difficult to determine owing to the character of the clay soils. 
Some of these layers extended into the SW part of the site. 
There the great majority of the ceramic finds were 
concentrated and the occurrence of domestic debris beneath 
later structural elements might suggest that this area was a 
domestic focus throughout the medieval period. 

There was no subsurface evidence for structures in the area 
of the NW house platform, but part of the area of the SW 
platform was covered with a stone spread and an analogous 
spread was seen in a trench to the SW overlying the pottery 
rich deposits mentioned above. The pottery associated with 
the stone surfaces extended into the 16th century, if not a 
little later. There was no clear evidence for structures on the 
'platforms', but a single large stone at the westerly margin 
of the stone spread in the SW trench 12 might have been a 
post base for part of a timber structure. The presence of 
timber structures on both SW and NW platforms may be 
inferred but cannot be proved. 

A trench in the SE corner of the field located part of the W 
wall of the demolished cottages, but these were not 
examined in detail. It seems likely that the domestic site in 
the middle of the field was replaced by Manor Farm and the 
cottages in the course of the 17th century. 

Reference 
Allen, T G, 1991, 'Archaeological discoveries on the 
Banbury east-west link road', Oxoniensia 54 (for 1989), 
25-44 

Barford, St Michael and St John 
(SP 4326 3257) - Mark R Roberts 

On 5th March 1993 three evaIuation trenches were 
excavated by the OAU on behalf of Barford St. Michael and 
St John Parish Council in respect of an application for 
planning permission to extend the churchyard. The site was 
N of the 12th century parish church which stands on a 
man-made mound. 'Massive walls' were found in the 
churchyard in 1823 which may be related to the tradition of 
a castle at Barford St. Michael. 

The site lies on the W side of the ridge on which Barford St. 
Michael is built and there is some vestigial, but visible, ridge 
and furrow on the site. Trenching revealed a substantial wall 
footing (0.9 m'wide but only one course high) running N-S, 
with unglazed medieval pottery, and overlain by ploughsoils 
which are probably from the medieval ridge and furrow 
cultivation. 

Benson, Castle Square, The White Hart Hotel 
(SU 6165 9172) - Jonathan Hiller 

A watching brief was maintained by the OAU as a condition 
to the conversion of the existing building into flats and the 
proposed development of the car park for flats. 



A dense deposit of clay containing modern' finds was 
consistently observed in the foundation trenches. No 
archaeological features were observed. It is likely that the 
area of land investigated is a former landfill site. 

Benson, Land Adjacent to 19 Watlington Road 
(SU 61739189) - Andy Mudd 

An archaeological evaluation at the above site was 
undertaken on behalf of Robert Stephenson Associates in 
July 1993. It consisted of three machine-cut trenches in an 
area of c 0.09 ha currently used as a garden. Trench A 
located the terminal of a large E-W ditch (1.5 m wide and 
0.8 m deep) which contained late 12th to 14th century 
pottery. Trench C located a deep circular pit (in excess of 
0.92 m but not fully excavated), which contained few finds 
but was possibly related to the same occupation. There were 
no other archaeological features. 

Blewbury, Church End House 
(SU 453186) - Alan Hardy 

The site, close to the N edge of the churchyard of St 
Michael's Church, was evaluated in May 1993, in advance 
of the construction of a swimming pool. Beneath a 19th 
century demolition or construction layer, presumably 
associated with the present house, was an accumulation of 
alluvial deposits extending down to the water table. Apart 
from one sherd of 12th century pottery there was no trace of 
early or pre-medieval activity, suggesting that the area has 
only ever been used as open wet pasture or garden. 

Chesterton, Alchester Road, The Vicarage 
(SP 5605 2139) - Jonathan Hiller 

As a condition to the planning consent of a new building in 
the grounds of the Vicarage, a watching brief was 
maintained in October 1993. Natural clay subsoil was 
identified beneath a thick topsoil; no archaeological features 
were seen. 

Compton Beauchamp, St Swithun's Church 
(SU 279869) - Brian Durham 

A watching brief was carried out on underpinning of the 
chancel of this church. Contractors reported a footing 
running beneath the chancel which suggested that the church 
had been extended E. One side of a chalk-lined chamber 
under the extended S wall may perhaps be a burial chamber 
originally outside the early chancel. Elsewhere the 
foundations were of a variety of types, including both chalk 
and sarsen, and were difficult to interpret on the exposures 
seen. 
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Cropredy, Poplars Farm 
(SP 467 469) - Brian Durham 

An area of this site was excavated for Berkeley Homes, 
where previous evaluation had indicated late Saxon deposits 
to the NW of this important minster settlement, enclosed 
here by a low earthwork. 

A ditch with multiple recuts had been filled in at the time 
when a pair of identical small pits were in use for some fire- 
related function, their ash spreading into the fill of the ditch. 
To the S was a complex of post-holes, unfortunately 
undated, but from which it was possible to infer a simple 
building which had undergone replacement of posts. 

The meagre dating evidence generally seemed to support a 
late Saxon or early medieval date, and the low bank around 
the site may have been raised around this time, later to be 
lined with ditches. To the south-east (towards the church), 
a watching brief confirmed features seen in the evaluation, 
including charcoal filled slots which could be interpreted as 
the remains of a building, associated with late Saxon pottery. 

Crowmarsh, CAB International 
(SU 614 888) - Mark R Roberts 

A watching brief was maintained during construction of a 
new car park at CAB International in September 1993, on 
behalf of Oxfordshire County Council. The new car park lies 
to the N of Grims Ditch. There was one possible 
archaeological feature and many finds from the ploughsoil. 

Ewelme, St Mary's Church 
(SU 689928) - Alan Hardy 

In July and August 1993 a watching brief was conducted 
during the excavation of a drainage trench alongside the N 

wall. The present church was built c. 1432 by the Earl of 
Suffolk, replacing an earlier building, of which only the 14th 
century tower remains. In places the foundations of the N 

wall were uncovered, and seen to contain ashlar fragments 
amongst the rubble suggesting that, not surprisingly, some 
of the fabric of the demolished church was re-used. 

A grave cut was identified which appeared to be truncated 
by the construction of the present N wall. This implies that 
the original church was a narrower building than the existing 
one. 

Eynsham, St Peters Church 
(SP 42990092) - Graham D Keevill and Andy Parkinson 

Introduction 
Work continued on the site of Eynsham Abbey during 1993. 
The Parish Council of the Roman Catholic church of St Peter 
intended to build a new parish room extending eastwards 
from the NE corner of the church. The location lay partly 
within the area already excavated (SMA 22, 46-7), but also 
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included an area of unexcavated ground. Building work 
involved the removal of topsoil over an area of 
approximately 200 m2, followed by the excavation of 0.6 
m-wide trench foundations. The depth of excavation varied 
according to whether the trench crossed excavated or 
unexcavated ground, but the minimum depth was 1 m below 
the stripped level. 

The Oxfordshire County Archaeology Service 
recommended that the foundation trenches in the 
unexcavated area should be dug archaeologically (see Fig 
E). Excavation took place over two weeks during December 
1993. A watching brief took place immediately afterwards, 
during mechanical digging of the remainder of the 
foundation trench within the area of the 1990-92 
excavations. The results have proved to be extremely useful 
in filling out and interpreting the plan of the 1990-92 
excavations. The work was concentrated on medieval and 
post-medieval deposits, but earlier layers and features were 
noted. 

Prehistoric and Anglo-Saxon deposits 
The natural gravel was not revealed during the 
archaeological excavation, as it lay beyond the maximum 
depth of the archaeological excavations. A layer of sandy 
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silt equivalent to the prehistoric layer found in the main 
excavations was located, however, at the base of the W end 
of the southern trench. The Anglo-Saxon 'dark earth' was 
also found in several places, although the limited exposures 
meant that the sequence of deposition recognised within this 
layer in 1990-92 could not be distinguished. The maximum 
depth of 0.61 m could contain as many as four individual 
deposits. No early to mid-Saxon features were noted, 
although a few fragments of early Saxon pottery were 
present. 

A robber trench belonging to the late Saxon abbey was found 
at the E end of the southern trench. This appeared to form 
the W side of a cellared building which was found in 1991. 
The robber trench cut an ashy layer containing fishbones and 
eggshell. This appears to be associated with the late Saxon 
abbey, and is identical in character to kitchen deposits of the 
transitional and medieval abbey phases excavated in 1991 
(SMA 22, 47). This suggests that a kitchen belonging to the 
late Saxon abbey lies in this area. 

The medieval abbey 
The most significant discovery in terms of the medieval 
monastery was the location of the W end of the Frater. The 
central portion of this had previously been revealed, 



complete with a late stone-paved floor and bench 
foundations. The W end consisted of a 1.7 m-wide robber 
trench. This lay on the position which had been predicted by 
extending the line of W wall of the medieval kitchen 
northwards. Floor levels and associated features were found 
within the Frater (i.e. E of the robber trench); these deposits 
were 0.5 m thick, and the earliest floor sealed the late Saxon 

robber trench noted above. 

The N wall of the Frater was common to the S walk of the 

Great Cloister. It was marked by a robber trench which had 

already been revealed in the 1990-92 excavations, and 

which ran at a slight angle along the northern trench of the 

1993 excavation. Only the N side of the robber trench 

occurred within the excavations, but there were two 
significant associated features. Firstly, a foundation lay 
towards the W end of the robber trench. The foundation was 

c. 1.5 m wide, contained at least one course of unrobbed 

pitched stone, and continued beyond the limit of excavation. 

The feature is interpreted as a buttress or similar structure 

rather than as a wall foundation, mainly because it was only 
0.65 m E of the second feature. This was the W end of the 

robber trench, which then returned northwards, continuing 
beyond the limits of excavation. This feature, which was 

1.8-1.9 m wide, must mark the W side of a range of buildings 
on the W side of the Great Cloister. No function can be 

assigned to this range on the basis of the available evidence, 

but analogy with other monastic sites suggests that it could 
have been the cellarer's range. 

A further robber trench continued westwards from the 

corner described above. This robber trench was only 0.95 m 

wide, but it was associated with a 0.24 m-thick sequence of 
floor layers and a stone step to the N. These deposits show 

that there was a building immediately to the W of the 

?cellarer's range. There was an area of apparently open 

ground S of this building and W of the Frater; the area 

contained gravelly deposits, including some laid surfaces. 

The open ground was bounded to the N by a 1.2 m wide 
robber trench which still retained one course of flat-laid 
foundation stones at its base. This foundation may have 

joined up with the building W of the cellarer's range, and 

there appeared to be floor levels to the W of the foundation. 
It is possible, therefore, that there was another building to 

the W of the open area. 

Post-medieval and modern activity 
Post-medieval and modern features and layers mainly 
resulted from robbing and truncation of the medieval abbey. 

As noted above, all foundations had been extensively 
robbed, and very little stone was left in situ. There were also 

several post- medieval pits, most of which contained 
redeposited demolition rubble. One of these pits was notable 

for containing 16 fragments of architectural masonry, 

including one very large piece. Finally, a series of 
post-medieval and modern layers containing demolition 
rubble underlay the topsoil. Some of these probably relate 

to the construction of St Peter's church in the 1960s. 
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Discussion 
The evidence for prehistoric and early-mid Saxon activity 
does not add significantly to the results from the earlier 
excavations. The Saxon dark earth deposits, for instance, 

could not be examined adequately within the confines of a 

0.6 m wide excavation, much of which contained only 
post-medieval robbing features and deposits. The 
establishment of the W side of the late Saxon cellar 
associated with the first abbey was a useful addition to our 
understanding of the site, but again this was a relatively 
isolated element of the 1993 excavation. 

The discoveries relating to the medieval abbey are of 
considerable importance, in that they will enable more of the 

monastic groundplan to be elucidated than was previously 
possible. The W end of the Frater was found in the position 
predicted on the basis of the 1990-92 results, and it was 
established that there was an area of open space (garden?) 
to its W. The discovery of the W limit of the range of 
buildings on the W side of the Great Cloister, and of further 
buildings to the W of the range, is perhaps even more 

significant, in that this was an area previously unknown. It 
is frustrating, perhaps, that so limited an exposure was 

possible, because it will be very difficult to interpret these 

buildings on archaeological grounds alone. It is hoped, 

however, that detailed analysis of the stratigraphy and finds 
will allow some suggestions to be made about the function 
of the buildings. 

Fringford, Crosslands 
(SP 60452895) - Andy Mudd 

Salvage excavations were undertaken at Fringford, north 
Oxfordshire in February 1993 in advance of housing 
development. The site, which covered about 1700 sq m, lay 
at the centre of the village, about 200m SW of St Michael's 
Church. The excavations indicated a complex of enclosures 
and pits representing a series of Romano-British settlements 
which spanned the 1st/2nd to 4th centuries. The boundaries 
of the settlements were not recovered, and their size and 

overall layout are not known. Early medieval field 
boundaries were also recorded. 

Fringford Lodge 
(SP 5945 2592) - Mark R Roberts 

Four site visits were made in August 1993 to record any 

archaeological deposits in three areas to the N of Fringford 
Lodge, which was being redeveloped as accommodation. 
The drive area had already been stripped when the site visit 
occured. 

There were no archaeological deposits over the natural 

cornbrash. A ditch was seen in a pipe trench but this was 

undated and could have been recent. No finds were 
recovered from the monitored spoil. 



Fringford, Rectory Lane 
(SP 604290) - Alan Hardy 

Between November 1992 and June 1993 a watching brief 
was maintained on land next to Rectory Lane, Fringford, 
during the excavation of footings for four houses. 
Archaeological excavations in the field immediately to the 
S had previously produced evidence of a modest Roman 
settlement, and later medieval activity. 

With the exception of Plot 4, archaeological features were 
only identified in the footing trench sections. A scatter of 
Roman ditches and gullies were identified, with a 
concentration towards the W end of the site. Little pottery 
was found, except in two probable domestic rubbish pits in 
Plot 4. These produced a reasonable assemblage of late 1st 
to early 2nd century sherds. 

Plot 4 also produced evidence of medieval activity, in the 
form of a layer of dumped rubble, possibly consolidation for 
a trackway. 

It was possible to correlate some of the features appearing 
in the area of the watching brief with those in the area of the 
excavation, and the watching brief appeared to confirm that 
the centre of the Romano British settlement was towards the 
W end of the site. 

Fulbrook, Land adjacent to Wychwold 
(SP 2595 1325) - Jonathan Hiller 

An evaluation was undertaken on an area proposed for 
redevelopment to the north of Fulbrook, near Burford in 
October 1993. Two trenches, each 10 x 1.55 m, were 
opened. 

An isolated pit of Roman date (1st-2nd century) and an 
undated post hole were the only features seen in the trenches. 
Of note was a thick layer of soil which contained a 
substantial quantity of pottery: 185 sherds were retrieved 
and these date to the early medieval period, probably falling 
within the date range of late 10th-late 12th century. The 
earliest types found in the early medieval sherds are the 
shelly-limestone late Saxon wares (six in total). Four of 
these are probably Oxford shelly fabric C (date range 
9th-10th century), the other two are of the St Neots-type 
fabric R (date range 10th and llth century). The vast 
majority of the pottery from the layer are of the oolitic 
limestone tempered fabrics prevalent in the early medieval 
period. Thirteen rims and fifteen base sherds were found, 
mostly from wide-mouthed cooking or storage pots. Two of 
this group are the distinctive straight- sided cooking pots 
commonly found in the local AC fabric from the mid llth 
to late 12th century. 

This layer therefore possibly represents an area of waste 
ground where local refuse was dumped. No associated 
structures were encountered. 
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Garsington, Church of St Mary 
(SP 458203) - Alan Hardy 

A watching brief was c,onducted in October/November 1992 
during the replacement of the early 19th century wooden 
floors in parts of the nave and N and S aisles. 

The tower of the present church is mid 12th-century, the 
nave and chancel date to the mid-13th century. 

Six modern graves were revealed, relating to a pre 19th 
century floor surface which had been completely removed. 
Fragments of medieval inlaid tile in the modern make-up 
suggest that at least some of this earlier floor was tiled. 

Excavation was limited to a depth of 0.3 m, which just 
revealed the tops of backfilled robber trenches in the nave 
and N aisle. Where the present nave arcade piers now stand, 
the earlier wall foundations had been retained to provide 
bases for the piers. The layout of the robber trenches suggest 
at least two possible phases of a pre-13th century church: 

Phase 1: A late Saxon/early Norman nave, possibly with a 
W tower. 

Phase 2: A mid 12th century extension of the nave to its 
present size, and the consequent rebuilding of the tower as 
it stands today: the construction of an arcade on the line of 
the old N wall of the nave, opening to a narrow N aisle, and 
the construction of a porch on the S side of the nave. 

Hampton Poyle, Church of Mary the Virgin 
(SP 498155) - Alan Hardy 

In April 1992, a watching brief was conducted during the 
excavation of a drainage trench against the S side of the 
church. Documentary sources suggest the existence of a 
p.orch and a chapel, both built against the S aisle, and 
surviving until the mid-18th century. Two sets of wall 
footings revealed in the trench confirmed the existence of 
both structures, and showed that, whereas the chapel was 
built at the same time as the S aisle, in the 14th century, the 
porch was a later addition. The chapel was demolished in 
the mid-18th century to provide materials for the repair of 
the rest of the church, and it is reasonable to suppose that 
the porch was demolished at the same time. 

Hardwick, Plot adjacent to 4 Hethe Road 
(SP 57762974) - J Moore 

A proposed, application for the building of a new house 
resulted in a small-scale evaluation. The site lies 
immediately S of earthworlcs of the shrunken medieval 
village of Hardwick approximately 160 m N of the church. 
The trenches revealed remarkably well-preserved remains 
of two buildings fronting onto Hethe Road. 

The E building contained a mortar floor towards the front of 
the building and a cobbled surface in the rear. A doorway 



was apparent in the rear wall. The W building, which did not 

extend as far back from the road as the other building, 
contained a partition wall with a mortar floor in the 'front 
room'. 

To the rear of the buildings was a cobbled yard of neatly- 
arranged pitched stone, immediately adjacent to the 
buildings and separated from a slightly less neat 
arrangement by a narrow open drain. This in turn gave way 
to rough cobbling extending c. 8 m from the rear of the 
eastern building to a wall. 

The make-up layer to the mortar floor in the eastem building 
contained a lith-12th century sherd, although due to the 
limited investigation this cannot be relied on as it may well 
be residual. The only other dating was again a sherd of 1 lth- 
12th century date from a layer overlying the natural gravel 

to the rear of the enclosed cobbled yard. 

The application for development was withdrawn. 

Henley-on-Thames, Bell Street (Waitrose Development) 
(SU 760828) - Colm Moloney 

Excavations wcre carried out in advance of large scale 
redevelopment of the Waitrose Supermarket site in Bell 

Street. Two areas, at the front and back of the Regal Cinema, 
were investigated. An evaluation trench was also excavated 
in the supermarket carpark and a watching brief was 
maintained during subsequent ground works. Further 
excavations are expected to take place in April. 

A metalled surface, containing pottery from the 1st century 
AD, was identified running N to S, approximately 1 m to the 

W of the present line of Bell Street. Set back 7 m from this 

were the chalk footings of a substantial building which 
measured 8 m internally. No artefactual evidence relating to 

this structure was recovered. 

In the frontage excavation and the subsequent watching 
brief a sequence of property boundaries, dating to the 

medieval period, were identified, which largely respected 
the boundaries of modern Henley. Two frontage plots were 
excavated fully at the front of the Regal Cinema. These 
demonstrated that Bell Street had originally been 1 m wider 
on its W side and was fronted by a series of stone buildings. 
A N to S ditch located approximately 50 m back from the 

frontage delineated the extent of these properties. To the W 

of this boundary the archaeology, in general, dated to the 

post-medieval period. 

Henley-on-Thames, Mill Lane Sports Ground 
(SU 76858145) - Colm Moloney 

An evaluation was carried out in advance of a new Tesco 
Development on a site at the SE edge of Henley. Trial 

trenching revealed that the site had been badly disturbed by 

post-medieval quarrying associated with the construction of 
the Reading Road. Only two of the nine trenches contained 
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definite archaeological features. These consisted of part of 
a medieval field system and a Roman ditch. 

Holton, Church Farmhouse 
(SP 460207) - Alan Hardy 

A watching brief took place during the excavation of a 
foundation trench for an extension to the present building, 
which is surrounded by a partly infilled moat, the E arm of 
which still survives. The trench revealed layers of silty clay 
and rubble, possibly representing an extensive infilling 
operation, presumably into the disused W arm of the moat. 
A compact layer of clay and small rubble had been dumped 
into part of this backfill possibly to provide a causeway from 
the house to the Church. No dating evidence was recovered 
from the backfill. 

Horton-cum-Studeley, Park View 
(SP 5906 1242) - Mark R Roberts 

A site visit was made on the 13th September 1993 in order 
to inspect the open trench footings of the house extension. 
The house is S of earthworks relating to the shrunken 
medieval village of Horton-cum-Studeley. There were no 

significant archaeological deposits. 

Kirtlington, 5 The Chestnuts 
(SP 5002 1990) - Jonathan Hiller 

Groundworks in advance of a housing development were 
monitored in June 1993 for the presence of archaeological 
activity. To the southern end of the plot a former pond was 
located. No finds were recovered from the pond fills, though 
two sherds of 19th century pottery were found below a 

stone-lined drain seen to cut the early pond fills. No other 
archaeological features were observed on the ground or in 

any of the foundation trenches. The pond is likely to be of 
Victorian date but it is possible that it is earlier. - 

Nettlebed, St. Bartholomew's Church 
(SU 471187) - Alan Hardy 

During September and October 1992 a watching brief was 
conducted while parts of the church floor were rebuilt. The 
present church was built in 1845, superseding a smaller 
Norman church of which only the lower part of the tower 
remains. 

The removal of the tower floor revealed the lower brick 
courses of the present tower overlying 0.3 m of the flintwork 
predecessor. A disturbed area of herringbone brick and tile 
floor was uncovered, probably 17th century in date, 
although the tiles may have been re-used from an earlier 
floor. 

The excavated part of the S aisle revealed two brick vaults 
and a brick lined cist. 



A pipe trench dug alongside the W edge of the churchyard 
was also monitored, revealing that the ground surface in this 
area had been substantially raised, probably when the new 
church was constructed. Both pre- and post 1845 grave cuts 
were recorded in the trench section, but all were 
concentrated well to the N of the church. 

Oxford, Bodleian Library 
(SP 5154 0638) - Mark R Roberts 

Excavation and a watching brief were carried out prior to 
the installation of new central heating in the Exhibition 
Room of the Bodleian Library. 

The excavation located three buildings which had all been 
extensively destroyed. Only one floor from each of the 
earliest and latest buildings' were located. All the walls 
associated with these buildings had been robbed. The 
pottery assemblage from these deposits dated from the 
mid-13th century to the 16th century. 

Oxford, Christchurch Choir School, 3a Brewer Street 
(SP 51350 05880) - Mark R Roberts 

A watching brief during groundworks was carried out in 
September 1993 at Christchurch Choir School. The top of a 
culvert was seen which is probably part of the Trill Mill 
stream, a watercourse which runs to the S of the -southern 
medieval city wall. Documentary evidence attests that the 
stream was culverted from at least 1578. 

An undated layer of compact gravel together with undated 
garden soils were uncovered. These may be a result of the 
historically-attested use of the site as garden/orchard from 
the mid-16th to the mid-17th century. 

Oxford, Cowley, Temple Road 
(SP 54540441) - Paul Booth and Alan Hardy 

An evaluation and watching brief were carried out at 77 
Temple Road, Cowley before and during development of 
the site for housing. Two trenches and three test pits were 
excavated, concentrating towards the road frontage (W end) 
of the site. 

The earliest feature, in Trench 2, was a rectilinear pit 
containing fired clay and Roman pottery fragments of 2nd 
century date. The latter included overfired pieces which may 
derive from pottery production, and the feature was 
interpreted as a possible kiln stoke hole. Rather than 
indicating a separate focus of pottery production activity it 
may indicate a northerly extension of the known production 
site located in the St Luke's Road and Between Towns Road 
area some 350 m SSW of the present site. The scattered 
nature of features at that site seems to have been 
characteristic of other pottery production sites in the area, 
such as Rose Hill and the Churchill Hospital. 
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The ?stokehole was cut by a medieval pit, and further 
medieval pits were grouped around this feature. Three 
roughly N-S aligned gullies a few metres to the E were also 
probably of medieval date. Possible medieval features in 
Trench 1 were extensively disturbed by later activity and 
only. one pit could be securely dated to the 12th-13th 
centuries. Pottery dating from the llth- 12th centuries 
onwards was recovered, but much of the medieval pottery 
was redeposited in later contexts. 

.The earliest identifiable structural evidence was of 
18th-19th century date and related to a building apparently 
set some 6 m back from the modern frontage of Temple 
Road. The test pits, excavated towards the E end of the site, 
produced further limited evidence for medieval activity, but 
this area was generally relatively little disturbed. The 
watching brief located two further small medieval features 
in the central part of the site in the main service trench, but 
nothing further was seen. Observation of foundation 
trenches at the E end of the site emphasised the absence of 
features here. 

Oxford, Frewin Hall 
(SP 512062) - Mark R Roberts 

A field evaluation was carried out at Frewin Hall on behalf 
of Brasenose College, in respect of a proposed development. 

In the area of Trench 1, to the N of the site, there were no 
archaeological deposits due to the construction of a post- 
medieval cellar. 

In Trench 2, in the SE corner of the site, there were undated 
features cut into the gravel which were overlaid by early 
garden or ploughsoils. These were cut by 13th- and 14th- 
century features that may date from the use of the site as the 
centre of an urban manor and which were overlaid by 
14th-century garden soils. The wall of a substantial building 
was cut into the 14th- century garden soils, which is likely 
to have been part of St Mary's College. The wall had been 
robbed. There may have been a parallel wall, and possibly 
traces of a floor was seen. An 18th century cellar or large 
stone lined pit was found in the W of the trench. 18th and 
19th century floor layers and robber trenches were cut by 
19th century refuse pits. 

Oxford, Godstow Abbey, Southern Electricity Board 
Cable Re-routing 
(SP 4835 0914) - Jonathan Hiller and Brian Durham 

In October 1993 the Southern Electricity Board excavated 
a trench parallel to the Godstow-Wytham road in order to 
re- route a power cable. To the southern side of the road lie 
the remains of Godstow Abbey, founded in AD 1133 by 
Benedictine nuns, which survives as a standing structure. An 
excavation was carried out in 1959 at the point where the 
modern Wytham road crosses the Shire Lake ditch; however 
it was not felt that monastic buildings survived to the N of 



the current road. 

A watching brief followed the discovery by Mr David 
Wilson of a number of stone walls. Elements of walls, 
mortar floors and likely robber trenches were observed in 

the cut trench section, and a substantial quantity of worked 
and unworked limestone found on the spoil heaps. The 
trench itself was narrow, c 0.5 m wide, and was cut to a 
general depth of 0.80 m. In places the natural gravel was 
exposed. The confines of space hampered the interpretation 
of the deposits but it is clear that at least one former building 
lies beneath the current pasture land. The finds recovered 
were unstratified, but may indicate a general date for the 
building. 

Observation of the section revealed a probable rectangular 
limestone built structure aligned E-W with an internal wall 
aligned N-S. A mortar floor some 0.14 m thick was seen to 

butt a N-S wall. This wall seemed to return on a western 
alignment and is conjectured to form a building with a 

further wall aligned E- W. Inside the building and above the 
floor lay a distinct clay loam deposit with dense charcoal 
inclusions, which may indicate that the building suffered a 

fire. Demolition layers characterised by very sandy soils 
with frequent limestone inclusions were seen to overlie the 

walls. 

To the north of this structure in the western section of the 

trench lay a further portion of limestone wall, of which 5 

courses survive with a possible face on the NE side. It is 

possible that this represents the SW corner of a second 
structure. Demolition layers of sand and limestone abutted 
the wall. 

The pottery dates from the 12th century to early 17th 

centuries, representing a standard assemblage of Oxford and 
Brill wares. A number of roof tiles were recovered as well 
as decorated floor tiles. Despite the limited nature of the 

investigation it is clear that substantial structural remains lie 

on the W side of the Wytham-Godstow road, with a 
possibility of more than one building in situ. The finds data, 
though unstratified, suggests that the building(s) were well 
furnished with tiled floors and roofs. The structures may 
perhaps have been extensions to a gatehouse in an outer 
precinct of the abbey, on the understanding that the 19th- 

century line of the Godstow-Wytham road could represent a 

medieval route passing through such a precinct. Sections 
across major double-ditched field boundaries W of the 
abbey indicate that one was the relict of a natural river 
channel, recently known as the Shire Lake. 

Oxford, Holywell Ford 
(SP 522065) - Chris Bell 

An archaeological evaluation was taken on the land adjacent 
to Holywell Mill, Oxford in July 1993 as part of the 

requirement for planning permission for the development of 
student accommodation at Magdalen College. This 
evaluation showed that the foundations of at least two 

phases of earlier mill buildings survived in the area 
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immediately to the N of the present mill. In addition a large 
linear feature was found in the area to the E and N of the 
foundations, which was thought to be part of a mill pond, 
while a large curving ditch to the E of the mill could have 
been part of the Civil War defences or an overflow ditch for 
the mill pond. 

It was decided from the results of the evaluation that, prior 
to building work, a small excavation should take place in the 
area to the N of the mill. The excavation took place over a 

period of ten days in November 1993. 

It is known that a mill has existed on the site since at least 
1200, and it is referred to throughout the medieval period as 
being a double mill (i.e. having two wheels). By 1279 one 
half of the mill had been granted to Merton College, while 
the other half of the mill was sold to the college in 1331. 
The mill was sold to Magdalen College in 1877, after which 
it seems to have been rebuilt as a private residence. 

The earliest activity recorded from the excavation consisted 
of a small scatter of worked Neolithic/Bronze Age flints 
found in association with an old ground surface. 

Below the two phases of foundations identified in the 
evaluation, another two foundation levels were identified. 
Although on slightly different alignments, all of the 
foundations appeared to represent the N end-walls of 
buildings returning under the present mill. 

The earliest of the foundations had ashlar blocks lining the 

inside face of the wall. It seems likely that this is part of a 
stone-lined water channel, associated either with the 
medieval mill, or with part of a larger water management 
system associated with the medieval Hospital of St John 
which was on the site of Magdalen College. 

In addition to this evidence for a long sequence of buildings 
on the site, two shallow pits containing small quantities of 
medieval pottery Were found, and a stone-lined well was 
located immediately to the west of the walls. The level from 
which the well was cut suggested that it was probably 
post-medieval in date and associated with the latest phase of 
wall originally located during the evaluation. 

Oxford, Jowett Walk 
(SP 519065) - Mark R Roberts 

A field evaluation was carried out in February 1993 at Jowett 
Walk, Oxford on behalf of Merton College. There were four 
elements to the archaeological deposits: an area of late 12th 
to early 13th century buildings and 14th century pits, 
medieval ploughsoils, post-medieval pits, and 
post-medieval garden walls. 

Oxford, Littlemore, Lawn Upton School 
(SP 5395 0245) - Mark R Roberts 

An evaluation was carried out at Ijawn Upton School in 



December 1993 on behalf of Britannia Homes. The 
evaluation comprised 6 trenches. 

Two existing banked hedges and a ditch found by trenching 
can be coupled with a standing earthwork to make two long, 
thin (19-20 m wide and 40,m wide) enclosures aligned off 
Sandford Road. If a metal fence tentatively identified by the 
geophysical survey had been placed on a similar boundary 
then it would subdivide the c. 40 m wide enclosure into two 
c. 20 m wide portions. This would result in three long thin 
enclosures, around 20 m wide and 370- 440 m long, aligned 
at right-angles to Sandford Road (NW-SE). 

Oxford, Mansfield College 
(SP 517067) - Brian Durham 

The OAU excavated a trench across the line of the 
17th-century Civil War defences on the south boundary of 
the College, prior to construction of a new building. A 
steep-sided ditch 7 m wide and 2 m deep was almost 
certainly the Royalist defence, but ironically with only late 
Bronze Age or early Iron Age and Roman pottery. 

Oxford, New College 
(centred c SP 51760646) - Paul Booth 

Small-scale excavations were carried out at New College in 
advance of ground winks for the installation of ducting and 
electrical cables. These were to be routed through the line 
of the northern town wall at three points, and provision for 
excavation in the vicinity of the wall was a condition of the 
Scheduled Monument Consent. 

Four small trenches, typically c 2 m x 3.5 m, were dug; 
Trenches 1-3 against the outer (N) face of the town wall, of 
13th century date, between the Bell Tower and bastion 12, 
and Trench 4 against the inner face in the space between the 
antechapel and the cloister of New College. These trenches 
were intended to examine any surviving archaeological 
deposits to see if these shed new light on the sequence and 
chronology of the defences of Oxford. In addition, trench 5 
was excavated to examine the line of the outer town wall, 
which does not survive above ground in this area but is 
known to have lain some 10 m N of the extant inner wall. 

No trace of the outer town wall, probably of the later 13th 
century, was found as the excavation was not of sufficient 
depth (it was determined by the requirements of the 
contractors) to locate any surviving medieval structure. 
Walls on the medieval line were associated with 
post-medieval deposits. 

There was extensive post-medieval disturbance in Trenches 
1 and 2 and no significant deposits were seen. The city wall 
was shown to have been set in a trench perhaps c 0.6-0.7 m 
deep and no wider than the foundation material which was 
packed into it. In trench 3 a sequence of postholes belonged 
to a number of phases, one of which probably predated the 
construction of the city wall. Other postholes may have 
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related to scaffolding used during the building of the wall. 
A fragmentary N-S stone wall ran parallel to the W wall of 
the adjacent bastion 12. This feature may have been of late 
medieval date. More postholes were cut into the wall after 
its disuse. These were associated with deposits in part 
overlaid by the W wall of bastion 12, which was probably 
rebuilt in the 18th century. 

The modern g,round level in the antechapel yard S of the 
town wall is exactly 1 m higher than the corresponding 
surface to the N. In part this reflects the existence of an 
earthwork rampart inside the line of the city wall. The 
rampart was located in Trench 4, surviving to a height of 
0.82 m above the surface on which it was constructed. Its 
width was at least 4.6 m. Its northern face was cut away by 
the city wall. 

The only dating evidence from the rampart was Roman 
pottery probably of 3rd-4th century date. Nevertheless it is 
likely that it dates to the late Saxon period. It has been 
suggested that the defended area of central Oxford (probably 
enclosed in the early 10th century) was extended to the E in 
the early llth century, perhaps in response to a renewed 
threat from the Danes, and that the line of this extension was 
followed by the later city wall. This is the most likely context 
for the earthwork found at New College. There was no 
evidence here for later reworking of the rampart such as was 
found at St Michael at the Northgate, but any such evidence 
would have been removed by the construction of the 13th 
century wall. 

The rampart in trench 4 was cut by a small feature probably 
of 14th century date, and deposits overlying this were 
truncated by a cut made against the S face of the city wall 
after it was in place. This cut, the bottom of which sloped 
up to the W, may have been related to the local rebuilding 
of the city wall which must have taken place during the 
construction of the antechapel immediately to the E in the 
late 14th century. 

Oxford, New College Mound 
(519 064) - Chris Bell 

Introduction 
At the beginning of April 1993 a member of the Oxford 
Archaeological Unit, and several volunteers of the Oxford 
University Society carried out an archaeological 
investigation on the mound in New College garden. It was 
intended by the college to rebuild the stone steps which once 
ascended the front of the mound and to flatten out and pave 
the top. 

The archaeological investigation was necessary to locate 
and record any surviving structural remains of the original 
layout, which has included various structures on the summit 
and at the base of the mound, as the proposed building work 
would disturb or possibly destroy them. 

Mounds or 'mounts' had become a common feature in 
formal gardens by the end of the Elizabethan period, and the 



New college mound, as well as being a spectacular feature 
in itself, would also have served as a viewing platform for 
the parterres below and for the open view beyond the city 
wall which surrounds the garden. 

The mound was begun at the end of the 16th century when 
it is recorded that the College brought in '500 wagon loads 
of rubbish for ye malcing of ye mound'. It was not completed 
however until 1648/9 when it was 'perfected with stepps of 
stone and setts for ye hedges about ye walke'. 

On the top of the mound was a Wind dial structure with a 

stone base and a cylinder depicting the 32 points of the 

compass to indicate the exact direction of the wind. This 
structure can be seen along with the original layout of the 

mound on Loggan's map of 1673 and on a print by William 
Williams from 1732. In 1694 a summer house is described 
as being on top of the mound, suggesting the wind dial had 
already gone by the end of the century. 

By the middle of the 18th century it is clear that all the 

structures had gone as the top is described in 1749 as 'being 
encompass'd with rails and seats with a tree growing in the 
middle'. 

A painting from the 1790's shows a small Donc temple at 

the base of the mound which is believed to have been built 
in 1793 and was not demolished until the 1890's. It is also 
at this time when the temple was built that the steps were 
removed or buried, and the mound takes on its less formal, 
more rustic appearance with winding paths and trees, much 
as it is today. 

. . , . 

An initial survey of the mound showed that the foundations 
of some of the side walls which existed at the base of each 
tier of the mound still survive and are partially visible below 
the undergrowth. 

A trench excavated at the summit of the mound located a 
substantial wall foundation which appeared to be the 

remains of the top of the steps. As the top of the steps were 
found just below the surface at the summit it suggests that 
the top of the mound has been lowered, so any remains of 
the structures has been lost. Trenches excavated up the west 
face of the mound showed that none of the lower steps 
survives, but in one of the trenches was what appeared to be 
the mortar bedding for the steps. At the base of the mound 
walls, wall foundations and a mortared surface were located 
which almost certainly represent the remains of the Donc 
temple. 

A large quantity of medieval pottery dating from the 9th to 

the 16th centuries was retrieved. This would have been part 

of the original mound material but has now been mixed in 

with the later deposits by reshaping of the Mound and by tree 

disturbance. From the top of the mound came a small 
number of clay pipes dating from the mid-17th century and 
part of a Bellarmine face jug. 
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Old Headington, Ethelred Court 
(SP 54150771) - Rob Early 

Excavation of the footing trenches was undertaken fora new 
house, on behalf of Mr J Cole in respect of his application 
for planning permission. Old Headington is an area rich in 
archaeological remains, with its principal site of interest the 
putative Anglo-Saxon Palace and Royal Manor built by Offa 
and occupied by King Ethelred. Although the precise 
position and layout of the palace is not known it has been 
conventionally located about 65 m N of the excavated area. 

The main archaeological features identified were a series of 
3 inter-cutting N-S aligned linear ditches (observed during 
excavation at 7 Dunstan Road) and the structural remains of 
a ragstone wall, which overlay the fill of the later ditch and 
followed its alignment. In sequence the earlier 2 ditches 
produced Oxford early medieval ware (mid llth to 13th 
century), and the later ditch produced medieval pottery from 
the Brill Industry (12th-15th century). Only one course 
remained of the ragstone wall, and no clear indication of a 

return was observed; the remains of a hearth were located at 
the southern excavated extent of the wall. 

Only one sherd of possible Saxon date was recovered from 
a fill of one of the earlier ditches within a predominantly 
early medieval pottery assemblage. Little Saxon evidence 
was recovered from previous excavation, which suggests 
that the site of the Anglo-Saxon Palace was not within close 
proximity. A more likely location for the palace would 
perhaps be at the crest of the hill to the S, which is occupied 
by the John Radcliffe Hospital. The N-S aligned medieval 
ditch recuts may have been a land boundary, replaced 
tluoughout the medieval period and associated with early 
occupation at Manor Farm. It could be tentatively suggested 
that the later ragstone wall, which follows the ditch 
alignment, may have replaced this boundary. 

Oxford, St Giles, Friend's Meeting House 
(SP 511066) - Brian Durham 

St Cross College has extended over the site of a Quaker 
Meeting House to the rear of their St Giles property. The 
Quakers built their first Oxford meeting house on a site in 
St Giles in 1687, before moving elsewhere in Oxford, but it 

was uncertain whether this was the same building as the 
'meeting house' marked on the Ordnanc,e Survey of 1878, 
which was the subject of this evaluation. 

Excavation identified an old property boundary and 
medieval pits/quarries. The dating of the meeting house was, 
however, uncertain. The uncertainty arose because the 
building would have been in the garden of the former No 60, 
while the original was said to have been behind Nos 63-4. 
The confusion was resolved by David Sturdy, who had 
excavated behind Nos 63- 4, although his results were not 
reported. It seems that when the Oxford Quakers returned to 

St Giles in the 19th century, they built a new meeting house 
(the subject of this evaluation) on a property next-but two to 

the north of their original house, which was still standing at 



the time, and this paradox had not been recorded in any of 
the histories. 

Oxford, Rewley Abbey 
(SP 5067 0645) - David Wilkinson 

Evaluation of the eastern part of the Rewley-Abbey site took 
place in November 1993 and work on the western area is 
ongoing. The Cistercian house of Rewley was founded in 
1280 as a stadium, i.e. a place for monks to live while they 
studied at the university, but the institution also had (at the 
insistence of the order) the status of an Abbey proper. 

The 1993 evaluation did not precisely locate the east end of 
the Abbey church, as had been hoped, but its approximate 
position can now be predicted. A wall and associated 
surfaces north of the church probably belong to a north 
range. No conclusive evidence for a south range was found. 

The argument as to whether the stadium and the abbey were 
represented by separate groups of buildings therefore 
remains unresolved. Trenching against the riverside wall 
showed that it is probably a 15th-century feature in its 
current position, and is associated with reclamation of a wet 
area, suggesting that the Abbey was expanding. 

A fuller report on the complete evaluation will appear in 
SMA 1995. 

Radley, Goose Acre Farm 
(SU 525980) - Andy Mudd 

A watching brief was maintained during soil stripping and 
gravel extraction on the field where the OAU conducted 
excavations in 1992. The pattern of Romano-British ditches 
was further examined, but there was no new evidence of 
early Iron Age settlement. 

Shenington with Alkerton M.E.B. Power Line 
(SP 3802 4357) - Jonathan Hiller 

A watching brief was undertaken during the re-routing of 
part of the power line between Alkerton and Shenington 
near Banbury. The excavation by JCB of post and stay holes 
was carefully monitored for the presence of finds and 
archaeological features. 

Other than one fragment of medieval clay pipe and two 
sherds of glazed Victorian crockery found in one of the 
holes, no earlier artefacts were recovered. Rapid 
field-walking where the holes were dug produced only 
modern material. No features were observed in the sections 
of the excavated holes. 

Shutford, St Martins Church 
(SP 3864 4017) - Jonathan Hiller 

A watching brief was undertaken by the OAU at St. Martins 
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Church, Shutford near Banbury in advance of a new 
drainage system being installed around the church. A trench 
c. 0.8 m wide was excavated by hand around the western 
and northern facing walls, and extended to link up with an 
existing soakaway. The trench was dug to a general depth 
of 0.82 m, at which point the origional church foundation 
wall was exposed. 

The only finds recovered by the digging team were clearly 
modern. No human remains were encountered. 

Stadhampton (Chiselhampton), Camoys Court 
(SU 59229858) - John Moore, Julian Munby, Miles Russell 

A small-scale archaeological evaluation and building 
investigation were undertaken in January 1993 for a 
proposed application for an extension to the building. The 
moated site of Camoys Court is situated adjacent to the River 
'Thame in the parish of Stadhampton. It has a fragmented 
pentagonal ditch enclosing an area of approximately 1.2 ha. 
A royal 'Licence to Crenellate' was granted in 1318 
(Victoria County History vii, 7-12). This date would suit the 
eastern half of the house which was probably the chamber 
block of a large hall house. The existing western half of the 
house is perhaps of 17th century date with an ashlar-faced 
north wall, a brick west wall with 19th century bay windows, 
and a rubble south wall. 

Three small trenches were excavated E and NE of the 
present building. Two small medieval ditches parallel to the 
E side of the building were located. Within the soil horizons 
a quantity of residual glazed floor and roof tiles suggested a 
refurbishment of the house possibly in the 15th-16th 
century. 

Further details on the archaeological evaluation and on the 
internal building investigation in relation to proposed new 
windows and doorways can be found in reports deposited 
with the County Sites and Monuments Record and the site 
archive which will be deposited with Oxfordshire Museum 
Service. 

Stoke Lyne, Land opposite Lilac Cottage 
(SP 566284) - Alan Hardy 

An evaluation was carried out in August 1993, in advance 
of the construction of a house, and a further watching brief 
was conducted during the digging of the footings. 

A post-medieval cobbled surface and two large pits 
producing 12th-14th century pottery were revealed in the N 
part of the site. No evidence of a structure was identified and 
it was concluded from the watching brief that the pits were 
the result of quarrying. Although the site lies close to the S 

side of the church, the evidence suggests that the late 
medieval development of the village was confined to the N 
and E of the church. 
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Thame, 17A Buttermarket 
(SP 471 206) - Alan Hardy 

In July and August 1992, a watching brief was conducted 
during the digging of foundation trenches for a storeroom 
adjacent to No. 17. A continuation of a cobbled path which 
still runs through the centre of the Buttermarket was 

revealed, the associated finds suggesting that it went out of 
use in the 18th century with the enlarging of the building at 

No.17. Late medieval rubbish pits were associated with the 

properties on the W of the Buttermarket, but no evidence for 

earlier buildings was discovered. This corresponds with the 

findings of the watching brief in June 1990. Neither 
watching brief found any evidence for a metalled surface 

pre-dating the 14th century infilling of the market leading 

to the establishment of the Buttermarket. 

Wallingford, Wood Street 
(SU 6079 8947) - Jonathan Hiller 

An evaluation was undertaken in October 1993 at the site of 
a former garage in Wood Street, Wallingford. A trench 

measuring 2 m x 1.2 m was hand excavated inside the 

building. 

Beneath the concrete floor, which dates to the early 1950s, 

were traces of a brick built structure, recently robbed, and 

deduced from local knowledge to be the remains of an air 

Fig F. Yarnton, Cassington, study area. 
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raid shelter/bunker built in the second world war. The 
building survived to a depth of at least 1.50 m. No earlier 
deposits were observed. 

Weston-on-the-Green, Manor Farm 
(SP 536184) - Olivia Pierpoint 

A watching brief was carried out for the excavation of 10 

stanchion holes at Manor Farm for a proposed agricultural 
building. 

The area is known to have been the site of a medieval green 
with the possibility of pre-medieval remains underneath. 
However, the only deposit of note in the NW of the site and 
consisted of a dark clay, 0.12 m thick, which could be the 

remains of the medieval green; no artefacts were recovered. 

Yarnton Cassington Evaluation 
(SP 465110) - Gill Hey 

In autumn 1993 an evaluation was undertaken of 70 ha of 
arable land in the parishes of Yarnton and Cassington, 
Oxfordshire with English Heritage funding and the kind 
permission of the landowner, Mr Guy Pharoan. The aim of 
the work was to assess the archaeological resource surviving 
in the ARC Cassington pit in advance of gravel extraction. 
Part of this area had already been investigated by 

Area of Neolithic enclosure 
and Beaker burial 

-12 

46 

/ 

-.- 

" N 

WORTON 
RECTORY 
FARM 

" 

.... 

-- 
Saxon 

Cresswell Cemetery 

( 
ARC Cassington pit 

Palaeochannet Gravel 
II 

1993 machine-evaluated area 

48 47 46 



fieldwalking, excavation and evaluation (SMA 21, 86-92; 
22, 53-4; 23, 81-5); the current work concentrated on those 
elements not previously examined [Fig. F]. Two hundred 
and seventy-one trenches were excavated, representing a 
2% sample of the arca. 

The evaluation area encompasses a diverse landscape and 
has a remarkable settlement record. A wide range of 
activities from the Neolithic, Bronze Age, Iron Age, Roman, 
Saxon and medieval periods were attested on gravel 
terraces, the Thames floodplain and within and on the edges 
of palaeochannels. The scope of the project was expanded 
to include sites around the edge of the gravel pit, enabling 
the investigation of adjacent settlements and cemeteries at 
Worton and Yamton from the Iron Age into the medieval 
period. 

Neolithic and Bronze Age 
A rectangular Neolithic enclosure, approximately 60 m x 27 
m and aligned WNW-ESE, was located on a gravel island 

Ancient Monuments Laboratory 1994 
Magnetometer survey November 1993 

1:750 

Neolithic Rectangular Enclosure 
Fig G. Yarnton, Cassington, magnetometer survey. 
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in the floodplain, adjacent to the Yarnton Floodplain 
Excavation area (YFP). Fig. G shows the magnetometer 
survey plot of the enclosure undertaken by the 
Archaeometry Branch of English Heritage. The 'V-shaped' 
ditch contained Peterborough Ware, in the Fengate substyle. 
Pits containing Peterborough Ware (in Ebbsfleet, Mortlake 
and Fengate substyles) and Grooved Ware (Durrington 
Walls and Clacton substyles) were also located, one lying to 
the N of the enclosure and the others concentrated in an area 
further W on the same gravel island. Other Neolithic 
features were encountered in the SW of the evaluated area. 

A Beaker flat grave was found [Fig. H] to the N of the 
Neolithic enclosure with an exceptionally fine Beaker 
containing a smaller Beaker within which was an end 
scraper. Six barbed and tanged arrowheads lay in a cluster 
beneath the pelvis of the body, as though they had lain within 
a pouch. Fig. J illustrates the grave group. Another, less 
well-preserved, burial to the west contained a possible 
Beaker sherd. 

Greytone smoothed data 

1.15 

0 60m 



Many other prehistoric features were located on the 
floodplain, sealed beneath Roman ploughsoil. These 
appeared to be concentrated around the palaeochannels 
which crossed the site, and formed discrete groups 
indicating the existence of defined activity or settlement 
areas. Several of these were associated with burnt mound 
deposits. On the second gravel terrace prehistoric features 

appeared to be more dispersed. However, cropmark 
evidence and geophysical survey demonstrated the presence 
of at least four ring ditches on this terrace, lying beyond the 

threatened area. 

Late Bronze Age and Iron Age 
Evaluation added weight to the hypothesis that settlement 
on the floodplain at Yarnton ceased in the late Bronze Age 

and that occupation moved onto the second gravel terrace. 
Part of the late Bronze Age and Iron Age site has already 
been excavated (SMA 21, 86-92), and this settlement 
continued to be occupied through the Roman and Saxon 
periods, shifting eastward across the terrace through time. 
The western and earliest part of the occupation area remains 
to be excavated. 

In Cassington, Iron Age settlement may have followed a 

slightly different pattern. A small late Bronze and Iron Age 

settlement site was situated on the floodplain in the SW of 
the sttidy area, defined by a long boundary ditch to the east. 

S of this site, on islands between palaeochanncls, two middle 
Iron Age farmsteads have previously been found which 
appear to be of a similar type to pastoral settlements 

51 

Fig H Yarnton, Cassington, excavation of the beaker burial. 

investigated at Farmoor and Port Meadow, Oxford 
(Lambrick and McDonald 1985) in the Upper Thames 
Valley. However, records and finds made during gravel 
extraction in the 1930s at Tuckwell's Pit just to the east of 
Cassington village (Fig. H; Leeds 1935), demonstrate the 

presence of Iron Age occupation on the adjacent second 
gravel terrace. There appears to be considerable variation of 
settlement type in this period. 

Roman 
The nature of Roman occupation at Worton was elucidated 
by the evaluation and the plotting of cropmark features. A 
complex of intersecting enclosure and linear ditches, several 
deep pits, a single-faced T-shaped oven and the remnants of 
a wall were uncovered. Fields were located within the study 
area, mainly on the floodplain, which were farmed from the 
Roman villages of Worton and Yarnton; a considerable 
body of data is accumulating on the farming practices and 
the environment of these communities. 

Saxon 
The early and middle Saxon settlement at Yarnton was 
excavated in 1990/91 (SMA 21, 86-92) and was notable for 
the presence of timber hall buildings. The extent of 
settlement at Worton, attested by sunken-featured buildings 
visible on air photographs, appears to be greater than at 

Yamton and there are indications from the cropmark survey 
that timber halls may survive here also. Two 
sunken-featured buildings were located and examined 
within evaluation trenches on the edge of the second gravel 



terrace, thus confirming the cropmark identification. 
Evidence of the wider environment in the Saxon period is 

being recovered from pollen and macrobotanical remains 
from the channels and channel- related activity on the 
floodplain. 

Medieval 
The extent of medieval settlement has been clarified by the 
evaluation of the study area. Geophysical survey has 
detected a complex of field boundaries to the south of the 
church at Yarnton and has indicated at least two distinct 
orientations. One set of boundaries is on the same alignment 
as the Saxo-Norman field system excavated to the south and 
lies in an area where a dense medieval pottery scatter was 
recovered in field walking in 1991. Evidence of land use on 
the floodplain survives in the waterlogged palaeochannels 
which cross the arca. The antiquity of the hay meadows, for 
which Yarnton is famed, should be established by the 
investigation of pollen remains in these features. 
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Fig J. Yarnton, Cassington, beaker' grave group. 

SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
GROUP 

Some more 'King' Penn Tiles 

The President, Mrs Cynthia Graham Kerr, writes 

I was very interested to see the Note by P & S Cauvain (SMA 
23) on a "new" Penn tile with the design of a king's head, as 
I immediately recognised it from 1974 when SOAG were 
recording the medieval tiles of South Oxfordshire. We had 
found this one, which must be by the same maker, attached 
to the wall of a local church (I note that the Cauvains do not 
give the location of their church or tile). It is complete, 
although wom in places. 

We recorded over 200 different tile designs in South 
Oxfordshire for the National Census of Medieval Floor Tiles 
organised by the British Museum. This was the only one of 
the "king's head" design. We were unable to supply details 
of the reverse and its thickness as it was let into the wall, 
with others of more ordinary design. 

Another visit to the church was made in November 1993 
and, to our surprise, found not one as before, but three more 
tiles recently set in cement into the wall by the font. We were 
told that two more were "loose somewhere"! 



1111ht.111 

They were all of the same design as the original one (the 

tracing tallied) and made of red clay with white slip glazed 
yellow, the design impressed about 2mm deep, very crisp 
and clear. The centre of the face is iather worn, but the crown 
is complete on ours and the hands and an ornament, like a 

four-pointed star on the front of the robe, show up better than 

that on the ones on the wall. The circle, with dots, is also 
complete. Our first tile measured 145mm across with the 

circle up to the edge on the left (looking at it). This tallied 

with the others. The size is near enough to the Cauvains', 
allowing for wear and shrinkage in firing. 

Ail our new ones measured 155 by 160mm - the edges have 

been well preserved. 

The tracing (Fig K) has been clarified by using the best parts 
of all three tiles, which were identical, as they are very 

wornin places; they are all complete tiles. The original 1974 
tile may be one of the "loose" ones as the hands were much 
clearer than those on the wall. The Verger did not know 
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Fig K. Scale 1:1. 
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where the "loose" tiles were, so we were unable to verify 
this. 

There are some smaller tiles of the more usual designs 
around the font and elsewhere, but the "king" tiles are all 

obviously of the same batch. The church has recently 
undergone alterations and these three tiles were evidently 
rearranged and inserted in the wall just lately since the 

cement was very new and not even painted over to match 
the wall. We could not find the original 1974 tile - it must 
have been moved during these repairs. 

The King is Edward IV, 1442-1483, crowned and holding 
his hands up in blessing. 

It 

SOAG's Silver Jubilee 

Cynthia Graham Kerr 

This year the South Oxfordshire Archaeological Group will 

o D. D. 

. 
41P 



celebrate its Silver Jubilee as it will have been running 
(hard!) for twenty-five years in May. 

We started with 12 friends at the President's house, but soon 
grew large enough to warrant booking the local school hall. 
We decided to have a Committee, and a 2/6(12 1/2 pence!) 
annual subscription to cover costs. Most of our speakers 
came free and someone offered to type the Bulletin - now a 
36 page Journal, produced annually. 

We also have a monthly news-sheet - The Messenger - and 
printed programmes. Our subscription has escalated to .£4 
per year and we still cover costs, thanks to much voluntary 
work, an excellent Editor and a generous membership. The 
President knows everyone personally and keeps in touch 
with them all. A variety of activities is offered, to suit all 
tastes and ages (from 9 to 90, but no limits!) and it is this 
great flexibility that has kept up our membership and intérest 
unflagging. Hard work, but worthwhile for both present and 
future generations. 

THAMES VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SERVICES 

Walter Wilder Foundry, Crowmarsh, near Wallingford, 
Oxfordshire (NGR SU614894) - S Fnrd 

An evaluation of an area approximately 300 square metres 
in extent was under-taken on behalf of Kibswell Homes 
Limited in advance of redevelopment 

A large number of pits, ditches and post-holes were revêaled 
and of the sample excavated most were dated by associated 
pottery to the 13th and 14th centuries. These appear to 
represent occupational activity. Pottery dating to the 15th 
and 16th centuries was also recovered but only one feature 
could be dated to this period. A few features were of obvious 
modern date. 

No evidence was found to suggest the presence of earlier 
occupation on the site despite the area being part of St. 
Stephen's Mount, suggested by documentary sources to be 
the site of an early medieval motte and bailey castle. 

The depth of features below modern ground surface was 
variable, but shallowest in the south-east area of the site, at 
a depth of c. 0.3-0.5 m. Elsewhere depths of greater than 1 

m. were more normal. 

Southern Road, Thame, Oxfordshire 
(SP 706057) - L J Torrance 

An evaluation was carried out on an area of approximately 
200 square metres on behalf of Wye Projects Limited in 
advance of redevelopment. The site is within the area known 
as New Thame, within which burgage plots are still clearly 
defined. 
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Several of the features revealed by trenching were shown to 

be a result of modern disturbance but a number were clearly 
rubbish pits and post-holes. These, despite the presence of 
medieval pottery, were shown to be of post-medieval date, 
apart from one post-hole. One feature produced a late Saxon 
decorated copper- alloy strap-end but this was found to have 
come from post-medieval redeposited material. 

The very shallow remains of what is probably the boundary 
of a burgage plot (0.2m deep) and the evidence of severe 
disturbance of the area shown in two trenches led to the 
conclusion that probably no significant archaeological 
re-mains existed on the site. The Saxon strap-end and the 
medieval pottery sherds are likely to be casually lost items. 

Southwold County Primary School, Bicester, 
Oxfordsh ire 
(SP 5844 2401) - L J Torrance 

An evaluation was carried out on an area of approximately 
1.17 hectares off Lime Crescent in Bicester, on behalf of 
Oxfordshire County Council. A geo-physical survey of the 
area showed the possible existence of archaeological 
features towards the western edge of the site only. 
Machine-trenching took place in this area and in those areas 
which would be most disturbed by building construction. 

Results showed that the area had been extensively disturbed 
in relatively recent times with half the site being subject to 
dumping. No buried topsoil was ob-served in these areas and 
it is not known if the level of the subsoil had been reduced 
during topsoil stripping before the dumping took place. 
Elsewhere buried topsoil was uncovered below topsoil 
dumping but no archaeological deposits were found. 

St. Birinus Primary School, Dorchester-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire 
(SU 57889439) - S Ford 

An evaluation was carried out on behalf of Oxfordshire 
County Council in advance of the rebuilding of classrooms 
at St. Birinus School. The site largely lies within the area 
of a Scheduled Ancient Monument, just beyond the 
north-ern edge of the Roman town defences. Fieldwork 
consisted of hand-digging a small trench (2m. x 1.5m.) in 
the school playgrolind just beyond the edge of the scheduled 
area. The aim was to provide information about the 
likelihood of archaeological deposits existing within the 
area of proposed development cov-ered by the Scheduled 
Monuments Act. 

Results showed a high density of archaeological deposits 
mainly of Roman date and appearing at a depth of 0.9 metres 
below the playground surface. These appear to have been 
partially disturbed by post-medieval activity but include 3 
inter-cutting pits with a terminus post quem of 2nd-4th 
century. As well as pottery the finds consisted of a small 
quantity of animal bone and a smoothed piece of sandstone. 



These finds add weight to the suggestion of extra-mural 
settlement of the Roman town. 

Highway Drainage Scheme, Cemetery Bends, 
Wallingford, Oxfordshire 
(SU 60820 89910) - LJ Torrance 

A watching brief was carried out on an area where 2 

soakaways (2.5 m. wide and 3 m. deep) were to be dug in 

the south-eastern corner of Wallingford Lower School 
playing fields on the western side of the A329 at Cemetery 
Bends. The site is less than 100 m. beyond the earthworks 
of Wallingford Castle and the Saxon burgh ramparts. The 
aim was to establish whether subsequent excavation for the 

drainage scheme was likely to threaten archaeological 
deposits. 

A semi-circular feature c. 2.5m. wide and running under the 

western baulk of the trench was revealed. This was 
excavated to a depth of 3 m using a stepped section to 

provide a full profile. It produced sherds of mid-late 
13th/early 14th century pottery and some fragments of 
roofing tile, as well as a small quantity of animal bone, 
sandstone lumps and chalk lumps. Since sherds from the 

same vessels could be identified across different levels it 

was concluded that the pit had probably been backfilled as 

a single event. There was no evidence to suggest that this 

feature was anything other than a large pit. It may be similar 
in nature to several large pits found at the site of the Walter 
Wilder Foundry at Crowmarsh, Wallingford (Ford, 1993; 

see entry for Wafter Wilder Foundry). 

The Ashbury to Bishopstone Sewerage Scheme, South 
Oxfordshire/Wiltshire 
(SU 25858575 to SU 24258388) - M Hall 

A Thames Water sewerage pipeline, c. 3 km. long, was laid 

between Ashbury, Oxfordshire, just skimming the northern 
edge of Idstone, crossing the county boundary and finishing 
on the north western side of Bishopstone, Wiltshire. It 

approximately follows the base of the scarp slope of the 

Berkshire Downs. 

The project comprised three stages: (a) pre-groundwork 
survey (examination and plotting of aerial photographs, 
fieldwallcing the route of the eascment in arable areas and 
geophysical survey of areas adjacent to known 
archaeological sites) (b) reconnaissance of the stripped 

surface (c) excavation/preservation of threatened 
archaeological deposits. 

The fieldwalking exercise located a dense pottery scatter of 
medieval date which was not subseqently investigated due 

to a change of route. 

Reconnaisance of the topsoil stripped easement in August 

1993 located four sites, three of Roman and one of medieval 
date but it was only possible to examine one site in any 

detail. Excavations on the line of the pipe trench took place 
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in two areas adjacent to the main Ashbury to Shrivenham 
road (Areas 1 and 2, SU 2585 8575). 

Area 1 was found to contain a series of ditches, gullies, pits, 
a single possible posthole, and a large dark spread/layer. The 
majority of the features were relatively shallow, with a few 

exceptions. Two features were somewhat dubious and may 
be tree holes. 

In the neArby Area 2 a JCB was used to remove further 
overburden from the part of the easement threatened by the 
pipe trench and a similar range and number of 
archaeological features were revealed, comprising a large 

ditch, several smaller ditches/gullies and two pits. 

During the excavation metal detectors were used (with the 

kind assistance of members of the Wessex Metal Detecting 
Association) to enhance the recovery of metal artefacts. A 
programme of bulk sampling and floatation for carbonised 
botanical remains produced some evidence for the 
possibility of malted barley. 

Activity on the site falls into three phases: Phase 1 is the 

main phase of the site, represented by seventeen features of 
Roman date, with a possible 2nd century emphasis; Phase 2 

is of subRoman/Saxon date - an interesting aspect of the site 
although represented by few features; Phase 3, medieval, 
comprises a single linear feature. Prehistoric struck flints 
and a few sherds of Late Iron Age/early Roman pottery were 
recovered from the area, although no features belonged to 

this date. This may indicate activity of these periods 
somewhere in the vicinity. 

WESSEX ARCHAEOLOGY 

An archaeological evaluation and watching brief at 
66/68 Bath Street, Abingdon, Oxfordshire 
- Roland Smith 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during 
March and April 1993 during construction work on 0.18 
hectare of land at 66/68 Bath Street, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, 
centred on SU 4950 9734. 

The site lies on the fringes of the known extent of the Roman 
settlement (Munby W et al. 1974) and there is evidence for 
occupation during this period in the immediate vicinity. Pits 

and ditches associated with Romano-British pottery have 

been found in the grounds of Abingdon School to the north 

of the Bath Street site (County Sites and Monuments Record 
PRN 7911 and PRN 12112), and recent small excavations 
to the rear of 64 Bath Street, the adjacent property to the 

south, have produced similar evidence (Ainslie n.d.). 

In the medieval period, the site lay outside the area of the 

early medieval (pre-13th century) town, but within an area 
occupied by the late medieval period (Munby et al. 1974, 
38). The excavations in the school grounds and at 64 Bath 



Street, where the remains of a 14th century timber-framed 
'house survive within the present structure, also produced 
medieval pottery, those at 64 Bath Street dating to the early 
13th century (Ainslie n.d.). 

In October 1992 an archaeological evaluation of the site by 
Wessex Archaeology, involving the excavation of three 
machine-cut and hand-excavated trenches, produced 
evidence of Roman and medieval remains and residual 
sherds of Iron Age pottery (Wessex Archaeology 1992). 

The watching brief involved the monitoring of the 
excavation of foundation and service trenches within the site 
area. The watching brief produced further evidence of 
archaeological deposits on the site. Romano-British 
features, largely comprising ditches and pits, occurred 
mainly in the west of the site. Medieval features, including 
a rectangular pit, a cess pit and a ditch, were located mainly 
in the centre, and east of the site. Post-medieval features, 
including wall foundations and'a well, also occurred in this 
area. Modern disturbance in the east of the site had 
substantially disturbed any structures that may otherwise 
have been located on the Bath Street frontage. 

Pottery recovered from the watching brief includes seven 
sherds of Iron Age date (500 - 0 BC), 89 sherds of 
Romano-British pottery, including diagnostic forms of 1st 
to 2nd century- AD date, 36 sherds of 12th-15th century 
pottery, and 50 sherds of post-medieval and modern 
material. A single unstratified flint blade core of Mesolithic 
date (8,300 - 3,500 BC) was also recovered. 

The archaeological work was undertaken by Wessex 
Archaeology on behalf of Abingdon School. Copies of the 
evaluation and watching brief reports have been lodged with 
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the County Sites and Monuments record and the project 
archive, including the fin& will be deposited with the 
Oxfordshire County Museum Service. 

An archaeological evaluation at Cokethorpe School, 
Hardwick-with-Yelford, Witney, Oxfordshire 
- Roland Smith 

An archaeological evaluation of 0.03 hectare of land was 
conducted in December 1992 at Cokethorpe School, 
Witney, Oxfordshire, (SP 3702 0613) in advance of the 
determination of a planning application for the development 
of the site. The school buildings and grounds encompass the 
site of what was once the village of Cokethorpe, abandoned 
between AD 1125 and 1350. The remains of the deserted 
medieval village are visible as slight earthworks 
surrounding the small school chapel in the east of 
Cokethorpe Park. 

The work revealed that the site for a proposed classroom 
extension lay within an area already heavily disturbed by 
earlier building and landscaping activities. Despite being 
within the presumed area of the deserted medieval village 
of Cokethorpe, the single machine-excavated trench 
revealed shallow topsoil and subsoils over clay bedrock, 
dissected by a network of interconnecting recent and 
modern services. No artefacts were recovered. 

The work was undertaken by Wessex Archaeology on 
behalf of Cokethorpe School. A copy of the evaluation 
report has been lodged with the County Sites and 
Monuments record and the project archive will be deposited 
with the Oxfordshire County Museum Service. 
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coffin fixtures; Brackley, Nhants 29 
coins, Roman; Evenley, Nhants 27 
Cokethorpe DMV, Oxon 56 
Colossus computer 13-14 
Compton Beauchamp, Oxon; St Swithun's church 39 
Compton Wynyates, Warks 3 
computers, early electrical 13-14 
conservation of landscape sites 24 
Coombe Abbey, Warks 21 

copper alloy objects, see axes; ring; strap-end 
cores, flint 

Mesolithic; Ridgmont, Beds 7 
Neolithic/Bronze Age; Harlington, Beds 8 

countryside management; Greensand Project, Beds and Bucks 5 
courtyard, late medieval; Tempsford, Beds 10 
Cowley, Oxon; Temple Road, Roman kiln, medieval and 

post-medieval occupation 44 
Cranford, Nhants; dovecote 24, 25 
cratch, bacon and bread; Chastleton, Oxon 1 

Cropredy, Oxon; Poplars Farm, Saxo-Norman buildings 39 
Crowmarsh, Oxon 

CAB International 39 
Walter Wilder Foundry medieval site 54, 55 

cryptology; Government Code and Cipher School, Bletchley Park, 
Bucks 13-14 

Culworth, Nhants; ringwork or castle 24 

dam, earthwork; Quainton, Bucks 19, 20 
Danes; threat to Oxford, Cl! 46 
Daventry, Nhants 

Burnt Walls earthwork 22 
holloway 27 

de Grey family, and Bletchley Park 13 
defences (sec also castles; hillforts) 



late Saxon; earthwork rampart, Oxford 46 

Civil War; Oxford 45, 46 
denticulate, early neolithic; Lavendon, Bucks 15 

ditches (see also enclosures) 
Iron Age 

Cassington, Oxon (boundary) 51 

Flitwick, Beds (parallel pair) 12 

Princes Risborough, Bucks (possible boundary, with special 

deposit) 21 

late Iron Age/early Roman 
Haynes Church End, Beds 9 

Wollaston, Nhants (field boundary) 23, 24 
Roman 

Abingdon, Oxon 33, 56 
Flitwick, Beds 12 

Fringford, Oxon 42 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon 43 

Lavendon, Bucks (double) 15 

Radley, Oxon 48 
Wantage, Oxon 31 

Wollaston, Nhants (field boundary) 23, 24 

Worton, Oxon (enclosure and linear) 51 

Saxon 
Abingdon, Oxon 33 

Cropredy, Oxon 39 

Higham Ferrers, Nhants 30 

Oundle, Nhants 22 

medieval 
Abingdon, Oxon 33, 56 

Benson, Oxon 39 

Castlethorpe, Bucks (drainage) 17 

Cropredy, Oxon 39 

Crowmarsh, Oxon 54 

Flitwick, Beds (parallel pair) 12 

Iver, Bucks 21 

Oxford (boundary) 47 

Witney, Oxon (park pale) 32 

post-medieval 
Oxford (Civil War defences) 46 

Princes Risborough, Bucks 21 

Ditchford Quarry, Nhants; causeway, palaeochannels 29-30 

DMVs, see villages, shrunken and deserted medieval 

Doddershall House, Bucks 19 

dogwheel; Chastleton, Oxon 1 

Domesday Book 
on Brackley, Nhants 28 

on Tempsford, Beds 10 

Dorchester-on-Thames, Oxon; St Birinus Primary School, Roman 

extra-mural settlement 54-5 

Dormer family of Ascott House, Wing, Bucks 14 

dovecotes 
Cran ford, Nhants 24, 25 
Notley Abbey, Bucks 16 

drains, French; Stoke Albany, Nhants 27 

Drayton Parslow, Bucks; Saxon and medieval pottery 19 

Draytons Manor, Tempsford, Beds 10 

droveway 
Roman; Elstow, Beds 12 

Dunstable, Beds; proposed bypass 6 

earthworks (see also Burnt Walls; dam) 
Iron Age; linear, Princes Risborough, Bucks 21 

late Saxon; rampart, Oxford 46 

medieval 
defensive; Castlethorpe, Bucks 17 
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settlement: Hardwick-w ith-Yel ford, Oxon 56; Old Grimsbury, 
Oxon 37, 38; Tathall End, Bucks 14 

East Hyde, Beds 5 

Easton Neston; Nhants 27 

Edward IV, King; on Penn tiles 52,53 
Elstow, Beds; Peartree Farm, prehistoric to Saxon 11, 12 

enclosures 
neol ithic 

Yarnton, Oxon (rectangular) 50 

Iron Age 
Bedford (hi II top) 6 

Finmere, Oxon 32 
Kilsby, Nhants 27 

Lavendon, Bucks 15 

Shillington, Beds 6 
Wollaston, Nhants 23,24 

Roman 
Appleford, Oxon (double-ditched rectilinear) 33, 36 

Elstow, Beds (ditched) 12 

Fringford, Oxon (settlement) 41 

Kilsby, Nhants 27 

Lavendon, Bucks (ditched) 15 

Wantage, Oxon (diiched) 31 

Worton, Oxon 51 

Saxon 
Elstow, Beds (rectangular) 12 
Higham Ferrers, Nhants 27 

medieval 
Castlethorpe, Bucks (sub-rectangular) 17 

Old Grimsbury, Oxon 37, 38 

C18 
Wing, Bucks 14 

undated 
Hartigan's Pit, Bucks 14 

Irchester, Nhants (rectangular) 22 
Oxford, Littlemore 45-6 

'ends' (settlement type) 12 

Enigma cipher machine 13 

Evenley, Nhants; Roman finds 27 

Ewelme, Oxon 
St Mary's church 39 

William de la Pole's palace 2 

Eyeworth Manor, Beds 3 
Eynsham, Oxon 

Saxon/medieval abbey 39, 40, 41 

St Peter's Church site 39, 40, 41 

Farmoor, Oxon 51 

farmsteads 
Iron Age 

Cassington, Oxon 51 

Flitwick, Beds 12 

Roman 
Bletchley Park, Bucks 13 

Elstow, Beds 12 

Haynes Church End, Beds 9 
medieval 

Iver, Bucks 21 

Ridgmont, Beds 8-9 
fence, middle Iron Age; Witney, Oxon 32 

field systems (see also ridge and furrow) 
late Iron Age/Roman `Celtic'; Ashbury, Oxon 36-7 
possible Roman; Appleford, Oxon 33, 36 
Saxo-Norman; Yarnton, Oxon 52 
medieval; Henley-on-Thames, Oxon 43 



Finrhere, Oxon; Foxley Fields Farm Iron Age site 32 
fireplaces, C18; Chastleton, Oxon 1 

flakes, flint 
Harlington, Beds 8 
Lavendon, Bucks (narrow) 15 

Ridgmont, Beds (soft hammer struck) 7, 8 
flint, burnt; Iron Age, Princes Risborough, Bucks 21 
flint implements (see also arrowheads; axes; blades; cores; 

denticulate; flakes; scrapers) 
Mesolithic; Ridgmont, Beds 7-8 
Neolithic 

Ashbury, Oxon 36 
Lavendon, Bucks 15 
Oxford 45 

late Neolithic/early Bronze Age 
Ashbury, Oxon 36 
Harlington, Beds 8 
Ridgmont, Beds 7-8 

Bronze Age 
Abingdon, Oxon 33 
Higham Ferrers, Nhants 30 
Oxford, 45 

unspecified prehistoric 
Ashbury, Oxon 55 
Iver, Bucks 21 
Old Grimsbury, Oxon 38 

Flitton Moor, Beds 5 

Flitwick, Beds; Hinksley Road, Iron Age, Roman and medieval 12 
floor surfaces 

medieval; Abingdon, Oxon 32 
post-medieval 

Aylesbury, Bucks 16 

High Wycombe, Bucks 18-19 
Oxford 44 

Fringford, Oxon 
Crosslands Roman and medieval site 41 
Fringford Lodge 41 

Rectory Lane Roman and medieval site 42 
Fulbrook, Oxon; Wychwold Roman and medieval finds 42 

gardens 
Bletsoe Castle Farm, Beds (Jacobean) 9 
Hampton Court Palace privy 21 

Hanslope, Bucks (medieval) 17 
Oxford 

New College Mound 46-7 
Christchurch Choir School site 44 

Rockingham Castle, Nhants 22, 23 
Wing, Bucks (C18) 14 

Garsington, Oxon; St Mary's Church 42 
gates, decorative iron; Marston Trussell, Nhants 24 
Geheimschreiber cipher machine 13 
glass, vessel; Roman, Tingrith, Beds 8 
Godstow Abbey, Oxford 44-5 
Gostwick, Sir John (d. 1545) 3 
Government Code and Cipher School, Bletchley Park, Bucks 13-14 
grain 

Neolithic; Lavendon, Bucks 15 
late Roman; Haynes Church End, Beds 9 
Saxo-Norman; Tempsford, Beds 10 
medieval; Tempsford, Beds 10 

granaries, Roman; Wantage, Oxon 31 
gravel quarries; Tathall End, Bucks 14 

Great Barford, Beds 2 
College Farmhouse 3 
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green, medieval; Weston-on-the-Green, Oxon 49 
Greensand Project, Beds and Bucks 5 

Guilsborough, Nhants; hillfort 27 
gullies 

Iron Age 
Flitwick, Beds (roundhouse) 12 
Lavendon, Bucks 15 

Wicken, Nhants 27 
Witney, Oxon 32 

medieval; Cowley, Oxford 44 
Roman 

Elstow, Beds 12 
Fringford, Oxon 42 

undatable; Lavendon, Bucks 15 

halls- 
Saxon timber 

Worton, Oxon 51-2 
Yarnton, Oxon 51 

C15 cob; Long Buckby, Nhants 1-2 
Hampton Court Palace, London; privy garden 21 
Hampton Poyle, Oxon; church of St Mary the Virgin 42 
Hanslope, Bucics 

Honour of 17 
Tathall End village earthworks 14 

Hanwell Castle, Oxon 2 
Hardwick, Oxon; Hethe Road, medieval buildings 42-3 
Hardwick-with-Yelford, Witney, Oxon; Cokethorpe School, 

village earthworks 56 
Harlington, Beds 

cremation cemetery; Samian ware 7 
flints 8 

Hartigan's Pit, Bucks; survey 14 
Hawnes Grange, Beds 3 
Haynes Church End, Beds; Iron Age, Roman and medieval 9 
Haynes Park, Beds 6 
hazel-nut shells, neolithic; Lavendon, Bucks 15 

hearth tax 2 

hearths 
Iron Age 

Shill ington, Beds 6 
medieval 

Abingdon, Oxon (internal) 32 
Tempsford, Beds 10 

post-medieval; numbers in early brick houses 2-4 
undated industrial; Sandy, Beds 6, 7 

Henley-on-Thames, Oxon 
Bell Street; Roman and medieval 43 
Mill Lane Sports Ground; Roman and medieval 43 

Heron, Sir John (f7. 1520) 3 
High Wycombe, Bucks; Pann Mill 2, 18-19 
Higham Ferrers, Nhants; Kings Meadow Lane, Saxon enclosure 27, 

30 
hillforts 

Aylesbury, Bucks 16 

Guilsborough, Nhants 27 
hoard, copper alloy; Ashbury, Oxon 36 
holloways 

A43, Nhants (SP62304100) 23 
Daventry, Nhants 27 
Old Grimsbury, Oxon 37, 38 
Tathall End, Bucks 14 

Holton, Oxon; Church Farmhouse moat 43 
Hoo and Hastings, Lord (d. 1455) 3 
Horton-cum-Studeley, Oxon; Park View 43 




